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PREFACE. 



The author has been induced by his publishers to 
put forth his " Incidents of Travel in Greece, Turkey, 
Russia, and Poland." In point of time they precede 
his tour in Egypt, Arabia Petraea, and the Holy Land. 
The countries which form the subject of the following 
pages perhaps do not, in themselves, possess the same 
interest with those in his first work ; but the author has 
reason to believe that part of his route, particularly from 
the Black Sea to the Baltic, through the interior of 
Russia, and from St. Petersburgh through the interior 
of Poland to Warsaw and Cracow, is comparatively 
new to most of his countrymen. As in his first work, 
his object has been to present a picture of the every- 
day scenes which occur to the traveller in the countries 
referred to, rather than, any detailed description of the 
countries themselves. 

New-York, Jtdyy 1838, 
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INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL 



GREECE, TURKEY, RUSSIA, AND POLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 



A Hnnicane.— An AdTentiue.—Mi98ilongfai.— Siege of Miflsik>i]ghi.^B5r- 
ron.— Marco Bozzarii;.— Visit to the Widow, Daughters, and Brother of 
Bozzaris. 

On the evening of the — February, 1836, by a bright 
starlight, after a short ramble among the Ionian Islands, 
I sailed from Zante in a beautiful cutter of about forty 
tons for Padras. My companions were Doctor W.,' an 
old and valued friend from New- York, who was go- 
ing to Greece merely to visit the Episcopal missionary 
school at Athens, and a young Scotchman, who had 
travelled with me through Italy, and was going farther, 
like myself, he knew not exactly why. There was 
hardly a breath of air when we left the harbour, but a 
breath was enough to fill our little sail. The wind, 
though of the gentlest, was fair ; and as we crawled 
from under the lee of the island, in a short time it be- 
came a fine sailing breeze. We sat oi^ the deck till a late 
hour, and turned in with every prospect of being at 
Padras in the morning. Before daylight, however, the 
wind chopped about, and set in dead ahead, and when I 
went on deck in the morning it was blowing a hurricane. 
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14 INCIDEIfTS OF TRAVEL. 

We had passed the point of Padras ; the wind was 
driving down ^4 Gkilf of Corinth as if old iEolus had 
determined on thwarting our purpose; and our little 
cutter, dancing like a gull upon the angry waters, was 
driven into the harbour of Missilonghi. 

The town was full in sight, but at such a distance, and 
the waves were running so high, that we coud not reach 
it with our small boat. A long flat extends several 
miles into the sea, making the harbour completely inac- 
cessible except to small Greek caiques built expressly 
for such navigation. We remained on board all day ; 
and the next morning, the gale still continuing, made sig- 
nals to a fishing-boat to come ofif and take us ashore. 
In a short time she came alongside ; we bade farewell 
to our captain — an Italian and a noble fellow, cradled, 
and, as he said, born to die on the Adriatic — ^and in a few 
minutes struck the soil of fallen but immortal Greece. 

Our manner of striking it, however, was not such as 
to call forth any of the w^axm emotions struggling in the 
breast <|f the scholar, for we were literally stuck in the 
mud. We were yet four or five miles from the shore, 
and the water was so low that the fishing-boat, with the 
additional weight of four men and luggage, could not 
swim clear. Our boatmen were two long, sinewy 
Greeks, with the red tarbouch, embroidered jacket, 
sash, and large trousers, and with their long poles set us 
through the water with prodigious force ; but, as soon 
as the boat struck, they jumped out, and, putting their 
brawny shoulders under her sides, heaved her through 
into better water, and then resumed their poles. In this 
way they propelled her two or three miles, working al- 
ternately with their poles and shoulders, until they got 
her into a channel, when they hoisted the sail, laid di- 
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rectly for the harbour, and drove upon the beach with 
canvass all flying. ^ 

During the late Greek revolution, Missilonghi was 
the great debarking-place of European adventurers; 
and, probably, among all the desperadoes who ever land- 
ed there, none were more destitute and in better con- 
dition to *^ go ahead" than I ; for I had all that I was 
worth on my back. At one of the Ionian Islands I 
had lost my carpet-bag, containing my notebook and ev- 
ery article of wearing apparel except the suit in which 
I stood. Every condition, however, has its advanta- 
ges ; mine put me^above porters and custom-house of- 
ficers ; and while my companions were busy with these 
plagues of travellers, I paced with great satisfaction the 
shore of Greece, though I am obliged to confess that 
this satisfaction was for reasons utterly disconnected 
with any recollections of her ancient glories. Business 
before pleasure : one of our first inquiries was for a 
breakfast. Perhaps, if we had seen a monument, or 
solitary column, or ruin of any kind, it v^ppld Jiave in- 
spired us to better things ; but there was nothing, abso- 
lutely nothing, that could recall an image of the past. 
Besides, we did not expect to land at Missilonghi, and 
were not bound to be inspired at a place into which we 
were thrown by accident ; and, more than all, a driz- 
zling rain was penetrating to our very bones ; we were 
wet and cold, and what ca§ men do in the way of sen- 
timent vrhen their teeth are chattering ? 

The town stands upon a flat, marshy plain, which ex- 
tends several miles along the shore. The whole was 
a mass of new-made ruins — of houses demolished and 
black with smoke — th& tokens of savage and desolating 
war. In front, and running directly along the shore,. 



d by Google 



16 INCIDBMTS QF TRAVBL. 

was a long street of miserable one-story shaBtees, run 
up since the destruction of the old town, and so near 
th^shore that sometimes it is washed by the sea, and 
at the time of our landing it was wet and muddy from 
the rain. It was a cheerless place, and reminded me 
of Communipaw in bad weather. It had no connexion 
with the ancient glory of Greece, no name or place on 
her historic page, and no hotel where we could get a 
breakfast ; but one of the officers of the customs con- 
ducted us to a shantee filled with Bavarian soldiers 
drinking. There was a sort of second story, accessible 
only by a ladder ; and one end of this was partitioned 
off with boards^ but had neither bench, table, nor any 
other article of housekeeping. .We had been on and 
almost in jthe water since daylight, exposed to a keen 
wind and drizzling rain, and now, at eleven o'clock^ 
could probably have eaten several chickens apiece; but 
nothing came amiss, and; as we could not get chickens, 
we took eggs, which, for lack of any vessel to boil them 
in, were roasted. We placed a huge loaf of biBad on 
the middle of the floor, and seated ourselves around it, 
spreading out so as to keep the eggs from rolling away, 
and each hewing off bread for himself. Fortunately, 
the Greeks have learned from their quondam Turkish 
masters the art of making coffee, and a cdp of this East- 
em cordial kept our dry bread from choking us. 

When we came out againgthe aspect of matters was 
more cheerful; the long street was swarming with 
Greeks, many o£ them armed with pistols and yataghan, 
but miserably poor in appearance, and in such numbers 
that not half of them could find the shelter of a roof at 
night. We were accosted by one dressed in a hat and 
frockcoat, and who, in occasional visits to Corfu and 
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Trieste, had picked up some Italian and French, attd 
a isuit of European clothes, and vras rather looked up 
to by his untravelled countrymen. As a man of the 
world, who had received civilities abroad, he seemed' 
to consider it incumbent upon him to reciprocate at 
home, and, with the tacit consent of all around, he unde]:^ 
took to do the honours of MiSsilonghi. 

If, as a Greek, he had any national pride about him, 
he was imposing upon himself a severe task ; for all 
that be could do was to conduct us among ruins, and, 
as he went along, tell us the story of the bloody siege 
which had reduced the place to its present woful state. 
For more than a year, under unparalleled hardships, its 
brave garrison resisted the combined strengjh of the 
Turkish and Egyptian armies, and, when all hope was » 
gone, resolved to cut their way through the enemy or 
die in the attempt. Many of the aged and sick, the 
wounded and the women, refused to join in the sortie, 
and preferred to shut themselves up in an old mill, with 
the desperate purpose of resisting until they should bring 
around them a large crowd of Turks, when they would 
blow all up together. An old invalid soldier seated 
himself in a mine under the Bastion Bozzaris (the ruins 
of which we saw), the mine being charged with thirty 
kegs of gunpowder ; the last sacrament was adminis 
tered by the bishop and priests to the whole population, 
and, at a signal, the beiieged made their desperate 
sortie. One body dashed through the Turkish ranks, 
and, with many women and children, gained the mount- 
wns ; but the rest were driven back. Many of the wo- 
men ran to the sea and plunged in with their children ; 
husbands stabbed their wives with their own hands to 
save them from the Turks, and the old soldier under 
B2 
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18 IKCIDBMTS OF TRATEL. 

the bastion set fire to the train, and the renrnant of the 
heroic garrison buried themselves under the ruins of 
Missilonghi. 

Among them were thirteen foreigners, of whom only 
one escaped. One of the most distinguished was Me- 
yer, a young Swiss, who entered as a volunteer at the 
beginning of the revolution, became attached to a beauti- 
ful Missilonghiote girl, married her, and, when the final 
sortie was made, his wife being sick, he remained with 
her, and was blown up with the others. A letter 
written a few days before his death, and brought away 
by one who escaped in the sortie, records the condition 
of the garrison. 

" A wound which I have received in my shoulder, 
while I am in daily expectation of one which will be 
my passport to eternity, has prevented me till now from 
bidding you a last adieu. We are reduced to feed upon 
the most disgusting animals. We are sufiering horri- 
bly with hunger and thirst. Sickness adds much to the 
calamities which overwhelm us. Seventeen hundred 
and forty of our brothers are dead ; more than a hun- 
dred thousand bombs and balls thrown by the enemy 
have destroyed our bastions and our homes. We have 
been terribly distressed by the cold, for we have suffered 
great want of food. Notwithstanding so many priva- 
tions, it is a great and noble spectacle to behold the ar- 
dour and devotedness of tl^ garrison. A few days 
more, and these brave men will be angelic spirits, who 
will accuse before God the indifference of Christendom. 
In the name of all our brave men, among whom are 
Notho Bozzaris, * * * I announce to you the resolution 
sworn to before Heaven, to defend, foot by foot, the 
land of Missilonghi, and to bury ourselves, without lis* 
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tenuig to any capitulatioB, under the ruins of this city. 
We are drawing near our final hour. History will ren- 
der us justice. I am proud to think that the blood of 
a Swiss, of a child pf William Tell, is about to mingle 
with that of the heroes of Greece." 

But Missilonghi is a subject of still greater interest 
than this, for the reader will remember it as the place 
where Byron died. Almost the first questions I asked 
were about the poet, and it added to the dreary interest 
which the place inspired, to listen to the manner in which 
the Greeks spoke of him. It might be thought that 
here, on the spot where he breathed his last, malignity 
would have held her accursed tongue ; but it was not 
80. He had committed the fault, unpardonable in the 
eyes of political opponents, of attaching himself to one 
of the great parties that then divided Greece; and 
though he had given her all that man could give, in his 
own dying words, *^ his time, his means, his health, and, 
lastly, his Ufe," the Greeks spoke of him with all the 
rancour and bitterness of party spirit. Even death had 
not won oblivion for his political oflfences ; and I heard 
those who saw him die in her cause afiirm that Byron 
was no friend to Greece. 

His body, the reader will remember, was transported 
to England and interred in the family sepulchre. The 
church where it lay in state is a heap of ruins, and 
there is no stone or monuipent recording his death ; 
but, wishing to see some memorial connected with his 
residence here, we followed our guide to the house in 
which he died. It was a large square building of stone ; 
one of the walls still standing, black with smoke, the 
rest a confused and shapeless mass of ruins. After 
his death it was converted into a hospital and magazine ; 



d by Google 



20 INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 

and, when the Turks entered the city, they set fire to 
the powder ; the sick and dying were blown into the 
air, and we saw the ruins lying as they fell after the 
explosion. It was a melancholy spectacle, but it seemed 
to have a sort of moral fitness with the life and fortunes 
of the poet. It was as if the same wild destiny, the 
same wreck of hopes and fortunes that attended him 
through life, were hovering over his grave. Living and 
dead, his actions and his character have been the subject 
of obloquy and reproach, perhaps justly ; but it would 
have softened the heart of his bitterest enemy to see the 
place in which he died. 

It was in this house that, on his last birthday, he 
came from his bedroom and produced to his friends 
the last notes of his dying muse, breathing a spirit of 
sad foreboding and melancholy recollections ; of devo- 
tion to the noble cause in which he had embarked, and 
a prophetic consciousness of his approaching end. 

** My days are in the yellow leaf, 

The flowers and fruits of love are gone ; 
The worm, the canker, and the grief 
Are mine alone. 

****** 

" If thou regret'st thy youth, tohy live ? 
The land of honourable death 
Is here : up to the field, and give 
Away thy breath ! 

" Seek out— less often sought than found— 
A soldier's grave, for thee the best ; 
Then look around, and choose thy ground. 
And take thy rest." 

Moving on beyond the range of ruined houses, though 
still within the line of crumbling walls, we came to a 
spot perhaps as interesting as any that Greece in her 
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best days could show. It was the tomb of Marco Boz- 
zaris ! No monumental marble emblazoned his d^eds 
and fame ; a few round stones piled over his head, 
which, but for our guide, we should have passed with« 
out noticing, were all that marked his grave. I would 
not disturb a proper roTerence for the past ; time covers 
with its dim and twiUght glories both distant scenes and 
the men who acted in them, but, to my mind, Miltia- 
des was not more of a hero at Marathon or Leonidas 
at Thermopylae than Marco Bozzaris at Missilonghi. 
When they went out against the hosts of Persia, Athens 
and Sparta were great and free, and they had the pros-* 
pect of glory and the praise of men, to the Greeks al- 
ways dearer than life. But when the Suliote chief 
drew his sword, his country lay bleeding at the feet 
of a giant, and all Europe condemned the Greek revolu- 
tion as foolhardy and desperate. For two months, with 
but a few hundred men, protected only by a ditch and 
sUght parapet of earth, he defended the town where his 
body now rests against the whole Egyptian army. In 
stormy weather, living upon bad and unwholesome breadi 
with no covering but his cloak, he passed his days &nd 
nights in constant vigil ; in every assault his sword cut 
down the foremost assailant, and his voice, rising above 
the din of battle, struck terror into the hearts of the 
enemy. In the struggle which ended with his life, with 
two thousand men he proposed to attack the whole army 
of Mustapha Pacha, a^ called upon all who were willing 
to die for their countr^to stand forward. The whole 
band advanced to a man. Unwilling to sacrifice so 
many brave men in a death-struggle, he chose three 
hundred, the sacred number of the Spartan band, his 
tried and trusty Suliotes. At midnight he placed himself 
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at their head, directing that not a shot should be fired 
till he sounded hiis bugle ; and his last command was, 
" If you lose sight of me, seek me in the pacha's tent." 
In the moment of victory he ordered the pacha to be 
seized, and received a ball in the loins ; his voice still 
rose above the din of battle, cheering his men until be 
was struck by another ball in the head, and borne dead 
from the field pf his glory. 

Not far from the grave of Bozzaris was a pyramid 
of sculls, of men who had fallen in the last attack upon 
the city, piled up near the blackened and battered wall 
which they had died in defending. In my after wan- 
derings I learned to look more carelessly upon these 
things ; and, perhaps, noticing everywhere the light es- 
timation put upon human life in the East, learned to think 
more lightly of it myself; but, then, it was melancholy 
to see bleaching in the sun, under the eyes of their 
countrymen, the unburied bones of men who, but a little 
while ago, stood with swords in their hands, and anima- 
ted by the noble resolution to free their country or die 
in the attempt. Our guide told us that they had all been 
collected in that place with a view to sepulture ; and 
that King Otho, as soon as he became of age and took 
the government in his own hands, intended to erect a 
monument over them. In the mean time, they are at 
the mercy of every passing traveller; and the only re- 
mark that our guide made was a comment upon the force 
and unerring precision of the blow of the Turkish sabre, 
almost every scull being laid iipen on the side nearly 
down to the ear. 

But the most interesting part of our day at Missilonghi 
was to come. Returning from a ramble round the 
walls, we noticed a large square house, which, our 



d by Google 



BROTHER OF MARCO BOZZARI8. 23 

guide told us, was the residence of Constaatine, the 
brother of Marco Bozzaris. We were all interested in 
this intelligence, and our interest was in no small degree 
increased when he added that the widow and two of 
the children of the Suliote chief were living with his 
brother. The house was surrounded by a high stone 
wall, a large gate stood most invitingly wide open, and 
we turned toward it in the hope of catching a glimpse 
of the inhabitants ; but, before we reached the gate, 
our interest had increased to such a point that, after 
consulting with our guide, we requested him to say that, 
if it would not be considered an intrusion, three trav- 
ellers, two of them Americans, would feel honoured in 
being permitted to pay their respects to the widow and 
children of Marco Bozzaris. 

We were invited in, and shown into a large room on 
the right, where three Greeks were sitting cross-legged 
on a divan, smoking the long Turkish chibouk. Soon 
after the brother entered, a man about fifty, of middling 
height, spare built, and wearing a BaTarian uniform, as 
holding a colonel's commission in the service of King 
Otho. In the dress of the dashing Suliote he would 
have better looked the brother of Marco Bozzaris, and 
I might then more easily have recognised the daring 
warrior who, on the field of battle, in a moment of ex- 
tremity, was deemed, by universal acclamation, worthy 
of succeeding the fallen hero. Now the straight oiilitary 
frockcoat, buttoned tight across the breast, the stock, 
tight pantaloons, boots, and straps, seemed to repress 
the free energies of the mountain warrior ; and I could 
not but think how awkward it must be for one who had 
spent all his life in a dress which hardly touched him, at 
Mty to put on a stock, and straps to his boots. Our 
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guide introduced us, with an apology^ for our intrution. 
The colonel received us with great kindness, thanked 
us for the honour done his brother's widow, and, re- 
questing us to be seated, ordered coffee and pipes. 

And here, on the very first day of our arrival in 
Greece, and from a source which made us proud, we 
had the first evidence of what afterward met me at 
every step, the warm feeling existing in Greece toward 
America ; for almost the first thing that the brother of 
Marco Bozzaris said was to express his gratitude as a 
Greek for the services rendered his country by our 
own ; and, after referring to the provisions sent out for 
his famishing countrymen, his eyes sparkled and his 
cheek flushed as he told us that, when the Greek revo- 
lutionary flag first sailed into the port of Napoli di Ro- 
mania, among hundred^ of vessels of all nations, an 
American captain was the first to recognise and salute it. 

In a few moments the widow of Marco Bozzaris 
entered. I have often been disappointed in my precon- 
ceived notions of personal appearance, but it was not so 
with the lady who now stood before me ; she looked the 
widow of a hero ; as one worthy of her Grecian moth- 
ers, who gave their hair for bowstrings, thieir girdle for 
a sword-belt, and, while their heartstrings were crack- 
ing, sent their young lovers from their arms to fight 
and perish for their country. Perhaps it was she that 
led Marco Bozzaris into the path of immortality ; that 
roused him firom the wild guerilla warfare in which he 
had passed his early life, and fired him with the high 
and holy ambition of freeing his country. Of one 
thing I am certain, no man could look in her face with- 
out finding his wavering purposes fixed, without tread- 
ing more firmly in the path of high and honourable en- 
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t^rise. She was under forty, tall and stately in peraoDy 
and habited in deep black, fit emblem of her widowed 
condition, with a w^ite handkerchief laid flat over her 
head, giving the Madonna cast to her daric eyes and 
marble complexion. We all rose as she entered the 
room ; and though living secluded, smd seldom seeing 
the face of a stranger, she received our compliments and 
returned them with far less embarrassment diaa we 
both felt and exhibited. 

But our embarrassment, at least I speak for myself, 
was induced by an unexpected circumstance. Much 
as I was interested in her appearance, I was not insen- 
sible to the fact that she was accompanied by two young 
and beautiful girls, who were introduced to us as her 
daughters. This somewhat bewildered me. While 
waiting for their appearance, and talking with Constan* 
tine Bozzaris, I had in some way conceived the idea 
that the daughters were mere children, and had fully 
made up my mind to take them both on my knee and 
kiss them ; but the appearance of the stately mother 
recalled me to the grave of Bozzaris ; and the daughters 
would probably have thought that I was taking liberties 
upon so short an acquaintance if I had followed up my 
benevolent purpose in regard to them ; so that, with 
the long pipe in my hand, which, at that time, I did not 
know how to manage well, I cannot flatter myself that 
I exhibited any of the benefit of Continental travel. 

The elder was about sixteen, and even in the opin - 
ion of my friend Doctor W., a cool judge in these mat 
ters, a beautiful giil, possessing in its fullest extent 
all the elements of Grecian beauty : a dark, clear com- 
plexion, dark hair, set off by a little red cap embroiderei 
with gold thread, and a long Uue tassel hanging down 
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behind, and large black eyes, expressing a melancholy 
quiet, but which might be excited to shoot forth glances 
of fire more terrible than her father's sword. Happily, 
too, for us, she talked French, having learned it from 
a French marquis who had served in Greece and been 
domesticated with them; but young and modest, and 
unused to the company of strangers, she felt the embar- 
rassment common to young ladies when attempting to 
speak a foreign language. And we could not talk to 
her on common themes. Our lips were sealed, of 
course, upon the subject which had brought us to her 
house. We could not sound for her the praises of her 
gallant father. At parting, however, I told them that 
the name of Marco Bozzaris was as familiar in Ameri- 
ca as that of a hero of our own revolution, and that it 
had been hallowed by the inspiration of an American 
poet ; and I added that, if it would not be unacceptable, 
on my return to my native country I would send the 
tribute referred to, as an evidence of the feeling existing 
in America toward the memory of Marco Bozzaris. 
My oflfer was gratefully accepted ; and afterward, while 
in the act of mounting my horse to leave Missilonghi, 
our guide, who had remained behind, came to me with. 
a message from the widow and daughters reminding me 
of my promise. 

I do not see that there is any objection to my men- 
tioning that I v^ote to a friend, requesting him to pro- 
cure Halleck's "Marco Bozzaris," and send it to my 
banker at Paris. My friend, thinking to enhance its 
value, applied to Mr. Halleck for a copy in his own 
handwriting. Mr. Halleck, with his characteristic mod- 
esty, evaded the apphcation ; and on my return home I 
told him the story of my visit, and reiterated the same 
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request. He evaded me as he had done my friend, but 
promised me a copy of the new edition of his poems, 
which he afterward gave me, and which, I hope, is 
now in the hands of the widow and daughters of the 
Grecian hero. 

I make no apology for introducing in a book the 
widow and daughters of Marco Bozzaris. True, I was 
received by them in private, without any expectation, 
either on their part or mine, that all the particulars of 
the interview would be noted and laid before the eyes of 
all who choose to read. I hope it will not be considered 
invading the sanctity of private life ; but, at all events, 
I make no apology ; the widow and children of Marco 
Bozzaris are the property of the world. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Choice of a Senrant.— A Tumnit-^Aji JBrsniiig Chat-*Seeiin7 of fhe 
Road^Lepanto.— A projeoted Visit-^Change of Purpoae.— Padias.— 
Yostitza.— Variety and Magnificeiice of Scenery. 

Barren as our prospect was on landing, our first day 
in Greece had already been full of interest. Suppo- 
sing that we should not find anything to engage us 
long, before setting out on our ramble we had directed 
our servant to procure horses, and when we returned 
we found all ready for our departure. 

One word with regard to this same servant. We had 
taken him at Corfu, much against my inclination. We 
had a choice between two, one a full-blooded Greek 
in fustinellas, who in five minutes established himself 
in my good graces, so that nothing but the democratic 
principle of submitting to the will of the majority could 
make me give him up. He held at that time a very 
good office in the police at Corfu, but the eagerness 
which he showed to get out of regular business and go 
roving warmed me to him irresistibly. He seemed to 
be distracted between two opposing feelings ; one the 
strong bent of his natural vagabond disposition to be 
rambling, and the other a sort of tugging at his heart- 
strings by wife and children, to keep him in a place 
where he had a regular assured living, instead of trust- 
ing to the precarious business of guiding travellers. 
He had a boldness and confidence that won me ; and 
when he drew on the sand with his yataghan a map of 
Greece, and told us the route he would take us, zigzag 
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across the Gulf of Corinth to Delphi and the top of 
Parnassus, I wondered that my companions could resist 
him. 

Our alternative was an Italian from somewhere on 
the coast of the Adriatic, whom I looked upon with an 
unfavourable eye, because he came between me and my 
Greek ; and on the morning of our departure I was ear- 
nestly hoping that he had overslept himself, or got into 
some scrape and been picked up by the guard ; but, 
most provokingly, he came in time, and with more bag- 
gage than all of us had together. Indeed, he had so 
much of his own, that, in obedience to Nature's first 
law, he could not attend to ours, and in putting ashore 
some British soldiers at Cephalonia he contrived to let 
my carpet-bag go with their luggage. This did not 
increase my amiable feeling toward him, and, perhaps, 
assisted in making me look upon him throughout with a 
jaundiced eye ; in fact, before we had done with him, I 
regarded him as a slouch, a knave, and a fool, and had 
the questionable satisfaction of finding that my compan- 
ions, though they sustained him as long as they could, 
had formed very much the same opinion. 

It was to him, then, that, on our return from our 
visit to the widow and daughters of Marco Bozzaris, 
we were indebted for a turnout that seemed to aston- 
ish even the people of Missilonghi. The horses were 
miserable little animals, hidden under enormous saddles 
made of great clumps of wood over an old carpet or 
towcloth, and covering the whole back from the shoul- 
ders to the tail ; the luggage was perched on the tops 
of these saddles, and with desperate exertions and the 
help of the citizens of Missilonghi we were perched 
on the top of the luggage. The little animals had a 
C2 
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knowing look as they peered from under die cnqsma- 
cumbent mass, and, supported on either side by the hj'^ 
slanders till we got a little steady in our seats, we put 
forth from Missilonghi. The only gentleman of our 
party was our servant, who followed on a European 
saddle which he had brought for his own use, smoking 
his pipe with great complacency, perfectly satisfied with 
our appearance and with himself. 

It waft lour o'clock when we crossed the broken walls 
of Missilonghi. For three hours our road lay over a 
plain extending to the sea. I have no doubt, if my 
Greek had been there, he would have given an interest 
to the road by referring to scenes and incidents con- 
nected with the siege of Missilonghi ; but Demetrius — 
as he now chose to call himself— knew nothing of 
Greece, ancient or modem ; he had no sympathy of 
feeling with the Greeks ; had never travelled on this 
side of the Gulf of Corinth before ; and so he lagged 
behind and smoked his pipe. 

It was nearly dark when we reached the miserable 
little village of Bokara. We had barely light enough 
to look around for the best khan in which to pass the 
lyght. Any of the wretched tenants would have been 
glad to receive us for the little remuneration we might 
leave with them in the morning. The khans were all 
alike, one room, mud floor and walls, and we selected 
one where the chickens had already gone to roost, and 
prepared to measure off the dirt floor according to our 
dimensions. Before we were arranged a Greek of a 
better class, followed by half a dozen villagers, came 
over,««nd, with many regrets for the vrretched state of 
the country, invited us to his house. Though dressed 
in the Greek costume, it was evident that he had ac- 
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qfoked his maimers ki a school beyond the l>ounds of his 
miserable little Tillage, in which his house now rose like 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa, higher than everything else, 
but rather rickety. In a few minutes we heard the 
death-notes of som^chickens^^and at about nine o^cIock 
sat down to a not unwelcome^ meal. Several Greeks 
dropped in during the evening, and one, a particular 
frieiid of our host's, supped with us. Both talked 
French, and had that perfect ease of mann«t and sa- 
voir faire which I always remarked with admira|ion in 
all Greeks who had travelled. They talked much of 
their travels ; of time spent in Italy and Germany, and 
paiticularly of a long residence at Bucharest. They 
talked, too, of Greece ; of her long and bitter servitude, 
her revolution, and her independence ; and from their 
enthusiasm I could not but think that they had fought 
and bled in her cause. I certainly was not lying in 
wait to entrap them, but I afterward gathered from their 
conversation that they had taken occasion to be on their 
travels at the time when the bravest of their countrymen 
were pouring out their blood like water to emancipate 
their native land. A few years before I might have felt 
indignation and contempt for men who had left their 
country in her hour of utmost need, and returned to en- 
joy the privileges purchased with other men's blood ; but 
I had already learned to take the world as I found it, and 
listened quietly while our host told us that, confiding in 
the permanency of the government secured by the three 
great powers, England, France, and Russia^ he had re* 
turned to Greece, and taken a lease of a large tract of 
land for fifty years, paying a thousand drachms, a 
drachm being one sixth of a dollar, and one tenth of the 
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annual fruits, aJ; the end of which time one half Af the 
land upder cultivation was to belong to his heirs in fee. 

As our host could not conveniently accommodate us 
all, M. and Demetrius returned to the khan at which we 
had first stopped, and where, to jmige from the early 
hour at which they came ov«r «o us the next mcJming, 
they had not spent the night as well w we (Ed. At 
daylight we took our coffee, and again perched our lag- 
gage on the backs of the horses, and ourselves on top 
of the luggage. Our host wished us to remain with 
him, and promised the next day to accompany us to Pa- 
dras ; but this was not a sufficient inducement ; and ta- 
king leave of him, probably for ever, we started for Le- 
panto. 

We rode about an hour on the plain ; the mountains 
towered on our left, and the rich soil was broken into 
rough sandy gullies running down to the sea. Our 
guides had some apprehensions that we should not be 
able to cross the torrents that were running down from 
the mountain ; and when we came to the first, and had 
to walk up along the bank, looking out for a place 
to ford, we fully participated in their apprehensions. 
Bridges were a species of architecture entirely un- 
known in that part of modern Greece; indeed, no 
bridges could have stood against the mountain torrents. 
There would have been some excitement in encounter- 
ing these rapid streams if we had been well mounted ; 
but, from the mannef in which we were hitched on our 
horses, we did not feel any great confidence in our seats. 
Still nothing could be wilder or more picturesque than 
our process in crossing them, except that it might have 
added somewhat to the effect to see one of us floating 
down stream, clinging to the tail of his horse. But we 
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got over <Nr Uoough them all. A range 4>f mountaimi 
^en foilaed on our rigbl^ cutting us off from th^sea, 
and we entoA^ a Talley lying between the two parallel 
ranges. At frst the road, which was exceedingly dif- 
ficult for a man or ^ sure-footed horse, lay along a 
beautiful stream, and th6 ii^olo of the valley extending 
to the Gulf of L€qpQnto is one of the loveliest regions of 
country I ever saw. The ground was rich and verdant, 
and, even at that early season of the year, blooming 
with wild flowers of every hue, but wholly uncultiva- 
ted, the olive-trees having all been cut down by the 
Turks, and without a single habitation on the whole 
route. My Scotch companion, who had a good eye for 
the picturesque and beautiful in natural scenery, was in 
raptures wiUi this valley. I have since travelled in 
Switzerland, not, however, in all the districts frequent- 
ed by tourists ; but in what I saw, beautiful as it is, I 
do not know a place where the wildness of mountain 
scenery is so delightfully contrasted with the softness 
of a rich valley. 

At the end of the valley, directly opposite Padras, 
and on the borders of the gulf, is a wild road called 
Scala Cativa, running along the sides of a rocky, 
mountainous precipice overlooking the sea. It is a wild 
and almost fearful road ; in some places I thought it like 
the perpendicular sides of the Palisades ; and when the 
wind blows in a particular direction it is impossible to 
make headway against it. Our host told us that^ we 
should find diflBiculty that day ; and there was just rude- 
ness enough to make us look well to our movements. 
Directly at our feet was the Gulf of Corinth ; opposite 
a range of mountains; and in the distance the island 
of Zante. On the other side of die 'valley is an ex* 
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txaordinary mountain, very high, and wanting a large 
piec« in the middle, as if cut out with a chisel, leaving 
two straight parallel sides, and called by the 'unpoetical 
name of the armchair. In the wildest part of the Scala, 
where a very slight struggle would have precipitated us 
several hundred feet into the sea, an enormous shep- 
herd's dog came bounding and barking toward us; 
and we were much relieved when his master, who was 
hanging with his flock of goats on an almost inacces- 
sible height, called him away. At the foot of the mount- 
ain we entered a rich plain, where the shepherds were 
pasturing their flocks down to the shore of the sea, and 
in about two hours arrived at Lepanto. 

After diligent search by Demetrius (the name by 
which we had taken him, whose true name, however, 
we found to be Jerolamon), and by all the idlers whom 
the arrival of strangers attracted, we procured a room 
near the farthest wall ; it was reached by ascending a 
flight of steps outside, and boasted a floor, walls, and an 
apology for a roof. We piled up our baggage in one 
corner, or, rather, my companions did theirs, and went 
prowling about in search of something to eat. Our ser- 
vant had not fully apprized us of the extreme poverty of 
the country, the entire absence of all accommodations 
for travellers, and the absolute necessity of carrying 
with us everything requisite for comfort. He was a 
man of few words, and probably thought that, as be- 
tween servant and master, example was better than pre- 
cept, and that the abundant provision he had made for 
himself might serve as a lesson for us ; but, in our case, 
the objection to this mode of teaching was, that it came 
too late to be profitable. At the foot of the hill fronting 
tiie tea was an open pla^e, in one side of which was a 
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little cafteria, where all the good-for-nothing loungers 
pf Lepanto. were assembled. We bought a loaf of bread 
and some eggs, and, with a cup of Turkish coffee, made 
our eyeniDg meal. 

We, had an hour before dark, and strolled -along the 
shore. Though in a ruinous condition, Lepanto is in 
itself interesting, as giving an exact idea of an ancient 
Greek city, being situated in a commanding position 
on the side of a mountain running down to the sea, 
with its citadel on the top, and enclosed by walls^and 
turrets. The port is shut within the walls, which run 
into the sea, and are erected on the foundations of the 
ancient Naupactus. At a distance was the promontory 
of Actium, where Cleopatra, with her fifty ships, 
abandoned Antony, and left to Augustus the empire of 
the world; and directly before us, its surface dotted 
with a few straggling Greek caiques, was the scene of 
a battle which has rung throughout the world, the great 
battle of the Cross against the Crescent, where the alhed 
forces of Spain, Venice, and the pope, amounting to 
nearly three hundred sail, under the command of Don 
John of Austria, humbled for ever the naval pride of the 
Turks. One hundred and thirty Turkish galleys were 
taken and fifty-five sunk ; thirty thousand Turks were 
killed, ten thousand taken prisoners, fifteen thousand 
Christian slaves delivered ; and Pope Pius VI., with 
holy fervour, exclaimed, " There was a man sent from 
God, and his name was John." Cervantes lost his left 
hand in this battle ; and it is to wounds he received 
here that he makes a touching allusioti when reproached 
by a rival : " What I cannot help feeling deeply is, that 
I am stigmatized with beipg old and maimed, as though 
it belonged to me to stay the course of time ; or a^^ 
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though my 'Wouni3s had been receiyed in some tayem 
broil, instjcad of the most lofty occasion which past 
ages have yet seen, or which shall eyer be seen by 
those to come. The scars which the soldier wears on 
his person, itistead of badges of infamy, are stars to 
guide the daring in the path of glory. As for mine, 
though they may not shine in the eyes of the enyious, 
they are at least esteemed by those who know where 
they were receiyed ; and, even was it not yet too late 
to choose, I would rather remain as I am, maimed and 
mutilated, than be now whole of my wounds, without 
haying taken .part in so glorious an achieyement." 

I shall, perhaps, be reproached for mingling with 
the immortal names of Don John of Austria and Cer- 
yantes those of George Wilson, of Proyidence, Rhode 
Island, and James Williams, a black of Baltimore, 
cook on board Lord Cochrane's flagship in the great 
battle between the Greek and Turkish fleets. George 
Wilson was a gunner on board one of the Greek ships, 
and conducted himself with so much gallantry, that 
Lord Cochrane, at a dinner in commemoration of the 
eyent, publicly drank his health. In the same battle 
James Williams, who had lost a finger in the United 
States service under Decatur at Algiers, and had con- 
ducted himself with great coolness and intrepidity in 
several engagements, when no Greek could be found to 
take the helm, volunteered his services, and was struck 
down by a splinter, which broke his legs and arms. 
The historian will probably never mention these gallant 
fellows in his quarto volumes ; but I hope the Ameri- 
can traveller, as he stands at sunset by the shore of the 
Gulf of Lepanto, and recalls to mind the great achieye- 
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ments of Don John und Cervantes, will not fcnrget 
George Wilson and James Williams. 

At evening we returned to our room, built a fire in the 
middlev ^nd, with as much dignity as we could mUs 
ter, sitting on the floor, received a number of Greek 
visiters. When they left us we wrapped ourselves 
in our cloaks and lay down to sleep. Sleep, however, 
is not always won when wooed. Sometimes it takes 
the perverse humour of the wild Irish boy: '^The 
more you call me, the more I won't come." Our room 
had no chimney ; and though, as I lay all night looking 
up at the roof, there appeared to be apertures enough 
to let out the smoke, it seemed to have a loving feeling 
toward us in our lowly position, and clung to us so 
closely that we were obliged to let the fire go out, and 
lie shivering till morning. 

Every schoolboy knows how hard it is to write poe- 
try, but few know the physical di£5culties of climbing 
the poetical mountain itself. We had made arrange- 
ments to sleep the next night at Castri, by the side of 
the sacred oracle of Delphi, a mile up Parnassus. 
Our servant wanted to cross over and go up on the 
other side of the gulf, and entertained us with several 
stories of robberies committed on this road, to which 
we paid no attention. The Greeks who visited us in 
ihe evening related, with much detail, a story of a cele« 
brated captain of brigands having lately returned to his 
haunt on Parnassus, and attacked nine Greek mer- 
chants, of- whom he killed three ; the recital of which 
interesting incident we ascribed to Demetrius, and dis- 
regarded. 

Early in the morning we mounted our horses and 
started for Paxnassus. At the gate of the tows wt 
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were informed that it was necessary, before leaving, 
to have a passport from the eparchos, and I returned 
to procure it. The eparcho^ was a man about forty- 
five, tall and stout, widi a clear olive complexion and a 
sharp black eye, dressed in a rich Greek costume, and, 
fortunately, able to speak French. He was sitting 
cross-legged on a divan, smoking a pipe, and looking 
out upon the sea ; and when I told him my business, 
he laid down his pipe, repeated the story of the robbery 
and murder that we had heard the night before, and 
added that we must abandon the idea of travelling that 
road. He said, farther, that the country was in a dis- 
tracted state ; that poverty was driving men to despera- 
tion ; and that, though they had driven out the Turks, 
the Greeks were not masters of their own country. 
Hearing that I was an American, and as if in want of a 
bosom in which to unburden himself, and as one assured 
of sympathy, he told me the whole story of their long 
and bloody struggle fot independence, and the causes 
that now made the friends of Greece tremble for her 
future destiny. I knew that the seat of the muses bore 
a rather suspicious character, and, in fact, that the rocks 
and caves about Parnassus were celebrated as the abodes 
of robbers, but I was unwilling to be driven from our 
purpose of ascending it. I went to the military com- 
mandant, a Bavarian officer, and told him what I bad 
just heard from the eparchos. He said frankly that he 
did not know much of the state of the country, as he 
had but lately arrived in it ; but, with the true Bavarian 
spirit, advised me, as a general rule, not to believe any- 
thing a Greek should tell me. I returned to the gate, 
and made my double report to my companions. Dr. 
W. returned with me to the eparchos, where the lattex 



d by Google 



A CHANGS OF PURPOSE. 39 

repealed, with great earnestness, all he had told me ; and 
when I persisted in combating his objections, shrugged 
his shoulders in a manner that seemed to say, " your 
blood be on your own heads ;" that he had done his duty, 
and washed his hands of the consequences. As we 
were going out he called me back, and, recurring to our 
previous conversation, said that he had spoken to me 
as an American more freely than he would have done 
to a stranger, and begged that, as I was going to Athens, 
I would not repeat his words where they could do him 
injury. I would not mention the circumstance now, 
but that the political clouds which then hung over the 
horizon of Greece have passed away ; King Otho has 
taken his seat on the throne, and my friend has probably 
long since been driven or retired from public life. I 
was at that time a stranger to the internal politics of 
Greece, but I afterward found that the eparchos was 
one of a then powerful body of Greeks opposed to the 
Bavarian influence, and interested in representing the 
state of the country as more unsettled than it really 
was. I took leave of him, however, as one who had 
intended me a kindness, and, returning to the gate, 
found our companion sitting on his horse, waiting the 
result of our farther inquiries. Both he and my fellow- 
envoy were comparatively indifferent upon the subject, 
while I was rather bent on drinking from the Castalian 
fount, and sleeping on the top of Parnassus. Besides, 
I was in a beautiful condition to be robbed. I had 
nothing but what I had on my back, and I felt sure that 
a Greek mountain robber would scorn my stiff coat and 
pantaloons and black hat. My companions, however, 
were not so well situated, particularly M., who had 
drawn money at Corfu, and had no idea of trusting it to 



d by Google 



40 IHCIDBNTS or TRAVEL. 

the tender mercies of a Greek bandit* In the teeth af 
the advice we had received, it would, perhaps, have 
been foolhardy to proceed ; and, to my great snbsequem 
regret, for the first and the last time in my ramblings, I 
was turned aside from my path by fear of perils on the 
road. Perhaps, after all, I had a lucky escape ; for, if 
the Greek tradition be true, whoever sleeps on the 
mountain becomes an inspired poet or a madman, either 
of which, for a professional man, is a catastrophe to be 
avoided. 

Our change of plan suited Demetrius exactly ; he had 
never travelled on this side of the Gulf of Corinth ; and, 
besides that, he considered it a great triumph that his 
stories of robbers were confirmed by others, showing 
his superior knowledge of the state of the country ; he 
was glad to get on a road which he had travelled before^ 
and on which he had a chance of meeting some of his 
old travelling acquaintance. In half an hour he had us 
on board a caique. We put out from the harbour of 
Lepanto with a strong and favourable wind ; our little 
boat danced lightly over the waters of the Gulf of Co- 
rinth ; and in three hours, passing between the frown- 
ing castles of Romelia and Morea, under the shadow <tf 
the walls of which were buried the bodies of the Chris** 
tians who fell in the great naval battle, we arrived at 
Padras. 

The first thing we recognised was the beautiful little 
cutter which we had left at Missilonghi, riding graceful- 
ly at anchor in the harbour, and the first man we spoke 
to on landing was our old friend the captain. We ex* 
changed a cordial greeting, and he conducted ns to Mr. 
Robertson^ the British Tice-consul, who, at the moment 
of our entering, was in the act of direetmg a letter toi 
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me al Athens. The subject was my interesUng carpet- 
bag. There being no American consul at Padras, I had 
taken the Uberty of writing to Mr. Robertson, requesting 
hiniy if my estate should find its way into his handls, to. 
forward it to me at Athens^ and the letter was to assure 
me of his attention to my wishes. It may be considered, 
treason against classical taste, but it consoled me some* 
what for the loss of Parnassus to find a stranger taking 
so warm an interest in my fugitive habiliments. 

There was something, too, in the appearance of Pa- 
dras, that addressed itself to other feelings than those 
connected with the indulgence of a classical humour. 
Our bones were stiU aching with the last night's rest, or, 
rather, the want of it, at Lepanto ; and when we found 
ourselves in a neat little locanda, and a complaisant 
Greek asked us what we would have for dinner, and 
showed us. our beds for the night, we almost agreed 
that climbing Parujassus and such things were, fit cmly 
for boys just out of college. 

Padras is beautifully situated at the mouth of the 
Gulf of Corinth, and the windows of our locanda com* 
manded a fine view of the bold mountains on the ofpo* 
site side of the gulf, and the parallel range forming the 
valley which leads to Missilonghi. It stands on the site 
of the ancient PatrsB, enumerated by Herodotus among 
the twelve cities of Achaia. During the intervals of 
peace in the Peloponnesian war, Alcibiades, about four 
hundred and fifty years before Christ, persuaded its in- 
habitants to build long walls down to the sea. PhiUp 
of Macedon frequently landed there in his expeditions 
to Peloponnesus. Augustus Caesar, after the battle of 
Actium, made it a Roman colony, and sent thither a 
large body of his veteran soldiers ; ^nd, in the time ojE 
D2 
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CicerO) Roman merchants were settled there jittt as 
Fr«u:h and Italians are now. The modern town has 
grown up since the reTolution, or r^er since the ac- 
cession of Otbo, and bears no marks of the desolation at 
Misstknghi and Lepanto. It contains a long street of 
shops welt supplied with European gooda; the English 
steamers from Corfu to Malta touch here; and, besides 
the litde Greek caiques trading in the Gulf of Corinth, 
vessels from all parts of the A(kiatic are constaatly 
in the harbour. 

Ammg others, there was an Austrian man-0f-war from 
Trieste, on her way to Alexandria. By a singular for- 
tune, the commandant had been in one of the Austmn 
vessels th^t carried to New^York the unfortunate Poles ; 
the only Austrian man-of-war which had eret been tO' 
riie United States. A day or two after their arriral at 
New-York I had t^ken a boat at the Battery and gone 
on board this vessel, and had met the officers ait »omt 
parties given to them at which he had been present ; 
and though we had no actual acquaintance with each 
other, these circumstances were enough to form an im- 
mediate link between us, particularly as he was en^ 
lliufiiastic in his praises of the hospitality of our citizens 
and the beauty of our women. Lest, however, any 
of the latter should be vainglorious at hearing that their 
praises were sounded so far from home,'! consider it 
Dny duty to say that the commandant was almost Mind, 
very slovenly, always smoking a pipe, and generafiy a 
litde tipsy. 

Early in the morning we started for Athens. Our 
turnout was rather better than ^ Missitonghi, but not 
much. The day, however, was fine ; the cold wind 
which, for several days, had been blowing down the 
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Gulf of Corinth, had ceased, and the air was warm, 
and balmy, and mvigoiating. We had already found 
that Greece bad something to attract the stranger be- 
sides the xecoUectioBs of her ancient glories, and often 
forgot that the ground we were trayelling was conse* 
crated by historians and poets, in admiration of its* 
own wild and picturesque beauty. Oar road for aboat 
three hours lay across a plain, and then close along 
the gulf, sometimes winding by the foot of a wild 
precipitous mountain, and then again over a plain, with 
the mountains rising at some distance on our right. 
Sometimes we rose and crossed their ru^ed summits, 
and again descended to the seashore. On our left 
we had constantly the gulf, bordered on the opposite 
side by a raoge <^ mountains sometimes receding and 
then rising almost out of the water, while high abore 
the rest rose the towering summits of Parnassus cor« 
ered with snow. 

It was after dark when we arrived at Yostitza, beau- 
tifully situated on the banks of the Gulf of Corinth. 
This is the representative of the ancient ^gium, one of 
the most celebrated cities in Greece, mentioned by Ho- 
mer' as having supplied vessels for the Trojan war, 
and in the second century containing sixteen sacred 
edifices, a theatre, a portico, and an agora. For many 
ages it was the seat of the Achaian Congress. Proba- 
bly the worthy delegates who met here to deliberatfe 
npott the afiairs of Greece had better accommodations 
than we obtained, or they would be likely, I should 
imagine, to hold but short sessions. 

We stopped at a vile locanda, the only one in the 
place, where we found a crowd of men in a smaU room, 
gathered around a dirty table, eating, one of whom 
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sprang up and claimed me as an old acquaintance.' 
He had on a Greek capote and a large foraging cap 
slouched over his eyes, so that I had some difficulty 
in recognising him as an Italian who, at Padras, had 
tried to persuade me to go by water up to the head of 
the gulf. He had started that morning, about the same 
time we did, with a crowd of passengers, half of whom 
were already by the ears. Fortunately, they were 
obliged to return to their boats, and left all the house 
to us ; which, however, contained little besides a strap- 
ping Greek, who called himself its proprietor. 

Before daylight we were again in the saddle. Du- 
ring the whole day's ride the scenery was magnificent. 
Sometimes we were hemmed in as if for ever enclosed 
in an amphitheatre of wild and gigantic rocks ; then 
from some lofty summit we looked out upon lesser 
mountains, broken, and torn, and thrown into every wild 
and picturesque form, as if by an earthquake ; and af- 
ter riding among deep dells and craggy steeps, yawning 
ravines and cloud-capped precipices, we descended to a 
quiet valley and the seashore. 

At about four o'clock we came down, for the last time, 
to the shore, and before us, at some distance, espied a 
single khan, standing almost on the edge of the water. 
It was a beautiful resting-place for a traveller ; the af- 
ternoon was mild, and we walked on the shore till the 
sun set. The khan was sixty or seventy feet long, and 
contained an upper room running the whole length of 
the building; This room was our bedchamber. We 
built a fire at one end, made tea, and roasted some eggs, 
the smoke ascending and curling around the rafters, and 
finally passing out of the openings in the roof; we 
stretched ourselves in our cloaks, and, with the mur- 
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mur of the waves in our ears, looked through the aper- 
tures in the roof upon the stars, and fell asleep. 

About the middle of the night the door opened with 
a rude noise, and a tall Greek, almost filling the door- 
way, stood on the threshold. After pausing a moment 
he walked in, followed by half a dozen gigantic com- 
panions, their tall figures, full dresses, and the shining 
of their pistols and yataghans wearing a very ugly look 
to a man just' roused from slumber. But they were 
merely Greek pedlers or trayelling merchants, and, 
without any more noise, kindled the fire anew, drew 
their capotes around diem, stretched themselves upon 
the floor, and were soon asleep. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Quarrel with the Landlord.— iSgina.—Sicyoa.'-'Cannth.— A dietmgnished 
Reception-^DesolatioD of Corinth.— The Acropolis.- View from the 
Acropolis.— Lechxum and Cenchrese.- Kaka Scala.— Arrival at Athene 

In the morning Demetrius had a roaring quarrel with 
the keeper of the locanda, in which he ^ed to keep 
back part of the money we gave him to pay for us. He 
did this, however, on principle, for we had given twice 
as much as our lodging was worth, and no man ought 
to have more. His character was at stake in prevent- 
ing any one from cheating us too much ; and, in order 
to do this, he stopped our funds in transitu. 

We started early, and for some time our road lay 
along the shore. It was not necessary, surrounded by 
such magnificent scenery, to draw upon historical recol- 
lections for the sake of giving interest to the road ; still 
it did not diminish that interest to know that, many cen- 
turies ago, great cities stood here, whose sites are now 
desolate or occupied as the miserable gathering-places 
of a starving population. Directly opposite Parnassus, 
and at the foot of a hill crowned with the ruins of an 
acropohs, in perfect desolation now, stood the ancient 
.£gira ; once numbering a population of ten thousand 
inhabitants, and in the second century containing three 
hiera, a temple, and another sacred edifice. Farther on, 
and toward the head of the Gulf of Corinth, the misera- 
ble village of Basilico stands on the site of the ancient 
Sicyon, boasting as high an antiquity as any city in 
Greece, and long celebrated as the first of her schools 
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of painting. In five hours we came in sight of the 
Acropolis of Corinth, and, shortly after, of Corinth it- 
self, . 

The reader need not fear my plunging him deeply into 
antiquities. Greece has been explored, and examined, 
and written upon, till the subject is almost threadbare ; 
and I do not flatter myself that I discovered in it any- 
thing new. Still no man from such a distant country 
as mine can find himself crossing the plain of Corinth, 
and ascending to the ancient city, without a strange and 
indescribable feeling. We have no old monuments, no 
classical associations ; and our history hardly goes be- 
yond the memory of that venerable personage, " the 
oldest inhabitiant." Corinth is so old that its early rec- 
ords are blended with the history of the heathen gods. 
The Corinthians say that it was called after the son 
of Jupiter, and its early sovereigns were heroes of the 
Grecian mythology. It was the friend of Sparta and 
the rival of Athens ; the first city to build war-galleys 
and send forth colonies, which became great empires. 
It was the assembling-place of their delegates, who 
elected Philip, and afterward Alexander the Great, to 
conduct the war against the Persians. In painting, 
sculpture, and architecture surpassing all the achieve- 
ments of Greece, or which the genius of man has ever 
since accomplished. Conquered by the then barbarous 
Romans, her walls were razed to the ground, her men 
put to the sword, her women and children sold into cap- 
tivity, and the historian who records her fall writes that 
he saw the finest pictures thrown wantonly on the 
ground, and Roman soldiers playing on them at draughts 
and dice. For many years deserted, Corinth was again 
peopled; rose rapidly from its riiins; and, when St 
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Paul abode there '^a year and six inoDtb8''«-to the Cfaari»* 
tian the most interei^g period in her history — sh« was 
again a populous city, and the Corinthians a luxurious 
people. 

Its situation in the early ages of the world could not 
fail to make it a great commercial emporium. In the 
inexperienced navigation of early times it was ccmsid- 
ered difficult and dangerous to go around the point of 
the Peloponnesus, and there was a proTerb, '^Before 
the mariner doubles Cape Malea, he should forget all 
he holds dearest in the world." Standing on the isthmus 
commanding the Adriatic and JBgean Seas ; receiring 
in one hand the riches of Asia and in the other those 
of ^Europe; distributing them to OTery quarter of the 
then known world, wealth followed commerce, and 
then came luxury and extravagance to such an extent 
that it became a proverb, *' It is not for every man to 
go to Corinth." 

As travellers having regard to supper and lodging, we 
should have been glad to see some vestige of its ancient 
luxury ; but times are changed ; the rumed city stands 
where stood Corinth of old, but it has fallen once more ; 
the sailor no longer hugs the well-known coasts, but 
launches fearlessly into the trackless ocean, and Corinth 
can never again be what she has been. 

Our servant had talked so much of the hotel at Corinth, 
that perhaps the idea of bed and lodging was rather too 
prominent in our reveries as we approached the fallen 
city. He rode on before to announce our coming, and, 
working our way up the hill through narrow streets, 
Stared at by all the Bvsn, followed by a large represent- 
ation from the juvenile portion of the modem Corin<« 
tbians, and barked at by the dogs, we tamed into a 
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krge enclosure, something Hke a^ barnyard, on which 
opened a mined balcony forming the entrance to the 
hotel. Demetrius was standing before it with our host, 
as unpromising a looking scoundrel as erer took a trav* 
eller in. He had been a notorious captain of brigands ; 
and when his lawless band was broken up and half of 
its number hanged, he could not overcome his disposi* 
tion to prey upon travellers, but got a couple of mat^ 
tresses and bedsteads, and set up a hotel at Corinth. 
Demetrius had made a bargain for us at a price that 
made him hang his head when he UAd it, and we wei;^ 
so indignant at the extortion that we at first refused to 
dismount. Our host stood aloof, being used to such 
scenes, and perfectly sure that, after storming a little, 
we should be glad to take the only beds between Pa- 
dras and Athens. In the end, however, we got the bet- 
ter both of him and Demetrius ; for, as he had fixed sep- 
arate prices for dinner, beds, and breakfast, we went to a 
little Greek cofifee-house, and raised half Corinth to get 
us something to eat, and paid him only for our lodging. 

We had a fine afternoon before us, and our first 
movement was to the ruins of a temple, the only monu- 
ment of antiquity in Corinth. The city has been so 
often sacked and plundered, that not a column of the 
Corinthian order exists in the place from which it de- 
rives its name. Seven columns of the old temple are 
still standmg, fluted and of the Doric order, though 
wanting in height the usual proportion to the diame« 
ter ; built probably before that order had attained its 
pezfectioB, and long before the Corinthian order was 
invented; though when it was hoik, by whom, or to 
what god it was consecrated, antiquaries cannot agree 
m deciding^ Contrasted with these solitary column* 
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of an unknown antiquity are ruins of yesterday. Houses 
fallen, burned, and black with smoke, as if the wretched 
inmates had fled before the blaze of their dwellings ; 
and high above the ruined city, now as in the days 
when the Persian and Roman invaded it, still towers 
the Acropolis, a sharp and naked rock, rismg abruptly 
a thousand feet from the earth, inaccessible and im- 
pregnable under the science of ancient war ; and in all 
times of invasion and public distress, from her earliest 
history down to the bloody days of the late revolution, 
the refuge of the inhabitants. 




Corinth. 



It was late in the afternoon when we set out for the 
Acropolis. About a mile from the city we came to 
the foot of the hill, and ascended by a steep and diffi« 
cult path, with many turnings and windings, to the first 
gate. Having been in the saddle since early in the 
morning, we stopped several times to rest, and each 
time lingered and looked out with admiration upon the 
wild and beautiful scenery around us ; and we thought 
of the frequently, recurring times when hostile armies 
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had drawn up before the city at our feet, and the inhabi* 
tantSy in terror and confusion, had hurried up this path 
and taken refuge within the gate before us. 

Inside the gate were the ruins of a city, and here, too, 
we saw the tokens of ruthless war ; the fire-brand was 
hardly yet extinguished, and the houses were in ruins* 
Within a few years it has been the stronghold and 
refuge of infidels and Christians, taken and retaken, de- 
stroyed, rebuilt, and destroyed again, and the ruins of 
Turkish mosques and Christian churches are mingled 
together in undistinguishable confusion. This enclo* 
sure is abundantly supplied with water, issuing from 
the rock, and is capable of containing several thousand 
people. The fountain of Pyrene, which supplies the 
Acropolis, called the most salubrious in Greece, is cele- 
brated as that at which Pegasus was drinking when 
taken by Bellerophon. Ascending among ruined and 
deserted habitations, we came to a second gate flanked 
by towers. A wall about two miles in circumference 
encloses the whole summit of the rock, including two 
principal points which still rise above the rest. One is 
crowned vnth a tower and the other with a mosque, 
now in ruins ; probably erected where once stood a hea- 
then temple. Some have mistaken it for a Christian 
church, but all agree that it is a place built and con« 
secrated to divine use, and that, for unknown ages, 
men haye gone up to this cloud-capped point to wor- • 
ship their Creator. It was a sublime idea to erect on 
this lofty pinnacle an altar to the Almighty. Above us 
were only the unclouded heavens ; the sun was setting 
with that brilliancy which attends his departing glory 
nowhere but in the East ; and the sky was glowing with 
a lurid red, as of some great conflagration. The scene 
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anmnd and below was wondrouslj beautifal. Mount- 
ains and rivers, seas and islands, rocks, forests, smd 
plains, thrown together in perfect wantonness, and yet 
in the most perfect harmony, and every feature in the 
expanded landscape consecrated bj the richest associa- 
tioos. On one side the Saronic Gulf, with its little isl- 
ands, and JBgina and Salamis, stretching off to ** Suni- 
um'g marble height," with the ruins of its temple look- 
ing out mournfully upon the sea ; on the other, the Gulf 
of Corinth or Lepanto, bounded by the dark and drea- 
ry mountains of Cytheron, where Acteon, gazing at 
the goddess, was changed into a stag, and hunted to 
death by his own hounds ; and where Bacchus, with his 
trun of satyrs and frantic bacchantes, celebrated his 
orgies. Beyond were Helicon, sacred to Apollo and 
the Muses, and Parnassus, covered with snow. Behind 
us towered a range of mountains stretching away to Ar- 
gos and the ancient Sparta, and in front was the dim 
outline of the temple of the Acropolis at Athens. The 
shades of evening gathered thick around us while we 
remained on the top of the Acropolis, and it was dark 
long before we reached our locanda. 

The next morning we breakfasted at the coffee-house, 
and left Corinth wonderfully pleased at having out- 
witted Demetrius and our brigand host, who gazed af- 
ter us with a suriy scowl as we rode away, and proba- 
bly longed for the good old days when, at the head of 
his hanged companions, he could have stopped us at 
the first mountain-pass and levied contributions at his 
own rate. I probably condenfm myself when I say^at 
we left this ancient city with such a trifle uppermost 
in our thoughts, but so it was ; we bought a loaf of 
bread as we passed through the market-place, and de- 
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flcended to the plain of Corinth. We had still the same 
horses which we rode from Padras ; they were mis- 
erable animals, and I did not momit mine the whole 
day. Indeed, this is the true way to travel in Greece ; 
the country is mountainous, and the road or narrow 
horse-path so rough and precipitous that the traveller 
is often obliged to dismount and walk. The exercise 
of clambering up the mountains and the purity of the 
air brace every nerve in the body, and not a single 
feature of the scenery escapes the eye. 

But, as yet, there are other things beside scenery ; on 
each side of the road and within site of each other 
are the ruins of the ancient cities of Lechaeum and Cen- 
chreae, the ports of Corinth on the Corinthian and Sa- 
ronic Gulfs ; the former once connected with it by two 
long walls, and the road to the latter once lined with 
temples and sepulchres, the ruins of which may still be 
seen. The isthmus connecting the Peloponnesus with 
the continent is about six miles wide, and Corinth owed 
her commercial greatness to the profits of her merchants 
in transporting merchandise across it. Entire vessels 
were sometimes carried from one sea and launched into 
the other. The project of a canal across suggested it- 
self both to the Greeks and Romans, and there yet ex- 
ist traces of a ditch commenced for that purpose. 

On the death of Leonidas, and in apprehension of- a 
Persian invasion, the Peloponnesians built a wall across 
the isthmus from Lechasum to Cenchreae. This wall 
was at one time fortified with a hundred and fifty tow* 
era '^it was often destroyed and as often rebuilt ; and in 
one place, about three miles from Corinth, vestiges of it 
may still be seen. Here were celebrated those Isthmian 
games so familiar to every tyro in Grecian literature and 
E2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 nfCIDBNTS OP TRAVSt. "^ 

history ; toward Mount Oneus stands on an eminence an 
ancient mound, supposed to be the tomb of Melicer- 
tesy their founder, and near it is at this day a grore of 
the sacred pine, with garlands of the leares of which 
the victors were crowned. 

In about three hou9 from Corinth we crossed the 
isthmus, and came to the village of Kalamaki on the 
shore of the Saronic Gulf, containing a few miserable 
buildings, fit only for the miserable people who occu* 
pied them. Directly on the shore was a large coffee* 
house enclosed by mud walls, and having branches of 
trees for a roof ; and in front was a little flotilla of Greek 
caiques. 

Next to the Greek's love for his native mountains is 
his passion for the waters that roll at their feet ; and 
many of the proprietors of the rakish little boats in the 
harbour talked to us of the superior advantage of the 
sea over a mountainous road, and tried to make us aban-» 
don our horses and go by water to Athens ; but we clung 
to the land, and have reason to congratulate ourselves 
upon having done so, for our road was one of the most 
beautiful it was ever my fortune to travel over. For 
some distance I walked along the shore, on the edge 
of a plain running from the foot of Mount Geranion. 
The plain was intersected by mountain torrents, the 
channel-beds of which were at that time dry. We 
passed the little village of Caridi, supposed to be the 
Sidus of antiquity, while a ruined church and a few 
old blocks of maible mark the site of ancient Crommy- 
on, celebrated as the haunt of a wild boar destroyed 
by Theseus. 

At the other end of the plain we came to the foot 
of Mount Geranion, stretching out boldly to the edge of 
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the gnlf, and followed tbe road along its southern sido 
close to and sometimes overiianging the sea. From 
time immemorial this has been called the Kaka Scala, 
or b^d way. It is narrow, steep, and rugged, and wild 
to sublimity. Soihetimes we were completely hemmed 
in by impending mountains, and. then rose upon a lofty 
eminence commanding an almost boundless view. Oa 
the summit of the range the road runs directly along the 
mountain's brink, oye^ianging the sea^ and so nairow 
that two horsemen can scarcely pass abreast ; where a 
fltumble would plunge the traveller several hundred yards 
into the waters beneath. Indeed, the horse of one of 
my companions stumbled and fell, and put him in such 
peril that both dismounted and accompanied me on foot 
In the oklen time this wild and rugged road was famous 
as the haunt of the robber Sciron, who plundered the 
luckless travellers, and then threw them from this pre* 
cipice. The fabulous account is, that Theseus, three 
thousand years before, on his first visit to Athens, en« 
countered the famous robber, and tossed him from the 
same precipice whence he had thrown so many better 
men. According to Ovid, the earth and the sea refused 
to receive the bones of Sciron, which continued for 
some time suspended in the open air, until they were 
changed into large rocks, whose points still appear at 
the foot of the precipice ; and to this day, say the sail- 
ors, knock the bottoms out of the Greek vessels. In 
later days this road was so infested by corsairs and pi- 
rates, that even the Turks feared to travel on it ; at one 
place, that looks as though it might be intended as a 
jumping-off point into another world, Ino, with her son 
Melicertes in her arms (so say the Greek poets), threw 
herself into tbe sea to escape the fury of her husband; 
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and we know that in later days St. Paul travelled on 
this road to preach the gospel to the Corinthians. 

But, independently of all associations, and in spite 
of its difficulties and dangers, if a man were by acci- 
dent placed on the lofty height without knowing where 
he was, he would be struck with the view which it 
commands, as one of the most beautiful that mortal 
eyes ever beheld. It was my fortune to pass over it a 
second time on foot, and I often seated myself on some 
wild point, and waited the coming up of my muleteers, 
looking out upon the sea, calm and glistening as if 
plated with silver, and studded with islands in continu- 
ous clusters stretching away into the iEgean. 

During the greater part of the passage of the Kaka 
Scala my companions walked with me ; and, as we 
always kept in advance, when we seated ourselves on 
some rude rock overhanging the sea to wait for our 
beasts and attendants, few things could be more pic- 
turesque than their approach. 

On the summit of the pass we fell into the ancient 
paved way that leads from Attica into the Pelopon** 
nesus, and walked over the same pavement which the 
Greeks travelled, perhaps, three thousand years ago. 
A ruined wall and gate mark the ancient boundary ; and 
near this an early traveller observed a large block of 
white marble projecting over the precipice, and almost 
ready to fall into the sea, which bore an inscription, now 
illegible. Here it is supposed stood the Stfele erected 
by Theseus, bearing on one side the inscription, " Here 
is Peloponnesus, not Ionia ;" and on the other the equal- 
ly pithy notification, " Here is not Peloponnesus, but 
Ionia." It would be a pretty place of residence for a 
man in misfortune ; for, besides the extraordinary beauty 
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of die scentiy, hj a siii|^6 step be might avoid the sei- 
fice of citil process, and set the sheriff of Attica or 
the Peloponnesus' at defiance. Descendiiigi we saw 
before us a beautiful plain, extending from the foot 
of the mountain to the sea, and afar ofi^ on an eminence 
commanding the plain, was the little town of Megara. 

It is unfortunate for the reader that every ruined vil- 
lage on the road stands on the site of an ancient city. 
The ruined town before us was the birthplace of Euclid, 
and the representative of that Me^gara which is distin- 
guished in history more than two thousand years ago ; 
which sent forth its armies in the Persian and Pelopon- 
nesian wars ; alternately the ally and enemy of Corinth 
and Athens; containing numerous temples, and the 
largest public houses in Greece ; and though exposed, 
with her other cities, to the violence of a fierce democ- 
nu:y, as is recorded by the historian, " the Megareans 
retained their independence and lived in peace." As a 
Ugh compliment, the people offered to Alexander the 
Great the freedom of their city. When we approached 
it its appearance was a speaking comment upon human 
pride. 

It had been demolished and burned by Greeks and 
Turks, and now presented little more than a mass of 
blackened ruins. A few apartments had been cleared 
oat and patched up, and occasionally I saw a solitary 
figure stalking amid the desolation. 

I had not mounted ray horse all day ; had kicked out 
& pair of Greek shoes on my walk, and was ahnost bare- 
foot when I entered the city. A little below the town 
^ai a large building enclosed by a high wall, with a 
Bavarian soldier lounging at the gate. We entered, and 
found a good coffee-room below, and a comfortable bed« 
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chamber above, where we found good quilts and mat 
tresses, and slept like princes. 

Early in the morning we set out for Athens, our road 
for some time lying along the sea. About half way to 
the Pirasus, a ruined village, with a starving popula- 
tion, stands on the site of the ancient Eleusis, famed 
throughout all Greece fcH: the celebration of the myste- 
rious rites of Ceres. The magnificent temple of the 
goddess has disappeared, and the colossal statue made 
by the immortal Phidias now adorns the vestibule of 
the University at Cambridge. We lingered a little 
while in the village, and soon after entered the Via Sa- 
cra, by which, centuries ago, the priests and people 
moved in solemn religious processions firom Athens to 
the great temple of Ceres, At first we passed under- 
neath the cliff along the shore, then rose by a steep as- 
cent among the mountains, barren and stony, and wear- 
ing an aspect of desolation equal to that of the Roman 
Campagna ; then we passed through a long defile, upon 
the side of which, deeply cut in the rock, are seen the 
marks of chariot- wheels ; perhaps of those used in the 
sacred processions. We passed the ruined monastery of 
Daphne, in a beautifully picturesque situation, and in a 
few minutes saw the rich plain of Attica ; and our mule- 
teers and Demetrius, with a burst of enthusiasm, per- 
haps because the journey was ende^, clapped their 
hands and cried out, ^^ Atinae ! Atinae !" 

The reader, perhaps, trembles at the name of Athens, 
but let him- take courage. I promise to let him off 
easily. A single remark, however, before reaching it. 
The plain of Attica Ues between two parallel ranges of 
mountains, and extends from the sea many miles back 
into the interior. On the border of the sea stands the 
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Piraeus, now, as in former times, the harbour of the city ; 
and toward the east, on a little eminence, Athens itself, 
like the other cities in Greece, presenting a miserable ap- 
pearance, the effects of protracted and relentless wars. 
But high above the mips of the modern city towers the 
Acropolis, holding up to the skies the ruined temples 
of other days, and proclaiming what Athens was. We 
wound around the temple of Theseus, the most beautiful 
and perfect specimen of architecture that time has 
spared ; and in striking contrast with this monument of 
the magnificence of past days, here, in the entrance to 
the city, our horses were struggling and sinking up to 
their saddle-girths in the mud. 

We did in Athens what we should have done in Bos- 
ton or Philadelphia ; rode up to the best hotel, and, not 
being able to obtain accommodations there, rode to 
another; where, being again refused admittance, we 
were obliged to distribute ourselves into three parcels. 
Dr. Willet went to Mr. Hill's (of whom more anon). 
M. found entrance at a new hotel in the suburbs, and I 
betook myself to the Hotel de France. The gar9on 
was rather bothered when* I threw him a pair of old 
boots which I had hanging at my saddle-bow, and told 
hun to take care of my baggage ; he asked me when the 
rest would come up ; and hardly knew what to make of 
me when I told/him that was all I travelled with. 

I was still standing in the court of the hotel, almost 
barefoot, and thinking of the prosperous condition of the 
owner of a dozen shirts, and other things conforming, 
when Mr. Hill came over and introduced himself; and 
telling me that his house was the house of every Amer- 
ican, asked me to waive ceremony and bring my luggage 
over at once. This was again hitting my sore point ; 
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everybody teemed to take a epedal intereet in my 
Inggage^and I was oUiged to tell my story ipore dran 
once. I declined Mr. Hill^e kind inritalioii, bot called 
upon him early the next day, dined with him, and, daring 
the whole of my stay in Athena, was in the habit, to a 
great extent, of making his house my home ; nod this, 
I believe, is the case with all the Americans wiio go 
there ; besides which, some borrow his money, and 
others his clothes. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

iuuBiinm Uianoaurj School.— Vint to tbe SeiiooL— Mr. Hill and tte 
Male Department.— Mrs. Hill and the Female Department.— Maid of Ath- 
ena.— Letter from Mh Hill.— ReviTal of Athena.— Citizens of the World. 

IThb first thing We did in Athens was to Tisit th« 
American inissiotiary school. Among the extraoidinary 
changes of an ever-changmg wx^ld, it is not the least 
that the young America is at this moment paying back 
the debt which the world owes to the mother of science, 
and the citizen ef a country which the wisest of the 
Greeks never dreamed of, is teaching the descendants 
of Plato and Aristotle the elemfents of their own tongue. 
I did not expect among the ruins of Athens to find any* 
thing that would particularly touch my national feelings, 
but it was a subject of deep and interesting reflection 
that, in the city which surpassed all the world in learo^ 
ing, where Socrates, and Plato, and Aristotle taught^ 
and Cicero went to study, the only door of instruction 
was that opened by the hands of American citizens, and, 
an American missionary Was the only schoolmaster; 
and I am ashamed to say that t was not aware of the 
existence of such an institution until advised of it by my 
frietid Dr. W. 

In eighteen hundred and thirty the Rev. Messrs. Hill 
and Robinson, with their families, sailed from this city 
(New-York) as the agents of the Episcopal missionary 
society, to found schools in Greece. Th^y first estab* 
Hshed themselves in the Island of Tenos ; but, finding 
that it was not die right field for their labours, employed 
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themselv^ in acquiring a knowledge- of the language, 
and of the character and habits of the modem Greeks. 
Their attention was directed to Athens, and in the spring 
of eighteen hundred and thirty-one they made a visit to 
that city, and were so confirmed in their impressions, 
that they purchased a lot of ground on which to erect 
edifices for a permanent establishment, and, in the mean 
time, rented a house for the immediate commencement 
of a school. They returned to Tenos for their families 
and effects, and again arrived at Athens about the end 
of June following. From the deep interest taken in 
their struggle for liberty, and the timely help furnished 
them in their hour of need, the Greeks were warmly pre- 
possessed in favour of our countrymen ; and the conduct 
of the missionaries themselves was so judicious, that 
they were received with the greatest respect and the 
warmest welcome by the public authorities and the 
whole population of Athens. Their furniture, printing- 
presses, and other effects were admitted free of duties ; 
and it is but justice to them to say that, since that time, 
they have moved with such discretion among an exci- 
table and suspicious people, that, while they have ad- 
vanced in the great objects of their mission, they have 
grown in the esteem and good- will of the best and most 
influential inhabitants of Greece ; and so great was Mr. 
Hill's confidence in their affections, that, though there 
was at that time a great political agitation, and it was 
apprehended that Athens might again become the scene 
of violence and bloodshed, he told me he had no fears, 
and felt perfectly sure that, in any outbreaking of pop- 
ular fury, himself and family, and the property of the 
mission, would be respected.* 
* Since my retuni home I have seen in a newspaper an account of a 



d by Google 



•TISIT TO THV SCHOOli. 68 

In the middle of the summer of their arrittl at Ath- 
ens, Mrs. Hill opened a school for girls in the magazine 
or cellar of the house in which they resided ; the first 
day she had twenty pupils, and in two months one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven. Of the first ninety-six, not more 
than six could read at all, and that very imperfectly ; 
and not more than ten or twelve knew a letter. At the 
time of our visit the school numbered nearly five hun- 
dred ; and when we entered the large room, and the 
scholars all rose in a body to greet us as Americans, I 
felt a deep sense of regret that, personally, I had no 
hand in such a work, and almost envied the feelings 
of my companion, one of its patrons and founders. 
Besides teaching them gratitude to those from whose 
country they derived the privileges they enjoyed, Mr. 
Hill had wisely endeavoured to impress upon their 
minds a respect for the constituted authorities, particu- 
larly important in that agitated and unsettled commu- 
nity ; and on one end of the wall, directly fronting the 
seats of the scholars, was printed, in large Ghreek charac- 
ters, the text of Scripture, " Fear God, honour the king.** 

It was all important for the missionaries not to of- 
fend the strong prejudices of the Greeks by any attempt 
to withdraw the children from the religion of their fa- 
thers ; and the school purports to be, and is intended 
for, the diffusion of elementary education only ; but it 
is opened in the morning with prayer, concluding with 
the Lord's Prayer as read in our churches, which is 
repeated by the whole school aloud ; and on Sundays, 
besides the prayers, the creed, and sometimes the Ten 

popular commotion at Syra, in which the printing-presses and books d 
the missionaries were destroyed, and Mr. Robinson was threatened with 
penMial violence. 
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Comi»aiidiii9Bto, are recited, and a chapter from the 
Gospels is read aloud by one of the scholars, the piia^ 
aionaries deemiog this more expedient than to conduct 
the exercises themselyes. The lesson for the day is 
always the portion appointed for the gospel of the day 
in their own church ; and they close by singing a byam. 
The room is thrown open to the public, and is firequenir 
ly resorted to by the parents of the children and stian* 
gers ; some coming, perhaps, says Mr. Hill, to '^ hear 
what these babblers will say," and ^' other some" from a 
suspicion that ** we are setters forth of strange gods." 

The boys' school is divided into three departments, 
the lowest under charge of a Greek qualified on the 
liancasterian system. They were of all ages, from three 
to eighteen ; and, as Mr- Hill told me, most c£ them 
had been half-clad, dirty, ragged little urchins, who, 
before they were put to their A, B, C, or, rather, theii 
Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, had to be thoroughly 
W^faed, rubbed, scrubbed, doctored, and dressed, and, 
but for the school, would now, perhaps, be prowling 
Y9giJbonds in the streets of Athens, or training for rob- 
bery in the mountains. They were a body of fine- 
IcM^ng boys, possessing, as Mr. Hill told me, in an 
extraordinary degree, all that liyeliness of imagination, 
that curiosity and eagerness after knowledge, which dis^k 
ti^guished the Greeks of old, retaining, under centuries 
<tf dreadful oppression, the recollection of the greatness 
of their fathers, and, what was particularly interesting, 
many of them bearing the great names so £Bimiliar in 
Grecian history ; I shook hands with a little Miltiades, 
Leonidas, Aristides, &c., in features and apparent in- 
telligence worthy descendants of the immortal men 
whose names diey bear. And there was one who 
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starded ine> he was the son of the Maid of Athens-! 
To me the Maid of Athens was almost an imagi- 
nary being, something fanciful, a creation of the brain, 
and not a corporeal substance, to have a little urchin 
of a boy. But so it was. The Maid of Athens is 
married. She had a right to marry, no doubt ; and it 
is said that there is poetry in married life, and, doubt* 
less, she is a much more interesting person now than 
the Maid of Athens at thirty-six could be ; but the Maid 
of Athens is married to a Scotchman ! the Maid of 
Athens is now Mrs. Black! wife of George Black! 
head of the police I and her son's name is • * * * * 
Black I and she has other little Blacks ! Comment is 
unnecessary. 

But the principal and most interesting part of this 
missionary school was the female department, undet 
the direction of Mrs. Hill, the first, and, except at Syrd^ 
the only school for females in all Greece, and partic- 
ularly interesting to me from the fact that it owed its 
existence to the active benevolence of my own country- 
women. At the close of the Greek revolution, female 
education was a thing entirely unknown in Greece, and 
the women of all classes were in a most deplorable state 
of ignorance. When the strong feeling that ran through 
our country in favour of this struggling people had sub- 
sided, «nd Greece was freed from the yoke of the 
Mussulman, an association of ladies in the little town 
of Troy, perhaps instigated somewhat by an inherent 
lo?e of power and extended rule, and knowing the influ- 
ence of their sex in a cultivated state of society, formed 
the project of establishing at Athens a school exclu<- 
sively for the education of females ; and, humble and 
unpretending as was its commencement, it is becoming 
F2 
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a Jiicire powexfol instrument in the ciTilisatiw and mofal 
and religious iroprQTenaueni of Greece, than all that 
Eun^ema diplomacy bas eTer done for her. The girls 
were distributed in different classes, according to their 
age and advancement ; they had dean laces and hands, 
a rare thing with Greek children, and were neatly 
cbessed, many of them wearing frocks neiadB by ladies 
at honoe (probably at some of our sewing societies) ; and 
some d thesn had attained auch an age, and had such 
(use, dariL, rdling eyes as to make even a northern tem- 
perament feel the powerful influence they would soon 
exercise over the rising, excitable generation-of Greeks, 
and ahnoat make him bless the hands that were direct* 
ing that influence aright. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hill acc<Mnpanied as through the whole 
estabUshment, and, being Americans, we wese every- 
where looked upon and received by the girls as patrons 
and fathers of the school, both which characters I waived 
in favour of my fiiend ; the one because he was really 
entitled to it, and the other because some cf the girls 
were so well grown that I did not care to be regarded as 
standing in that venerable relationship. The didaska- 
lissas, or teachers, were of this d^cription, and they 
spoke English. Occasionally Mr. Hill called a little 
girl up tp us, and told us her history, generally a mel- 
anchply one, as, being reduced to .die extremity ^f want 
by the irevpltttion ; or an orf^an, whose .parents had 
been murdered by the Turks ; and I had acoinversation 
with a Uttle Penelope, who, however, did not look as if 
she would play the faithful wife of Ulysses, and, if I 
Md a judge of physiognomy, would never endure wid- 
pwhood twenty years for any man. 

Before we went away the whole school rose at ^mce, 
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ukI gsf e us a glorious finale with a Greek bymn. In 
a short time these gills will grow up into women am} 
return to their seve^'al families; others will succeed 
them, iwd again go out, and every year hundreds will 
distribute themselves in the cities and among the fast- 
nesses of the mountains^ to exei^cise over their father^^ 
and brothers, and lovers, the influence of the education 
acquired here ; instructed in all the arts of woman in 
civilized domestic life, firmly grounded in the principles 
pf morality, and of religion purified from the follies, ab- 
ftui^ties, and abominations of the Greek faith. I have 
seen much of the missionary labours in the East, but I 
do not know an institution which promises so surely the 
happiest results. If the women are educated, the men 
cannot remain ignorant ; if the women are enlightened 
in religion, the men cannot remain debased and d^gra* 
ded Ghristians. 

The ex-secretary Rigos was greatly affected at the 
appeanmce of this female school ; and, after surveying 
it attentively for some moments, pointed to the Parthe- 
non on the summit of the Acropolis, and said to Mrs. 
HiU, with deep emotion, ^' Lady, you are erecting in 
Athens a monument more enduring and more noble than 
yonder temple ;" and the king was so deeply impressed 
wkh its value, that, a short time before my arrival, he 
propo^ to Mr. Hill to take into his house girls from 
difibrant districts and educate them as teachers, with 
the view of sending them back to their districts, there 
to orggmize new schools, and carry out the great work 
of female education, Mr. Hill acceded to the proposal, 
a&d the American missionary school now stands as the 
nucleus of a large and growing system of education in 
Greece ; and, ntxy oppoirtunely for my purpose, within 
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a few days I have received a letter from Mr. HiU, in 
which, in relation to the school, he says, " Our mis- 
sionary establishment is much increased since you saw 
it; our labours are greatly increased, and I think I may 
say we have now reached the summit of what we had 
proposed to ourselves. We do not think it possible 
that it can be extended farther without much larger 
means and more personal aidv We do not wish or in- 
tend to ask for either. We have now nearly forty per- 
sons residing with us, of whom thirty-five are Greeks, 
all of whom are brought within the influence of the gos- 
pel ; the greater part of them are young girls from dif- 
ferent parts of Greece, and even from Egypt and Tur- 
key (Greeks, however), whom we are preparing to be- 
come instructresses of youth hereafter in their various 
districts. We have five hundred, besides, under daOy 
instruction in the different schools under our care, and 
we employ under us in the schools twelve native teach- 
ers, who have themselves been instructed by us. We 
have provided for three of our dear pupils (all of whom 
were living with us when you were here), who are hon- 
ourably and usefully settled in life. One is married to 
a person eveiy way suited to her, and both husband and 
wife are in our n^issionary service. One has charge of 
the government female school at the Piraeus, and sup- 
ports her father and mother and a large family by her 
salary; and the third has gone with our missionaries to 
Crete, to take charge of the female schools there. We 
have removed into our new house" (of which the foun* 
dation was just laid at the time of my visit), ^* and, large 
as it is, it is not half large enough. We are trying to 
raise ways and means to enlarge it considerably, that 
ive may take i^c^e boarders und^r oux own roof, which 
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we look up to as the most important means of making 
sure of our labour ; for every one who comes to reside 
with us is taken away from the corrupt example exhib- 
ited at hoa)e,and brought within a wholesome influence. 
Lady Byron has just sent us one hundred pounds to- 
ward enlarging our house with this view, and we have 
commenced the erection of three additional dormitories 
with the money.'*' 

Athens is again the capital of a kingdom. Enthusi^ 
asts see in her present condition the promise of a res- 
toration to her ancient greatness ; but reason and ob- 
servation assure us that the world is too much changed 
for her ever to be what she has been. In one respect, 
her condition resembles that of her best days ; for, as 
her fame then attracted strangers from every quarter 
of the world to study in her schools, so now the capital 
of King Otho has become a great gathering-place of 
wandering spirits from many near and distant regions. 
For ages difficult and dangerous of access, the ancient 
capital of the arts lay shrouded in darkness, and almost 
cut off from the civilized world. At Jong intervals, a 
few solitary travellers only found their way to it ; but, 
since the revolution, it has again become a place of fre- 
quent resort and intercourse. It is true that the ancient 
halls of learning are still solitary and deserted, but stran- 
gers from every nation now turn hither ; the scholar to 
roam over her classic soil, the artist to study her ancient 
monuments, and the adventurer to carve his way to 
fortune. 

The first day I dined at the hotel I had an opportunity 
of seeing the variety of material congregated in the re- 
viving city. We had a long table, capable of accom- 
modating about twenty persons. The manner of Uving 
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was k la carte, each guest dining when he pleased ; but, 
by tacit consent, at about six o'clock all assembled at 
the table. We presented a curious medley. No two 
weie from the same country. Our discourse was in 
English, French, Italian, German, Greek, Russian, Po- 
lish, and I know not what else, as if we were the very 
people stricken with confusion of tongues at the Tower 
of Babel. Dinner over, all fell into French, and the 
conversation became general. Every man present was, 
in the fullest sense of the term, a citizen of the world. 
It had been the fortune of each, whether good or bad, 
to break the little circle in which so many are born, re- 
volve, and die ; and the habitual mingling with people 
of various nations had broken down all narrow prejudi- 
ces, and given to every one freedom of mind and force 
of character. All had seen much, had much to com- 
municate, and felt that they had much yet to learn. By 
some accident, moreover, all seemed to have become 
particularly interested in the East. They travelled 
over the whole range of Eastern politics, and, to a cer- 
tain extent, considered themselves identified with East^ 
em interests. Most of the company were or had been 
soldiers, and several wore uniforms and stars, or decora- 
tions of some description. They spoke of the different 
campaigns in Greece in which some of them had served ; 
of the science of war ; of Marlborough, Eugene, and 
more modern captains; and I remember that they 
startled my feelings of classical reverence by talking of 
Leonidas at Thermopylae and Miltiades at Marathon in 
the same tone as of Napoleon at Leipsic and Wellington 
at Waterloo. One of them constructed on the table, 
ivith the knives and forks and spoons, a map of Mara- 
thon, and with a sheathed yataghan pointed out the po- 
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sition of the Greeks and Persians, and showed where 
Miltifides, as a general, was wrong. They were not 
blinded by the dust of antiquity. They had been 
knocked about till all enthusiasm and all reverenc^ for 
the past were shaken out of them, and they had learned 
to give things their right names. A French engineer 
showed us the skeleton of a map of Greece, which was 
then preparing under the direction of the French Geo- 
graphical Society, exhibiting an excess of mountains 
and deficiency of plain which surprised even those who 
had travelled over every part of the kingdom. On^ had 
just come from Constantinople, where he had seen the 
sultan going to mosque ; another had escaped from an 
attack of the plague in Egypt ; a third gave the dimen- 
sions of the Temple of the Sun at Baalbeck ; and a 
fourth had been at Babylon, and seen the ruins of the 
Tower of Babel. In short, every man had seei^ some- 
thing which the others had not seen, and all their 
knowledge was thrown into a common stock. I found 
myself at once among a new class of men ; and I turned 
from him who sneered at Miltiades to him who had 
seen the sultan, or to him who had been at Bagdad, and 
Hstened with interest, somewhat qualified by conscious- 
ness of my own inferiority. I was lying in wait, how- 
ever, and took advantage of an opportunity to throw in 
something about America ; and, at the sound, all turned 
to me with an eagerness of curiosity that I had not an- 
ticipated 

Li Europe, and even in England, I had often found 
extreme ignorance of my own country ; but here I was 
astonished to find, among men so famihar with all parts 
of the Old World, such total lack of information aboutv 
the New. A gentleman oppefsite me, wearing the uni- 
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form of the King of Bavaria, asked me if I had ever 
been in America. I told him that I was bom, and, as 
they say in Kentucky, raised there. He begged my 
pardon, but doubtfully suggested, " You are not black ?^ 
and I was obliged to explain to him that in our section 
of America the Indian had almiost entirely disappeared, 
and that his place was occupied by the descendants of 
the Gaul and the Briton. I was forthwith received into 
the fraternity, for my home was farther away than any 
of them had ever been ; my friend opposite considered 
me a bijou, asked me innumerable questions^ and seemed 
to be constantly watching for the breaking out of the 
canliibal spirit, as if expecting to see me bite my neigh- 
bour. At first I had felt myself rather a small affair ; 
but, before separating, VAmericairty or le sauvagey ot^ 
finally, le cannibal^ found himself something of a lion. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Raina of AUiens.»HiIl of Man.— Temple of the Winds.— Lantern of 
Demosthenes.— Arch of Adhan.-^Temple of Jupiter Oljmpoe.— Temple 
of Theseas.— The Acropolis.— The Parthenon.— Pentelican Mountain. 
—Mount Hymettus.— The Piraeus.— Greek Fleas.- Napoli. 

Thb next morning I began my survey of the ruins 
of Athens. It was my intention to avoid any descdp- 
tion of these localities and monuments, because so 
many have preceded me, stored with all necessary, 
knowledge, ripe in taste, and sound in judgment, who 
have devoted to them all the time and research they so 
richly merit; but as, in our community, through tho 
hurry and multiplicity of business occupations, few are 
able to bestow upon these things much time or atten- 
tion, and, farthermore, as the books which treat of them 
are not accessible to all, I should be doing injustice to 
my readers if I were to omit them altogether. Be- 
sides, I should be doing violence to my own feelings^ 
and cannot get fairly started in Athens, without recur- 
ring to scenes which I regarded at the time with ex- 
traordinary interest. I have since visited most of the 
principal cities in Europe, existing as well as ruined, 
and I hardly know any to which I recur with more sat- 
isfaction than Athens. If the reader tire in the brief 
reference I shall make, he must not impute it to any 
want of interest in the subject ; and as I am not in the 
habit of going into heroics, he will believe me when I 
say that, if he have any reverence for the men or things 
consecrated by the respect and admiration of ages, he 
will find it called out at Athens. In the hope that I 
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may be the means of inducing some of my countrymen 
to visit that famous city, I will add another inducement 
by saying that he may have, as I had, Mr. Hill for a 
cicerone. This gentleman is familiar with every locali- 
ty and monument around or in the city, and, which I 
afterward found to be an unusual thing with those liv- 
ing in places consecrated in the minds of strangers, he 
retains for them all that freshness of feeling which we 
possess who only know them from books and pictures. 

By an arrangement made the evening before, early in 
the morning of my second day in Athens Mr. Hill was 
at the door of my hotel to attend us. As we descended 
the steps a Greek stopped him, and, bowing with his 
hand on his heart, addressed him in a tone of earnestness 
which we could not understand ; but we were struck 
with the sonorous tones of his voice and the musical 
cadence of his sentences ; and when he had finished, 
Mr. Hill told us that he had spoken in a strain which, 
in the original, was poetry itself, beginning, " Americans, 
I am a Stagyrite. I come from the land of Aristotle, 
the disciple of Plato," &c., &c. ; telling him the whole 
story of his journey from the ancient Slagyra and his 
arrival in Athens ; and that, having understood that Mr. 
Hill was distributing books among his countrymen, he 
begged for one to take home with him. Mr. Hill said 
that this was an instance of every-day occurrence, show- 
ing the spirit of inquiry and thirst for knowledge among 
the ihodern Greeks. This little scene with a country- 
man of Aristotle was a fit prelude to our morning 
ramble. 

The house occupied by the American missionary as 
a school stands on the site of the ancient Agora or 
market-place, where St. Paul '* disputed daily with the 
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Athefiknti.'' A few coltimiis still remain ; and near 
them is an inscriplioA mentioning the price of oil. The 
scboolhouse is built partly from the ruins of the Agora; 
and to us il was an interesting circomstance, that a 
missionary from a newly^discovered world was teaeh* 
ing to the modem Greeks the same saving religion 
which^ eighteen huodred ytars ago, St. Paul, on the 
same spot, preached to their ancestors. 

Winding around the foot of the Acropolis, within the 
ancient and outside the modem wall, we came to the 
Areopagus or Hill of Mars, where, in the early days of 
Athens, her judges sat ia die open air ; and, for many 
agea, decided with such wisdom and trnpaitiality, that to 
this day the decisions of the court of Areopagites are re* 
garded as models of judicial purity. We ascended this 
celebrated hill, and stood on the precise qDot where St 
Paul, pointing to the temples which rose from every sec* 
lioa of the city and towered proudly on the Aer«|K)Ii9, 
made his celebrated address: ''Ye men of Athens, I 
see that in all things ye are too superstitious." The 
niins of the ?ery temples to which he pointed were be* 
fore our eyes. 

OeseeniUng, and rising toward the summit of an* 
other hill, we came to the Pnyx, where Demosthenes, 
in the most stining words that ever fell from buman 
lips, fouaed his. countrymen against the Macedonian in* 
Tader. Above, oa the very summit of the hiB, is the*^ 
old Pnyx, commanding a view of the sea of Salamis, and 
of the hill where Xerxes sat to behold the great naval 
bi^tTe. During the reign of the thirty tyrants the Ptiyx 
waa removed beneath the brow of the hill, excluding the 
view of the asa, that the orator might not inflame the pasf 
sions of the people by directing their eyes to Sahunia^ 
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the scene of thek naval glory. But^ without diis, the 
orator had material enough ; for, when he stood on the 
platform facing the audience, he had before him the city 
which the Athenians loved and the temfdes in which 
they worshipped, and I could well imagine the irresisti- 
ble force of an appeal to these objects of their enthusi- 
astic devotion, dieir firesides and altars. The place is 
admirably adapted for pubUc speaking. The side of 
the hill has been worked into a gently inclined plane, 
semicircular in form, and supported in some places by 
a wall of immense stones. This plain is bounded above 
by the brow of the hill, cut down perpendicularly. In 
the centre the rock projects into a platform about eight 
or ten feet square, which forms the Pnyx or palpit for 
the orator. The ascent isby three steps cut out of the 
rock, and in front is a place for the scribe or clerk. We 
stood on this Pnyx, beyond doubt on the same spot 
where Demosthenes thundered his philippics in the ears 
of the Athenians. On the road leading to the Museum 
hill we entered a chamber excavated in the rock, which 
tradition hallows as the prison of Socrates ; and though 

' the authority for this is doubtful, it is not uninteresting 
to enter the damp and gloomy cavern wherein, accord- 
ing to the belief of the modem Athenians, the wisest of 
the Greeks drew his last breath. Farther to the south 
is the hill of Philopappus, so called after a Roman gov- 

* emor of that name. On the very summit, near the ex- 
treme angle of the old wall, and one of the most con- 
spicuous objects around Athens, is a monument ereeted 
by the Roman governor in honour of the Emperor Tra- 
jan. The marble is covered with the names of travel- 
lers, most of whom, like Philopappus himself, would 
never have been heard of but for that monument. 
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Dcseending towasd tbe Acropolis, and enterkig the 
city among siYeeU eneumbered with, ruined houses, we 
came to the Temple of the Winds, a marble octagoaal 
tower, hnik by Androoicus. On each side is a sculp- 
tured figure, clothed in drapery adapted- to the wind he 
represents ; and on the top was formerly a Triton with a 
rod in his haxid,pointtng^to the figure marking the wind* 
The Triton is gone, and great part of the temple buried 
under ruins. Part of the mterior, however, has been 
excaTated, and probably, befmre long, the whole will be^ 
restored. 

East of the foot of the Acropolis, and on the way to 
Adrian's Gate, we came to the Lantern of Demos* 
ijienes (I eschew its new name of the Choragic Menu* 
BH»t of Lysichus), where, according to an absurd trai» 
dition, the orator shut himself up to study the rhetorical 
art. It is considered one of the most beautiful momi* 
ments of antiquity, and the capitals are most elegant 
specimens of the Corinthian order refined by Attic 
taste. It is now in a mutilated condition, and its many 
repairs make its dilapidation more perceptible. Wheth^ 
er Demosthenes ever lived liere or not, it derives an in^ 
terest from the fact that Lord Byron made it his resi- 
dence during his visit to Athens. Farther on, and 
forming part of the modern wall, is the Arch of Adrian, 
bearing on one side an inscription in Greek," This is 
the city of Theseus f and on the other, " But this is 
the city of Adrian." On the arrival of Otho a placard 
was erected, on which was inscribed, " These were the 
cities of Theseus and Adrian, but now of Otho." Many 
of the most ancient buildings in Athens have totally 
disai^eared. The Turks destroyed many of them to 
constniot the will around the dty^ and even die modem 
62 
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Greeks h«ve not scrupled to baild their nuserable 
lioases w^th the plunder of the temples in which their 
ancestors worshipped. 

Passing under the Arch of Adrian^ outside the gate^ 
on the plain toward the Ilissus, we came to the ruined 
Temple of Jupiter OlymjHis, perhaps once the mos^ 
magnificent in the world. It was built of the purest 
white marble, having a front of nearly two hundred feet, 
and more than three hundred and fifty in length, and 
coiitained one hundred and twenty columns, sixteen of 
which are all that now remain ; and these, fluted and 
having rich Corinthian capitals, tower more than sixty 
feet above the plain, perfect as when they were reared. 
I visited these ruins often, particularly in the afternoon ;. 
they are at all times mournfully beautiful^ but I have 
seldom known anything more touching than, when the 
sun was setting, to walk over the marble floor, and look 
up at the lonely columns of this mined temple. I can- 
not imagine anything more imposing than it must have 
been when, with its lofty roof supported by all its col- 
umns, it stood at the gate of the city, its doors wide 
open, inviting the Greeks to worship. That such an 
edifice should be erected for the worship of a heathen 
god ! On the architrave connecting three of the col- 
umns a hermit built his lonely cell, and passed his life 
in that etevated solitude, accessible only to the crane 
and the eagle. The hermit is long since dead, but his 
little habitation still resists the whistling of the wind, 
and awakens the curiosity of the wondering traveller. 

The Temple of Theseus is the last of the principal 
monuments, but the first which the traveller sees on 
entering Athens. It was built after the battle of Mara- 
thon, and in commemoration of the viaory which drove 
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the Persians from the shores of Greece. It is a small 
but beautiful specimen of the pure Doric, built of Pen- 
telicaii marble, centuries of exposure to the open air 
giving it a yellowish tint, which softens the brilliancy 
of the white. Three Englishmen have been buried 
within this temple. The first time I yisited it a com- 
pany of Greek recruits, with some negroes among 
them, was drawn up in front, going through the manual 
under the direction of a German corporal ; and, at the 
same time, workmen were engaged in fitting it up for 
the coronation of King Otho ! 

These are the principal monuments around the city, 
and, except the temples at Paestum, they are more 
n^orthy of admiration than all the ruins in Italy; but 
towering above them in position, and far exceeding 
them in interest, are the ruins of the Acropolis. I have 




Temple of Jupiter Olympus and Acropolis at Athens. 

since wandered among the ruined monuments of Egypt 
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and the dotolate ctty of Petra, but I look back with 
UBfthated reverence to the Athenian Acro^dlie. Every 
day I kad gazed at it from the balcony of my hotel, and 
from every part of the city and saburbs. Early on my 
arrival I had obtained the necessary permit, paid a hur- 
ried visit, and resolved not to go again until I had ex* 
amined all the other interesting objects. On the fourth 
day, with my friend M., I went again. We ascended 
by a broad road paved with stone. The summit is en- 
closed by a wall, of which some of the foundation stones, 
very large, and bearing an appearance of great antiquity, 
are pointed out as part of the wall built by Themistocles 
after the battle of Sakunis, four hundred and eighty 
years before Christ. The rest is Venetian and Turk- 
ish, falling to decay, and marring the picturesque ef- 
fect of the ruins from below. The guard examined 
our permit, and we passed under the gate. A magnifi- 
cent propylon of the finest white marble, the blocks of 
the largest size ever laid by human hands, and having 
a wing of the same material on each side, stands at the 
entrance. Though broken and ruined, the world con- 
tains nothing like it even now. If my first impressions 
do not deceive me, the proudest portals of Egyptian 
temples suffer in comparison. Passing this magnifi- 
cent propylon, and ascending several steps, we reached 
the Parthenon or ruined Temple of Minerva ; an im- 
mense white marble skeleton, the noblest monument of 
architectural genius which the world ever saw. Stand- 
ing on the steps of this temple, we had around us all 
that is interesting in association and all that is beautiful 
in art. We might well forget the capital of King Otho, 
and go back in imagination to the golden age of Ath<* 
ens. Pericles, with the iUustriotis throng of Grecian 
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heroes, oratorB, and sages, had asceiukd there to woe- 
ship, and Cicero and the noblest of the RcHuans had 
gone there to admire ; and probably, if the fashion of 
modern tourists had existed in their days, we should see 
their names inscribed with their own hands on its walls. 
The great temple stands on the very summit of the 
Acropolis, elevated far aboye the Propylaea and the 
surrounding edifices. Its length is two hundred and 
eight feet, and breadth one hundred and two. At each 
end were two rows of eight Doric columns, thirty^four 
feet high and six feet in diameter, and on each side 
were thirteen more. The whole temple within and 
without was adorned with the most splendid works of 
art, by the first sculptors in Greece, and Phidias him- 
self wrought the statue of the goddess, of ivory and 
gold, twenty-six cubits high, having on the top of her 
helmet a sphinx, with griffins on each of the sides ; on 
the breast a head of Medusa wrought in ivory, and a 
figure of Victory about four cubits high, holding a spear 
in her hand and a shield lying at her feet. Until the 
latter part of the seventeenth century, this magnificent 
temple, with all its ornaments, existed entire. During 
the siege of Athens by the Venetians, the central part 
was used by the Turks as a magazine ; and a bomb, 
aimed with fatal precision or by a not less fatal chance, 
reached the magazine, and, with a tremendous explosion; 
destroyed a great part of the buildings. Subsequently 
the Turks used it as a quarry, and antiquaries and trav- 
ellers, foremost among whom is Lord Elgin, have con- 
tributed to destroy " what Goth, and Turk, and Time had 
spared." 

Around the Parthenon, and covering the whole sum- 
mit of the Acropolis, are strewed columns and blocks 
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^ polished while marble, the ruina of ancient temples. 
The reniains of the Temples of Erectheus and Minerva 
Polias are pre-eminent in beauty ; the pillars of the lat- 
ter are the most perfect specimens of the Ionic in exist- 
enee, and iu light and graceful proportions are in ele- 
gant contrast with the severe and simple majesty of the 
Parthenon. The capitals of the columns are wrought 
and ornamented with a delicacy surpMsing anything of 
which I could have believed marble susceptible. Once 
I was tempted to knock off a corner and bring it home, 
as a specimen of the exquisite skill of the Grecian ar* 
tist, which it would have illustrated better than a vol* 
ume of description ; but I could not do it ; it seemed 
nothing less than sacrilege. 

Afar oiff, and almost lost in the distance, rises the 
Pemtelican Mountain, from the body of which were 
hewed Ute rough rude blocks which, wrought and per- 
fected by the sculptor's art, now stand the lofty and 
stately columnt of the ruined temple. What labour 
wi^ expended upon each single column ! how many 
were employed in hewing it from its rocky bed, in bear- 
ing it to the foot of the mountain, transporting it across 
the i^ain of Attica, and raising it to the summit of the 
Acropolis I and then what time, and skill, and labour, in 
reducing it from a rough block to a polished shaft, in 
adjusting its proportions, in carving its rich capitals, and 
rearing it where it now stands, a model of majestic 
grace and beauty ! Once, under the direction of Mr. 
Hill) I clambered up to the very apex of the pediment, 
and, lying down at full length, leaned over and saw un- 
der the frieze the acanthus leaf delicately and beauti- 
fully painted on the marble, and, being protected from 
exposure, still retaining its freshness of colouring. It 
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Was entirely outrof iighi from below, and had been dif-> 
coTcred, almost at the perH of his life, by the enthuai* 
asm of an English artist. The ivind was whistling 
around me as I leaned over to examine it, and, until 
that moment, I never appreciated fully the immense 
labour employed and the exquisite finish displayed in 
every portion of the temple. 

The sentimental traveller must already mourn that 
Athens has been selected as the capital of Greece. A1-* 
ready have speculators and the whole tribe of ^* im- 
provers" invaded the glorious city ; and while I was 
lingering on the a^ps of the Parthenon, a German, who 
was quietly smoking among the ruins, a sort of super- 
intendent, whom I had met before, came up, and of* 
fering me a segar, and leaning against one of the lofty 
columns of the temple, opened upon me with " his 
plans of city improvements ;" with new streets, and pro* 
jected railroads, and the rise of lots. At first 1 almost 
thought it personal, and that he was asking a fling at 
me in allusion to one of the greatest hobbies of my na«« 
tive city ; but I soon found that he was as deeply bitten 
as if he had been in Chicago or Dunkirk ; and the way 
in which he talked of moneyed facilities, the wants of 
the community, and a great French bank then contem* 
plated at the Pirseus, would have been no discredit to 
some of my friends at home. The removal of the 
court has created a new era in Athens; but, in my 
mind, it is deeply to be regretted that it has been 
snatched from the ruin to which it was tending. Even 
I, deeply imbued with the utilitarian spirit of my coun* 
try, and myself a quondam speculator in "up*town 
lots," would fain save Athens from the ruthless hand 
of renovation ; from the building mania of modem spec* 
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ttlAtor*. I would have her go on US there w«8 not 
a habitatiiMi among her ruins ; till she stood, like Pom- 
peii, alone in the wilderness, a sacred desert, where 
the traveller might sit down and meditate alone and 
undisturbed among the relics of the past. But already 
Athens has become a heterogeneous anomaly; the 
Greeks in their wild costume are jostled in the streets 
by Englishmen, Frenchmen, Italians, Dutchmen, Span- 
iards, and Bavarians, Russians, Danes, and some- 
times Americans. European shops invite purchasers 
by the side of Eastern bazars, coffee-houses, and bil- 
liard-rooms, and French and German restaurants are 
opened all over the city. Sir Pultney Malcolm has 
erected a house to hire near the site of Plato's Acade- 
my. Lady Franklin has bought land near the foot of 
Mount Hymettus for a country-seat. Several English 
gentlemen have done the same. Mr. Richmond, an 
American clergyman, has purchased a farm in the 
neighbourhood ; and in a few years, if the " march of 
improvement" continues, the Temple of Theseus will 
be enclosed in the garden of the palace of King Otho ; 
the Temple of tlie Winds will be concealed by a Ger- 
man opera-house, and the Lantern of Demosthenes by 
a row of " three-story houses." 

I was not a sentiniental traveller, but I visited all the 
localities around Athens, and, therefore, briefly mention 
that several times I jumped over the poetic and peren- 
nial Ilissus, trotted my horse over the ground where 
Aristotle walked with his peripatetics, and got muddied 
up to my knees in the garden of Plato. 

One morning my Scotch friend and I set out early ' 
to ascend Mount Hymettus. The mountain is neither 
high nor picturesque, but a long flat ridge of bare rock, 
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tiie sides cut tip into raTines, fisstires, and gnQvfta? 
There is an easy path to the summit, but we had no 
giiiUtiy aM ab<iut midday, after a wild 8eram{>Fe, Were 
worn otit^ and descended without reaching the* topi 
which is' exceedingly forttinal!e for thb reader, as odier* 
wise he would be obliged to go through a description 
of the view therefrom. 

Rettnrning, we met the kmg taking his daily walk, 
attended by two aids, one of whom was young Marco 
Boziaris. Otho is tall and thih^ and, when I saw hmiy 
was dressed in a German military frockcoat and cap, 
and altogether^ for a king^ seemed to be an amiaUe 
young liMln enough. All the world speaks well of bim^ 
and so do I. We touched otu: hats to him, and he re^* 
turned the civility ; and what 6ould he dp more without 
inviting us to dinner ? In old tinies there was a drrinity 
about a king ; but now, if a king is a gentleman, it is as 
much as we can expect. He has spent bis money like a 
genilen^n, that is^ he caniiot tell what has become of 
it< Two of the three-millions loan are gone, and there 
is no coloriization, no agricultural prosperity, no opOH 
ing of roads, no security in the mountains $ not a town- 
in Greece but is in ruins, ahd na money to improre 
thena* Athens, however, is to be einbeUishbd. With 
ten thousand pounds in tbd treasury, be is building a 
palace of white Pent^iican marble, to cost three hundred 
thousand pounds. 

Otho was very popular, beciatise^ not being of age, 
a}] the errors of his administratbn were visited wpbiar 
, Count Arirmnsbergh und the regency, who; from' aR 
accounts, riehty deserved it ; and- it was hoped' tbdt, 
on receiving' the crown^ he would sksikd off the Bftvietri- 
ans who were preying upon the vitals of Gtraece, and- 
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gather around him hi» natWe^joni subjects. In private 
life he bore a most exemplary character. He had no 
circle of young companions, and passed much of his 
time m study, being engaged, among other things, in 
acquiring the Greek and English languages. His posi- 
tion is interesting, though not enriable; and if, as the 
first king of emancipated Greece, he entertains recol- 
lections of her ancient greatness, and the ambition of 
restoring her to her position among the nations of the 
earth, he is doomed to disappointment. Otho is since 
crowned and manied. The pride of the Greeks was 
considerably humbled by a report that their king's pro- 
posals to several daughters of German princes had been 
rejected ; but the king had great reason to congratulate 
himself upon the spirit which induced the daughter of 
the Duke of Oldenburgh to accept his hand. From her 
childhood she had taken an enthusiastic interest in Greek 
liistory, and it had been her constant wish to visit Greece ; 
and when she heard that Otho had been called to the 
throne, she naively expressed an ardent wish to share 
it with him. Several years afterward, by the merest 
accident, she met Otho at a German watering-place, trav- 
elling with his mother, the Queen of Bavaria, as the 
Count de Missilonghi ; and in February last she accom- 
panied him to Athens, to share the throne which had 
been the object of her youthful wish, 

M. dined at my hotel, and, returning to his own, he 
was picked up and carried to the guardhouse. He start- 
ed for his hotel without a lantern, the requisition to carry 
one being imperative in all the Greek and Turkish cit- 
ies ; the guard could not understand- a word he said 
until he showed them some money, which made his 
Bnglish perfectly intelligible ; and they then carried him 
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lo a Bavarian corporal, who, after two hours' detentioK, 
escorted him to his hotel. After that we were rather 
careful about staying out late at night. 

" Thursday. I don't know the day of die month.'' I 
find this in my notes, the caption of a day of business, 
and at this distance of time will not undertake to ccnrrect 
the entry. Indeed, I am inclined to think that my notes 
in those days are rather uncertain and imperfect ; certain- 
ly not taken with the precision of one who expected Co 
publish them. Nevertheless, the residence of the court, 
the diplomatic corps, and strangers form an agreeable 
society at Athens. I had letters to some of the foreign 
ministers, but did not present them, as I was hardly 
presentable myself without my carpet-bag. On " Thurs- 
day," however, in company with Dr. W., I called upon 
Mr. Dawkins, the British minister. Mr. Dawkins went 
to Greece on a special mission, which he supposed 
would detain him six months from home, and had re- 
mained there ten years. He is a high tory, but retained 
under a whig administration, because his services could 
not well be dispensed with. He gave us much inter- 
esting information in regard to the present condition 
and future prospects of Greece ; and, in answer to my 
suggestion that the United States were not represented 
at all in Greece, not even by a consul, he said, with 
emphasis, '' You are better represented than any power 
in Europe. Mr. Hill has more influence here than any 
minister plenipotentiary among us." A few days after, 
when confined to my room by indisposition, Mr. Daw^ 
kins returned my visit, and again spcke in the same 
terms of high commendation of Mr. Hill. It was pleas- 
ing to me, and I have no doubt it will be so to Mr. Hill's 
numerous friends in this county, to know that a private 
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.ADC)oric«n eitiaBn, in a position that keeps faim doof 
from p^liticsy was spoken of in such terms by die rep- 
resentative of oois of the great powers of Europe. I 
had jbaivi it JAtimated that there was a prospect of Mr. 
U^wkins being transferred to this country, and parted 
with biiQ iQ the hope at some future day of seeing him 
the representative of his government here. 

I might have bean presented to the king, but my car- 
piet-bag — Dr, W. borrowed a hat, and was presented ; 
the doctor had an old white hat, which he had worn all 
the way from New»¥ork, The tiijle is rolling back- 
'^ard ; Athens is borrowing her customs from the bar- 
jiarous nations of the north ; and it is part of the eti« 
i^uette to enter a drawing-room with a hat (a black one) 
under the arip. The doctor, in his republican simpli* 
city, thought that a hat, good enough to put on his own 
bead, was good enough to go into the king's presence ; 
bift be was advised to the contrary, and took one of Mr, 
HiU's, not very much too large for him. He was pre* 

ented by Dr. , a German, the king's physician, 

lyith ^hom he had discoursed much of the different 
Hiedical systems in Germany and America. Dr. W. 
was much pleased with the king. Did ever a man talk 
with a king who was not pleased with him ? But the 
doctor was particularly pleased with King Olho, as the 
Utter entered largely into discourse on the doctor's fa^ 
?ourite theme, Mr. Hill's school, and the cause of edu« 
cation in Greece- Indeed, it speaks volumes in favour 
of tlie young king, that education is one of the things in 
whii^b he takes the deepest interest. The day the doctor 
was to be presented we dined at Mr. Hill's, having made 
arrangements for leaving Athens that night ; the doctor 
and M# to return to Europe, In the afternoon, whfle 
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the doctor remained to be presented, M. and I walked 
doivn to the Piiaeus, now^ as ia the days of her gloty, 
the harbour of Athens. The ancient harbour is about 
five miles from Athens, and was formerly joined to it 
by long walls built of stone of enormous size, sixty 
feet high, and broad enough on the top for two wagons 
to pass abreast. These have long since disappeared, 
and the road is now over a plain shaded a great part of 
the way by groves of olives. As usual at this time of 
day, we met many parties on horseback, sometimes with 
ladies ; and I remember particularly the beautiful and 
accomplished daughters of Count Armansbergh, both of ' 
whom are since married and dead.* It is a beautiful 
ride, in the afternoon particularly, as then the dark out- 
line of the mountains beyond, and the reflections of 
light and shade, give a peculiarly interesting effect to 
the ruins'of the Acropolis. Toward the other end we 
paced between the ruins of the old walls, and entered 
npon a scene which reminded me of home. Eight 
months before there was only one house at the Piraeus ; 
but, as .«OQp as the court removed to Athens, the old 
harbour revived ; and already we saw long ranges of 
stores and warehouses, and all the hurry and bustle of 
one of our risiag western towns. A. railroad was in 
contemplation, aUd many other improvements, which 
have since failed; hut an- omnibiis ! that most modem 
and commonplace of inventions, is now running regu- 
larly between the Piraeus and Athens. A friend who. 
visited Greece six months after me brought home with 

* They married two brothers, the young princes Cantacuzenes. Some' 
icniplee being raised against this double alliance on the scoie oftconsan-: 
guinity, the difficulty was removed by each couple going to separate^ 
churches with separate priests to pronounce the mystic words at precisely 
the tame moment ; so that neithei could be said to espouse his sister^tn-Uw^ 

H2 
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Jum itt adveftUeinent; pntfa^ ii» G^^k, Eagtisfa, Fr enrii, 
and Germaii, iha En^i«h being in the wonds and fig* 
ujre* f oUawing, to wit ; 

« ADVERTISEMENT. 

^ ?%• public are benby infonned, that on the uinetesnth fhstant an omnu 

hw wiU^owmenoe vanomg between Alhana and the Pinni% and will coiip 

tinue to do so every d^y ftt the nndennenuoned bouts «)ntil feather notice^ 

JJotKTM of Departure, 



Half past aeveu o'doel^ A.M. Half paat eii^ht o'elock AM 

Ten o^clock A.M. Eleven o*clock A.M, 

Two o'clock P.M. Three o'clock P.M. 

H*ll past four P.M. Half pasVfive P.M. 

*' The price of a seat in the oninihus ia one drachrae. 
'* Baggage, if not too bulky and heavy, can be taken on the roof, 
*^ Smoking cannot be allowed in the omnibus, nor can doga be admitted, 
' *f 9maU parcels and pa^kfiges may be sent by this eonveyance at a mpdat» 
ate charge, and given to the care of the couductear. 

** The omnibus starts froip the corner of the Hermes and .£oIos streets at 
A&ens and from the bazar at the Pir«os, and will wait five minutes at each 
p^oe, during which period th^ oonducteui^will spond hi# honk 
♦' ^.thens, 17th, '^Qth September, 1836." 

Old things aee passing away, and all things are be* 
coming new. For a little while yet we n>ay cling (o 
the illusions connected with the past^ but the mystery 
is &st dissolvingi the darkness is breaking away, and 
Greeee, and Rome, and even Egypt herself, hencafor* 
ward Glaim oqr attention .with i^ects irt^ events of A^ 
present hour. Already they.have losi ^oucfa of the deep 
and absorbing interest with which men turned to them 
a generation ago. All thebaUow^ associations of these 
ancient regions are fading awny* We may i^gret, it» 
m^m^y mourn orer it, bat we cannot helpit: The world 
i^ mai^ng onward ; I have met parties (4 my ^wn 
townsaae^ while walking in the siknt galleries of the.^ 
•Coliseum. I have seen Americans drinking Cham- 
pagne in an^xcavatod dwelling of Hfn^ ancient Pompeii^. 
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and i hxf% diaed with Ei^liskm«i. among the niiiw cC 
Thebea* hut, blessed be my fortune, I nei^er rode in aa 
omnibus from the PiraBus to Athens. 

We put our baggage on board the caique, and kiWdged 
aau>Qg the littb shops tiU dark, when we betook oujr- 
selves to a dirty little oo^e-honse filled with Gireekn 
dazing and smoking pipes. We ooet there a. boat'fli 
crew of a French man-of-war, waiting for some of the; 
oftcers, wlko were dining with the French ambftssadaf 
at Athens. One of them had been born to a better ccm&* 
dition than that ef a coouaon sailor. One jurenile iq- 
discretion after ai;iother had brought him. down, and» 
witheut a single yice, he was fairly oa the road to ruin. 
Onoe he brushed a tear from, his eyes as he told us of 
prospects blighted by his own follies ; but, rousing him- 
BcU, hurried away, and his reckless laugh soon rose 
above the noise and clamour of his wild companions. 

About ten o'clock the doctor oame in, drenched with 
rain and up to his knees in mud. We wanted ia em- 
berk immediately, but the appearance of the weather 
wask soi uQ^vourable that the captain preferred wait- 
ing ,tili -after midnight. The Greeks went away from 
the.coflbenhpuse, tb^ proprieKH* fell asleep in his seat, 
and we .eietended ourselves oi^ t^e tables and chairs ; 
and now tlie flejeis, which had bej^n distributed about 
among all the leungersy made ^ combined onset upoa 
us. Life has its <^res and troubles, but few know that 
of beii^ given up to the tender mercies of Greek flea8« 
We bore the infliction till human nature could endure 
no longer ; and, at about three in the morning, in the 
midst of violent wind and rain, broke out of the coffee* 
house and went in search of our boat. It was very 
dark, but we found her and got on board. She was a 
eaique» having an open deck with a small covering oi^er 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



92 XNCIOSMTI OJ* TRATIL. 

^ Stern. Under this we crept, and with our deaks and 
a sailcloth spread over us, our heated blood cooled, and 
we fell asleep. When we woke we were on the way 
lo Epidaurus. The weather was raw and ccdd. We 
passed within a stone's throw of Salamis and iGgina, and 
at about three o'clock, turning a point which completely 
hid it from view, entered a beautiful little bay, on which 
stands the town of Epidaurus. The old city, the birth- 
place of Esculapius, stands upon a hill projecting into 
the bay, and almost forming an island. In the middle 
of the village is a wooden building containing a large 
chamber, where the Greek delegates, a band of mount- 
ain warriors, with arms in their hands, '* in the name of 
the Greek nation, proclaimed before gods and men its 
independence." 

At the locanda there was by chance one bed, which 
not being large enough for three, I slept on the floor. 
At seven o'clock, after a quarrel with our host and paying 
him about half his demand, we set out for Napoli di Ro- 
mania. For about an hour we moved in the valley run- 
ning off from the beautiful shore of Epidaurus ; soon the 
valley deepened into a glen, and in an hour we turned 
off on a path that led into the mountains, and, riding 
through wild and rugged ravines, fell into the dry bed 
of a torrent ; following which, we came to the Hieron 
Elios, or Sacred Grove of Esculapius. This was the 
great watering-place for the invalids of ancient Greece, 
the prototype of the Cheltenham and Saratoga of mod- 
em days. It is situated in a valley surrounded by high 
mountains, and was formerly enclosed by walls, within 
which,-that the credit of the God might not be impeach- 
ed, no man was allowed to die^ and no woman to be de- 
livered. Within this enclosure were temples, porticoes^ 
and fountains, now lying in ruins hardly distinguish- 
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able. Tlse theatre is the most beautiful and beat pie- 
leryed. It is scooped out of the side of the moiintaio, 
rather more than semicircular io form, and containing 
fifty^foux seats. These seats are of pink marUey about 
fifteen inches high and nearly three feet wide. In the 
micLdle of each seat is a (proove, in which, probably, 
woodwork was constructed, to prevent the feet of those 
above from incommoding them who sat below, and also 
to support the backs of an invalid audience. The t)ie^ 
atre faces the north, and is so arranged that, with |he 
mountain towering behind it, the audience was shaded 
nearly all the day. It speaks volumes in favour of the 
intellectual character of the Greeks, that it was their 
favourite recreation to listen to the recitation of their 
poets and players. And their superiority in refiiie** 
ment over the Romans is in no way manifested more 
clearly than by the fact, that in the ruined cities of 
the fprmer are found the remains of theatres, and in the 
latter of amphitheatres, showing the barbarous taste of 
the Romans for combats of gladiators and wild beasts* 
It was in beautiful keeping with this intellectual taste of 
the Greeks, that their places of assembling were in the 
open air, amid scenery calculated to elevate the mind ; 
and, as I sat on the marble steps of the theatre, I could 
well imagine the high satisfaction with which the Greek, 
under the shade of the impending mountain, himself all 
enthusiasm and passion, rapt in the interest of some 
deep tragedy, would hang upon the strains of Euripides 
or Sophocles. What deep-drawn exclamations, what 
shouts of applause had rung through that solitude, what 
bursts of joy and grief had echoed from those silent 
benches ! And then, too, what flirting and coqueting» 
the state of society at the springs in the Grove of Escu* 
lapius being probably much the same as at Saratoga 
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in our own days. The whole grove is now a scene of 
desolation. The lentisculus is growing between the 
crevices of the broken marble ; birds sing undistorbed 
among the bushes; the timid hare steals among the 
ruined fragments; and sometimes the snake is seen 
gliding over the marble steps. 

We had expected to increase the interest of our visit 
by taking our noonday refection on the steps of the thea- 
tre, but it was too cold for a picnic alfresco; and, mount- 
ing our horses, about two o'clock we came in sight of 
Argos, on the opposite side of the great plain ; and in 
half an hour more, turning the mountain, saw Napoh 
di Romania beautifully situated on a gentle elevation 
on the shore of the gulf. The scenery in every direc- 
tion aroiMKl Napoli is exceedingly beautiful ; ami, when 
we approached it, bore no marks of the sanguinary 
scenes of the late revolution. The plain was better 
cultivated than any part of the adjacent country ; and 
the city contained long ranges of houses and streets, 
yn\h German names, such as Heidecker, Maurer-street, 
&c., and was seemingly better regulated than any other 
city in Greece. We drove up to the Hotel des Quatre 
Nations, the best we had found in Greece , dined at a 
restaurant with a crowd of Bavarian officers and adven- 
turers, and passed the evening in the streets and coffee- 
houses. 

The appearance of Otho-street, which is the {mnci- 
pal, is very respectable ; it runs from what was the pal- 
ace to the grand square or esplanade, on one side of 
which are the barracks of the Bavarian soldiers, with a 
park of artillery posted so as to sweep the square and 
principal streets ; a speaking comment upon the liberty 
of the Greeks, and the confidence reposed in them by 
the government. 
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Erery thing in Napoli recalls the memory of the brief 
and unfortunate career of Capo d'Istria. Its recovery 
irom the horrors of barbarian war, and the thriring ap« 
pearance of the country around, are ascribed to the im<» 
pulse given by his administration. A Greek by birth, 
while his country lay groaning under the Ottoman yoke 
he entered the •Russian service, distinguished him-^ 
self in all the diplomatic correspondence during the 
French invasion, was invested wilh various high o£Sce» 
and honours, and subscribed the treaty of Paris in 1815 
as imperial Russian plenipotentiary. He withdrew from 
her service because Russia disapproved the efforts of 
his countrymen to free themselves from the 'Turkish 
yoke; and^ after passing five years in Germany and 
Switzerland, chiefly at Geneva, in 1827 he was called 
to the presidency of Greece. On his arrival at Napoli, 
amid the miseries of war and anarchy, he was received 
by the whole people as the only man capable of saving 
their country. Civil war ceased on the very day of his 
arrival, and the traitor Grievas placed in his hands the 
key of the Palimethe. I shall not enter into any spec« 
ulations upon the character of his administration. The 
Tank he had attained in a foreign service is conclusive 
evidence of his talents, and his withdrawal from that 
service for the reason stated is as conclusive of his 
patriotism ; but from the moment he took into his hand» 
the reins of government, he was assailed by every so- 
called liberal press in Europe with the party cry of 
Russian influence. The Greeks were induced to believe 
^at he intended to sell them to a stranger; and Capo 
dlstria, strong in his own integrity, and confidently 
relying on the fidehty and gratitude of his countrymen, 
^as assassinated in the i^preets on his way to mass. 
Young Mauromichalis, the son of the old Bey of Maina, 
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itniok tbd ftUd Mow, and fled far refuge to the kotise 
•f die French arabattador. A gentiennm attaehed to 
the Fraacb l^ation told me that he himself opened 
the di^r wbeo the murderer laabed in with the bloody 
dagger in his hand, esclaimmg, ^'I have killed the ty< 
fatit^'^ He was not more than twentj-one, laH and noble 
ill bis Appearance, and animated b j the enthasiantie be- 
lief that he bad deliverfd bis country. My informant 
fdkl me that he barred all the doors and windows^ and 
weni up stairs to iitform the minister, who had not yet 
risen. The latter was embarrassed and in doabt what 
be should do. A large crowd gathered foond the bouse ; 
but!, as yet, they were all MauromichaUs's friends. The 
young enthusiast spoke of what he had done wkh a high 
ieeling of patriotism and pride ; and while ihe clamour 
out ef doors was becoming outrageous, he ate his break- 
fast aiul smoked his pipe with the mmost composure. 
He remained at the embassy more than two hoars, and 
until the regular troops drew up before the house. The 
French ambassador, though he at flifst refused, was 
obliged to deliver him up ; and my informant saw him 
i(hol under a tree outside the gate of Napoli, dying gal- 
laiklly in the firm conyiction that he had played the 
Brutus and hetd his country from a Caesar. 

The fate of Capo d'Istria agam darkened the pros- 
pects of Greece, and the throne went begging for an 
occupant uatil it was accepted by the King of BaTaria 
fdr his second son Otho. The young monarch arrived 
at Napoli in February, eigbtoen hundred and thirty- 
three. The whole population came out to meet him, 
and the Grecian youth ran breast deep in the water to 
touch bis barge as it approached the shore. In Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, it was decided 
to eataUish Athens as the capital. The propriety of 
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(bis removal has been aenously quetUoiMd, for Nipdi 
possessed adTsotages in her location, harbour, fortiess^ 
and a town already built; but the King of Bavaria, a 
scholar and an antiquary, was influenced more, per* 
haps, by classical feeling than by regard for the best in* 
terests of Greece* Napoli has received a severe blow 
from the removal of the seat of govemnient and the 
consequent withdrawal of the court, and the manufac* 
turers and mechanics attendant upon it. Still it was 
by far the most European in its appearance of any ctty 
I had seen in Greece. It had several restaurants and 
•coffee-houses, which were thronged all the evening with 
Bavarian officers and broken-down European adven* 
turers, discussing the internal affairs of that uufortunate 
country, which men of every nation seemed to think 
they had a right to assist in governing. Napdi had 
always been the great gathering*pl^ce of the phil* 
Hellenists, and many appropriating to themselves that 
sacred name were banging round it still. All over 
Europe thousands of men are trained up to be shbt at 
for so much per d^y ; th& soldier's is as r^ular a bnsi^ 
ness as that of the lawyer or merchant, and there is 
always a large class of turbulent spirits constantly on 
the look-out for opportumties, and ever ready with their 
swords to carve thek way to fortune. To them the 
uproar of a rebellion is music, for they know that, in 
the general turning ^ of the elements, something may 
be gained by him who has nothing to lose ; and when 
the Greek revolution broke upon the astonished people 
of Europe, these soldiers of fortune hastened to take 
tlieir part in the struggle and win the profits of suc«' 
cess. I beliere that there were men who embarked in 
the cause with as high and noble purposes as ever ani^ 
mated the warrior ; but of many of these chivalric pa* 
Vol. I.— I 
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triots there i» no lack of charity in saying that, however 
good they might be as fighters, they were not much as 
men ; and I am sorry to add that, from the accounts I 
heard in Greece, the American phil-Hellenists were a 
rather shabby set. Jarvis was about the most active 
and distinguished, and I never heard in Greece any im<> 
putations on his character. Mr. M., then resident in 
Napoli, was accosted one day in the streets by a young 
man, who asked him where he could find General Jar- 
vis. " What do you want with him ?" said Mr. M. " I 
hope to obtain a commission in his army." " Do you see 
that dirty fellow yonder ?" said Mr. M., pointing to a rag- 
ged patriot passing at the moment ; *^ well, twenty such 
fellows compose Jarvis's army, and Jarvis himself is ncr 
better oSi^ " Well, then," said the young American^ 
" I believe FU join the Turks !" Allen, another Amert 
can patriot, was hung at Constantinople. Another be 
haved gallantly as a soldier, but sullied his laurels by 
appropriating the money intrusted to him by the Greek 
committee. One bore the sacred name of Washmgton ; 
a brave but unprincipled man. Mr. M. had heard him 
say, that if the devil himself should raise a reginient 
and would give him a good commission, he would will- 
ingly march under him. He was struck by a shot from 
the fortress in the harbour of Napoli while directing a 
battery against it ; was taken on board his" Britannic 
majesty's ship Asia, and breathed his last uttering curses 
on his country. * 

I could have passed a week with great satisfaction 
in Napoli, if it were only for the luxury of its hotel ; but 
time would not permit, and I went to bed resohing to 
make up for the last night, and sleep a little in advance 
for the next. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Ai^Ofc-PtttiDg and FarewelL-Tomb of AgameiimoiL-MyceinB.-Gato 
of Che L10IW.-A Miafortune.-M6eting in the Mountains.— A Land- 
lord's Trouble8.-A Midnight Quarrel-One good Turn deaerrea an- 
other.-Gratitude of a Greek Family.-Megara.-The Soldiers' Revel. 

In the morning, finding a difficulty in procuring 
horses, some of the loungers about the hotel told us 
there was a carriage in Napoli, and we ordered it to 
be brought out, and soon after saw moving majestically 
down the principal street a bella carozza. imported by 
its enterprising proprietor from the Strada Toledo at 
Naples. It was painted a bright flaring yellow, and 
liad a big breeched Albanian for coachman. While 
preparing to embark, a Greek came up with two horses, 
and we discharged the bella carozza. My companion 
hired the horses for Padras, and I threw my cloak on 
one of them and followed on foot. 

The plain of Argos is one of the most beautiful I ever 
saw. On every side except toward the sea it is bound- 
cd by mountains, and the contrast between these mount- 
ains, the plain, and the sea is strikingly beautiful. 
The sun was beating upon it with intense heat ; the 
labourers were almost naked, or in several places ly- 
ing asleep on the ground, while the tops of the mount- 
ains were covered with snow. I walked across the 
whole plain, being only six miles, to Argos. This an- 
caent city is long since in ruins ; her thirty temples, her 
costly sepulchres, her gymnasium, and her numerous 
and magnificent monuments and statues have disap- 
peared, and the only traces of her former greatness are 
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some remains of her Cyclopean walls, and a ruined 
theatre cut in the rock and of magnificent proportions. 
Modern Argos is nothing more than a straggling village. 
Mr. Riggs, an American missionary, was stationed 
there, but was at that time at Athens with an invalid 
wife. I was still on foot, and wandered up and down 
the principal street looking for a horse. Every Greek 
in Argos soon knew my business, and all kinds of four- 
legged animals were brought to me at exorbitant prices. 
When I was poring over the Iliad I little thought that 
I should ever visit Argos ; still less that I should create 
a sensation in the ancient city of the Danai ; but man 
little knows for what he is reserved. 

Argos has been so often visited that Homer is out of 
dajte. Every middy from a Mediterranean cruiser has 
danced on the steps of her desolate theatre, and, in- 
stead of busying myself with her ancient glories, I 
roused half the population in hiring a horse. In fact, 
in this ancient city I soon became the centre of a 
regular horsemarket. Every rascally jockey swore 
that his horse was the best, and, according to the de- 
scendants of the respectable sons of Atreus, blindness, 
lameness^ spavin, and staggers were a recommenda- 
tion. A Bavarian officer, whom I had met in the ba- 
zars, came to my assistance, and stood by me while I 
made my bargain. I had more regard to the guide 
than the horse; and picking out one who bad been 
particularly noisy, hired him to conduct me to Corinth 
and Athens. He was a lad of about twenty, with a 
bright sparkling eye, who, laughing roguishly at his 
unsuccessful competitors, wanted to pitch me at once 
an the horse and be off. I joined my companions, and 
41 a few minutes we left Argos. 

The plain of Argos has been immortalized by poetic 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC ' 



FA&TING AVD FABSWKLL. 101 

genius as the great gathering-place of the kings and 
armies that asseaibled for the siege of Troy. To the 
scholar and poet few plains in the world are more inter* 
esting. It carries him back to the heroic ages, to the 
history of times bordering on the fabulous, when fact 
and fiction are so beautifully blended that we would not 
separate them if we could. I had but a Uttle while lon- 
ger to remain with my friends, for we were approaching 
the point where our roads separated, and about eleren 
o'clock we halted and exchanged our farewell greetings* 
We parted in the middle of the plain, they to return to 
Padras and Europe, and I for the tomb of Agamemnon, 
said back to Athens, and I hardly know where besides. 
Dr. W. I did not meet again until my return home. 
About a year afterward I arrived in Antwerp in the even- 
ing from Rotterdam. The city was filled with strangers, 
and I was denied admission at a third hotel, when a young 
man brushed by me in the doorway, and I recognised 
Maxwell. I hailed him, but in cap and cloak, and with 
a large red shawl around my neck, he did not know me. 
I unrolled and discovered myself, and it is needless to 
say that I did not leave the hotel that night. It was 
his very last day of two years' travel on the Continent; 
]ie had taken his passage in the steamer for London, 
and one day later I should have missed him altogether. 
I«caii give but a faint idea of the pleasure of this meet- 
ing. He gave me the first information of the whereabout 
of Dr. W. ; we talked nearly all night, and about noon 
the oezt day I again bade him farewell on board the 
isiteasier. 

I luive for some time neglected our servant. When 
we separated, the question was who should not keep him. 
We were all heartily tired of him, and I would not have 
had him with me on any account. Still, at the moment 
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of parting in that wild aid distant iegi<»i> nercr expecting 
to see l)im again, I felt some slight leaning toward hina. 
Touching the mailer of shirta, it will not be smrpnsittg 
to a man of the world thsft, at, the moment of parting, 
I had one of M.'s on my back ; and, in justice to him, I 
must say it was a very good one, and lasted a long time. 
A friend once wrote to me on a like occasion not to wear 
his out of ito turn, but M. laid no such restriction upon 
me. But this trifling gain did not indemnify me for the 
loss of my friends. I had broken the only link that 
connected me with home, and was setting out alone for 
I knew not where. I felt at once the great loas I had 
sustained, for my young muleteer could speak only his 
own language, and, as Queen Elizabeth sakl to Sir Wal 
ter Raleigh of her Hebrew, we had " forgotten our** 
Greek. 

But on that classical soil I ought not to hare been 
lonely. I shcnild have conjured up the ghosts of the 
departed Atridae, and held converse on their own ground 
with Homer's heroes. Nevertheless, I was not in tile 
mood ; and, entirely forgetting the glories of the past, I 
started my horse into a gallop. My companion followed 
on a full run, close at my heels, belabouring my horse 
with a stick, which when he broke^ be pelted him with 
stones ; indeed^ this mode of scampering over the ground 
seemed to hit his humour, for he shouted, hurraed, and 
whipped^ and sometimes laying hold of the tail of the 
beast, was dragged along several paces with little effort 
of his own. I soon tired of this, and made signs* to him 
to stop ; but it was his turn now, and I was obliged to 
lean back till I reached him with my cane before I ooald 
make him let go his hokl, and then he commenced 
shoutingLand pelting again with stones. 
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Jm Mb way we uppioftdied ibe viHage of Krabata^ 
aboot a' anie below the ruina of Mycen», and ifae motl 
mta^raUd! place I had seen in Greece. With the fertile 
plaiiv of Argoa uncultirated before thena, the inhabitants' 
exhibited' a melancholy picture of the most abject pov* 
erty. A» I rode through^ crowds beset me with out« 
staretcfaed arms imploring charity; and a miserable old 
woman, darting out of a wretched hovel, laid her gaunt 
and bony hand upon my leg, and attempted to stop me. 
I shrunk from her grasp, and, under the effect of a 
sadden impulse, threw myself off on the other side, and 
left my horse in her hands. 

Hurrying through the village, a group of boys rfen 
before me, crying out '' Agamemnon," '^ Agamemnon;" 
I followed, and they conducted me to the tomb of ^the 
king' of kings," a gigantic structure, still in good preter- 
vation, of a conical form, covered with turf; the stone 
over the door is twenty-seven feet long and seventeen 
wide, larger than any hewn stone in the wbrld except 
Pompey's Pillar. I entered, my young guides going 
before with torches, and walked within and around this 
ancient sepulchre. A worthy Dutchman, Herman Van 
Creutzer, has broached a theory that the Trojan war is a 
mere allegory, and that no such person as Agamemnon 
ever existed. Shame upon the cold-blooded heretic. 
I have my own sins to answer for in that way, for I 
have laid my destroying hand upon many cherished iU 
liisions ; but I would not, if I could, destroy the mystery 
that overhangs the heroic ages. The royal sepulchre 
was forsaken and empty ; the shepherd drives within it 
his flock for shelter ; the traveller sits under its shade 
to his noonday meltl ; and, at the moment, a goat- was 
dosing quietly in one corner. He started as I ent^ed^- 
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and seemed to regard me as an intruder ; and when I 
flared before him the light of my torch, he rose up to 
butt me. I turned away and left him in quiet posaes* 
sion. The boys were waiting outside, and crying 
^* Mycenee," " Mycenae," led me away. All was soli- 
tudci and I saw no marks of a city until I reached the 
relips of her Cyclopean walls. I ncTcr felt a greater 
degrees pf reverence than when I approached the lonely 
ruins of Mycenae. At Argos I spent most of my time 
in th& hiDrsemarket, and I had galloped oTer the great 
plain as carelessly as if it had been the road to Harlem ; 
but all the associations connected with this most inters 
eating ground here pressed upon me at once. Its ez- 
|ra()!irdinary antiquity, its gigantic remains, and its ut* 
ter and long-continued desolation, came home to my 
heart. I nvpved on to the Gate of the Lions, and stood 
before it a long tinoe wijthout entering. A broad street 
led to it between two immense parallel walls ; and this 
street may, perhaps, have been a market-place. Over 
the gate are two lions rampant, like the supporters of a 
modern poat-of-arms, rudely carved, and supposed to be 
the oldest scu^pjlured stone in Greece. Under this very 
gate Agaoi^coAon led out hia forces for the siege of 
Troy; three thousand years ago he saw them filing be- 
fore him, glittering in brass^ in all the pomp and panoply 
of war ; and I held i^ my hsua^ a book which told me 
that this city was m old ^hajt;, n^pr^ than seventeen hun- 
dred years ago, trayejllers came as I did to visit its ruins ; 
and that Pausanias had found ifae Gat^ of the Lions in 
the same sj;a.te in which I beheld it now. A great part 
is buried by the rubbish of jtbe fallen city, I crawled 
^ ii9der, and found myself withjin the walU^ and then 
nii.9^nted to tlie height oi;l which jtbe city atood^ It waa 
cQJirered with ^ thi^i^ aoil and ia rich ^rpet of grass. 
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My boys left me, and I wu idone. I walked all oTei 
ir, following ihe line of the walls. I paused at the greal 
blocks of stone^ the remnants of Cyclopic masonry, the 
work of wandering giants. The heayens were un* 
clouded, and the sun was beaming upon it with genial 
warmth. Nothing could exceed the quiet beauty of the 
scene. I became entangled in the long grass, and picked 
up wild flowers growing over long-buried dwellings. 
Under it are immense caverns, their uses now unknown ; 
and the earth sounded hollow under my feet, as if I were 
Ireadingon the sepulchre of a buried city. I looked across 
the plain %q Argos ; M was as beautiful as when Homer 
sang its praises ; the plain, and the mountains, and the 
sea were the same, but the once magnificent city, her nu- 
merous statues and gigantic temples, were gone for ever ; 
and but a few remains were left to tell the passing trav* 
eller the story of her fallen greatness. I could have 
remained tliere for hours; I could have gone again and 
again, for I had not found a more interesting spot in 
Greece ; but my reveries were disturbed by the appear- 
ance of my muleteer and my juvenile escort. They 
pointed to the sun as an intimation that the day was 
passing; and crying " Cavallo," '' Cavallo," hurried me 
away. To them the rained city was a playground ; they 
followed capering behind ; and, in descendifig, three or 
four of them rolled down upon nie ; they hurried me 
UiroHgh the Gate of the Lions, and I came out with my 
pantaloons, my only pantidoons, rent across the knee 
almost irreparably. In an instant I was another man^ 
I railed at the ruins f<Hr their strain upon wearing ap- 
parel, and bemoaned my unhappy lot in not having 
with me a needle and thread. I looked up to the old 
gate with a sneer. This was the city that Homer had 
made such a noise about; a man could stand on the citar 
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del and almost throw a ftOme beyond ihe boundary-line 
of Agamemnon's kingdom. In full sight, and just at the 
other side of the plain, was the kingdom of Argos. The 
little state of Rhode Island would make a bigger king-^ 
dom than both of them together. 

But I had no time for deep meditation, haying a long 
journey to Corinth before me. Fortunately, my young 
Greek had no tire in him ; he started me off on a gal- 
lop, whipping and pelting my horse with stones, and 
would have hurried me on, over rough and smooth, till 
either he, or I, or the horse broke down, if I had not 
jumped off and walked. As soon as I dismounted he 
mounted, and then he moved so leisurely that I had to 
hurry him on in turn. In this way we approached the 
range of mountains separating the plain of Argos from 
the Isthmus of Corinth. Entering the pass, we rode 
along a mountain torrent, of which the channel-bed was 
then dry, and ascended to the summit of the first range. 
Looking back, the scene was magnificent On my 
right and left were the ruined heights of Argos and My- 
cenae ; before me, the towering Acropolis of NapoU dt 
Romania ; at my feet, the rich plain of Argos, extending 
to the shore of the sea ; and beyond, the island^studded 
iGgean. I turned away with a feeling of regret that, in 
all probability, I should never see it more. 

I moved on, and in a narrow pass, not wide enough 
to turn my horse if I had been disposed to take to my 
heels, three men rose up from behind a rock, armed to 
^e teeth with long guns, pistols, yataghans, and sheep- 
skin cloaks — the dress of the klept or mountain jrob^ 
ber — and altogether presenting a most diabolically cut* 
throat appearance. If they had asked me for my purse 
I should have considered it all regular, and given up 
^he remnant of my stock of borrowed money without a 
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imurmur ; but I was telieved from immediate apprehen- 
sion by the cry of passe porta. King Otho has begim 
the benefits of civilized government in Greece by intro- 
ducing passports, and mountain warriors were stationed 
in the different passes to examine strangers. They 
acted, however, as if they were more used to demand- 
ing purses than passports, for they sprang into the road 
and tattled the butts of their guns on the rock with a 
violence that was somewhat startling. Unluckily, my 
passport had been made out with those of my com- 
panions, and was in their possession, and when we 
parted neither thought of it; and this demand to me, 
who had nothing to lose, was worse than that of my 
purse. A few wo^s of explanation might have relieved 
me from all difficulty, but my friends could not under* 
fltahd a word I said. I was vexed at the idea of being 
sent back, and thought I would try the effect of a little 
impudence ; so, crying out " Americanos," I attempted 
to pass on ; but they answered me ** Nix," and turned 
my horse's head toward Argos. The scene, which a 
few moments before had seemed so beautiful, was now 
perfectly detestable. Finding that bravado had not the 
desired effect, I lowered my tone and tried a bribe ; 
this was touching the right chord; half a dollar re- 
moved all suspicions from the minds of these trusty 
guardians of the pass ; and, released from their atten- 
tions, I hurried on. 

The whole road across the mountain is one of the 
wildest in Greece. It is Cut «p by numerous ravineU, 
sufficiently deep and dangerous, which at every step 
threaten destruction to the incautious traveller. Du- 
ring the late revolution the soil of Greece had been 
drenched with blood ; and my whole journey had been 
through cities and over battle-fields memorable for 
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leenei of slaughter unparalleled in the annals of mod- 
em war. In the narrowest pass of the mountains my 
guide made gestures indicating that it had been the 
scene of a desperate battle. When the Turks, having 
penetrated to the plain of Argos, were compelled to fall 
back again hpon Corinth, a small band of Greeks, un- 
der Niketas and Demetrius Ypsilanti, waylaid them in 
this pass. Concealing themselves behind the rocks, 
and waiting till the pass was filled, all at once they 
opened a tremendous fire up<Hi the solid column below, 
and the pass was instantly filled witli slain. Six thou- 
Haad were cut down in a few hours> The terrified sur* 
vivers recoiled for a moment ; but, as if iippelled by an 
invisible power, rushed on to meet their -^fate. " The 
Mussulman rode into the passes with his sabre in his 
sheath and his hands before his eyes, the victim of des- 
tiny." The Greeks again poured upwi them a shower 
of lead, and severalfthousand more were cut down be- 
fore the Moslem army accompUshed the passage of this 
terrible defile. 

It was nearly dark when we rose to the summit of 
the last range of mountains, and saw, under the rich 
lustre of the setting sun, the Acropolis of Corintb, with 
its walls and turrets, towering to the sky, the plain 
forming the' Isthmus of Corinth; the dark, quiet waters 
of the Gulf of Lepanto ; and the gloomy mountains <A 
Cithaeron, and Helicon, and Parnassus covered with 
snow. It was after dark when we psu»ed the region of 
the Nemean Grove, celebrated as the haunt el the lion 
and the scene of the first of the twelve labours of Her- 
cules. We were yet three hours from Corinth ; and, 
if the old lion had s.till been prowling in the grove, we 
could not have made more haste to escape its ^oomy 
solitude. Reaching the plain, we heard behind us tlie 
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clattering of horses' hoofs, at first sounding in the still 
ness of evening as if a regiment of cavalry or a troop 
of banditti was at our heels, but it proved to be only a 
single traveller, belated like ourselves, and hurrying on 
to Corinth. I could see through the darkness the shi- 
ning butts of his pistols and hilt of his yataghan, and took 
his dimensions with more anxiety, perhaps, than exacti- 
tude. He recognised my Frank dress, and accosted 
me in bad Italian, which he ha^ picked up at Padras 
(being just the Italian in which I could meet him on 
equal ground), and told me that he had met a party of 
Franks on the road to Padras, whom, from his descrip- 
ti(»i, I recognised as my friends. 

It was nearly midnight when we rattled up to the 
gate of the old locanda. The yard was thronged with 
horses and baggage, and Greek and Bavarian soldiers. 
Ori the balcony stood my old brigand host, completely 
crestfallen, and Uterally turned ouf of doors in his own 
house ; a detachment of Bavarian soldiers had arrived 
that afternoon from Padras, and taken entire possession, 
giving him and his wife the freedom of the outside. 
He did not recognise me, and, taking me for an Eng- 
lishman, began, "Sono Inglesi Signer" (he had lived 
at Corfu under the British dominion) ; and, telling me 
the whole particulars of liis unceremonious ouster, 
claimed, through me, the arm of the British government 
to resent the injury to a British subject ; his wife was 
walking about in no very gentle mood, but, in truth, 
very much the contrary. I did not speak to her, and she 
did not trust herself to speak tome; but, addressing 
myself to the husband, introduced the subject of my own 
immediate wants, a supper and night's lodging. The 
landlord told me, however, that the' Bavarians had eaten 
ererything in the house, and he had not a room, bed, 
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blanket, or coverlet to give me ; that I might lie down 
in the hall or the piazza, but there was no other place. 

I was outrageous at the hard treatment he had received 
from the Bavarians. It was too bad to turn an honest 
innkeeper out of his house, and deny him the pleasure 
of accommodating a traveller who had toiled hard all 
day, with the perfect assurance of finding a bed at night. 
' I saw, however, that there was no help for it ; and no- 
ticing an opening at one end of the hall, went into a 
sort of storeroom filled with all kinds of rubbish, par- 
ticularly old barrels. An unhinged door was leaning 
against the wall, and this I laid across two of the bar- 
rels', pulled off my coat and waistcoat, and on this ex- 
temporaneous couch went to sleep. 

I was roused from my first nap by a terrible fall 
against my door. I sprang up ; the moon was shining 
through the broken casement, and, seizing a billet of 
wood, I waited another attack. In the mean time I heard 
the noise of a violent scufiiing on the floor of the hall, 
and, high above all, the voices of husband and wife, 
his evidently coming from the floor in a deprecating 
tone, and hers in a high towering passion, and enforced 
with severe blows of a stick. As soon as I was fairly 
awake I saw through the thing at once. It was only a 
little matrimonial Ute-a-tHe, The unamiable humour in 
which I had left them against the Bavarians had ripened 
into a private quarrel between themselves, and she had 
got him down, and was pummelling him with a broom- 
stick or something of that kind. It seemed natural and 
right enough, and was, moreover, no business of mine ; 
and' remembering that whoever interferes between man 
and wifjp is sure to have both against him, I kept t|tiiet. 
Others, however, were not so considofate, and the oc- 
cupants of the different rooms tumbled into the hall in 
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every yariety of fancy night-gear, among nvhom was one 
whose only clothing was a military coat and cap, with 
a sword in his hand. When the hubbub was at its high- 
est I looked out, and found, as I expected, the husband 
and wife standing side by side, she still brandishing the 
stick, and both apparently outrageous at everything and 
everybody around them. I congratulated myself upon 
my superior knowledge of human nature, and went back 
to my bed on the door. 

In the morning I was greatly surprised to find that, 
instead of whipping her husband, she had been taking 
his part. Two German soldiers, already half intoxica- 
ted, had come into the hall, and insisted upon having 
more wine ; the host refused, and when they moved to- 
ward my sleeping place, where the wine was kept, he 
interposed, and all came down together with the noise 
which had woke me. His wife came to his aid, and 
the blows which, in my simplicity, I had supposed to 
be falling upon him, were bestowed on the two Bavari- 
ans. She told me the story herself; and when she com- 
plained to the offictrs, they had capped the climax of 
her passion by telling her that her husband deserved 
mc^e than he got. She was still in a perfect fury ; and 
as she looked at them in the yard arrangmg for their de- 
parture, she added, in broken English, with deep and, 
as I thought, ominous passion, " 'Twas better to be un-^ 
der the Turks." 

I learned all this while I was making my toilet on the 
piazza, that is, while she was pouring water on my hands 
for me to wash ; and, just as I had finished, my eye fell 
upon my muleteer assisting the soldiers in loading their 
horses. At first I did not notice the subdued egression 
of his usually bright face, nor that he was loading my 
horse f with some of their camp equipage*, but all at 
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once it struck me that they were pressing him into their 
service. I was already roused by what the woman had 
told me, and, resolving that they should not serve me 
as they did the Grreeks/I sprang off the piazza, cleared 
my way through the crowd, and going up to my horse, 
already staggering under a burden poised on his back, 
but not yet fastened, put my hand under one side and 
tumbled it over with a crash on the other. The sol- 
diers cried out furiously ; and, while they were sput- 
tering German at me, I sprang into the saddle. I was 
in admirable pugilistic condition, with nothing on but 
pantaloons, boots, and skirt, and just in a humour to get a 
whipping, if nothing worse ; but I detested the manner in 
which the Bavarians lorded it in Greece ; and riding up 
to a group of officers who were staring at me, told them 
that I had just tumbled their luggage off my hcnrse, and 
they must bear in mind that they could not deal with 
strangers quite so arbitrarily as they did with the Greeks. 
The commandant was disposed to be indignant and 
very magnificent ; but some of the others making sug- 
gestions to him, he said he understood I had only hired 
my horse as far as Corinth ; but, if I had taken him for 
Athens, he would not interfere ; and, apologizing on the 
ground of the necessities of government, ordered him 
to be released. I apologized back again, returned the 
horse to my guide, whose eyes sparkled with pleasure, 
and went in for my hat and coat. 

I dressed myself, and, telling him to be ready when 
I had finished my breakfast, went out exp^^ting to start 
forthwith ; but, to my surprise, my host told me that 
the lad refused to go any farther without an increase of 
pay ; and, sure enough, there he stood, making no prep- 
aration for moving. The cavalcade of soldiers had 
gone, and taken with them every horse in Corinth, and 
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(he young rascal intended to take advantage of my ne- 
cessity. I told him that I had hired him to Athens for 
such a price, and that I had saved him from impress- 
ment, and consequent loss of wages, by* the soldiers, 
which he admitted. I added that he was a young rascal, 
which he neither admitted nor denied, but answered 
with a roguish laugh. The extra price was no object 
compared with the vexation of a day's detention ; but a 
traveller is apt to think that all the world is conspiring 
to impose upon him, and, at times,, to be very resolute 
in resisting. I was peculiarly so then, and, idTter a few 
words, set off to complain to the head of the police. 
Without any ado he trotted along with me, and we pro- 
ceeded together, followed by a troup of idlers, I in some- 
thing of a passion, he perfectly cool, good-natured, and 
considerate, merely keeping out of the way of my stick. 
Hurrying along near the columns of the old temple, I 
stumbled, and he sprang forward to assist me, his face 
expressing great interest, and a fear that I had hurt my- 
self; and when I walked toward a house which I had 
mistaken for the bureau of the police department, he 
ran after me to direct me right. All this mollified me 
considerably; and, before we reached the door, the 
affair began to strike me as rather ludicrous. 

I stated my case, however, to the eparchos, a Greek 
in Frank dress, who spoke French with great facility, 
and treated me with the greatest consideration. He 
was so full of professions that I felt quite sure of a de- 
cision in my^avour ; but, assuming my story to be true, 
and without asking the lad for his excuse, he shrugged 
his shoulders, and said it would take time to examine 
the matter, and, if I was in a hurry, I had better sub- 
mit. To be sure, he said, the fellow was a great rogue^ 
and he gave his countrymen in general a character that 
,K2 
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would not tell well in print ; but added, in their justifica- 
tion, that they were imposed upon and oppressed by 
everybody, and therefore considered that they had a 
right to take their adrantage whenever an opportunity 
offered. The young man sat down on the floor, and 
looked at me with the most frank, honest, and open ex- 
pression, as if perfectly unconscious that he was doing 
anything wrong. I could not but acknowledge that 
some excuse for him was to be drawn from the nature 
of the school in which he had been brought up, and, 
after a little parley, agreed to pay him the additional 
price, if, at the end of the journey, I was satisfied with 
his conduct. This was enough ; his face brightened, 
he sprang up and took my hand, and we left the house 
the best friends in the world. He seemed to be hurt as 
well as surprised at my finding fault with him, for to 
him all seemed perfectly natural ; and, to seal the rec- 
onciliation, he hurried on ahead, and had the hcnrse 
ready when I reached the locanda. I took leave of my 
host with a better feeling than before, and set out a 
second time on the road to Athens. 

At Kalamaki, while walking along the shore, a 
Greek who spoke the lingua Franca came from on 
board one of the little caiques, and, when he learned 
that I was an American, described to me the scene that 
had taken place on that beach upon the arrival of pro- 
visions from America; when thousands of miserable 
beings who had fled from the blaze of their dwellings, 
and lived for months upon plants and roots ; grayhead 
ed men, mothers with infants at their breasts, emacia- 
ted with hunger and almost frantic with despair, came 
down from their mountain retreats to receive the wel- 
come reUef. He might well remember the scene, for 
he had been one of that starving people ; and he took 
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me to his house, and showed me his wife and four 
children, now nearly all grown, telling me that they 
had all been rescued from death by the generosity of 
my countrymen. I do not know why, but in those 
countries it did not seem unmanly for a bearded and 
whiskered man to weep ; I felt anything but contempt 
for him when, with his heart overflowing and his eyes 
filled with tears, he told me, when I returned home, to 
say to my countrymen that I had seen and talked with 
a recipient of their bounty; and though the Greeks 
might never repay us, they could never forget what 
we had done for them. I remembered the excitement 
in our country in their behalf, in colleges and schools, 
from the graybearded senator to the prattling school- 
boy, and reflected that, perhaps, my mite, cast care- 
lessly upon the waters, had saved from the extrem- 
ity of misery this grateful family. I wish that the 
cold-blooded prudence which would have checked our 
honest enthusiasm in favour of a people, under calami- 
ties and horrors worse than ever fell to the lot of man 
struggling to be free, could have listened to the grati- 
tude of this Greek family. With deep interest I bade 
them farewell, and, telling my guide to follow with my 
horse, walked over to the foot of the mountain. 

Ascending, I saw in one of the openings of the road 
a packhorse and a soldier in the Bavarian uniform, and, 
hoping to find some one to talk with, I hailed him. 
He was on the top of the mountain, so far off that he 
did not hear me; and when, with the help of my 
Greek, I had succeeded in gaining his attention, he 
looked for some time without being able to see me. 
When he did, however, he waited ; but, to my no small 
disappointment, he answered my first question with the 
4)dious '^ Nix«" We tried each other in two or three 
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dialects ; but, finding it of no use, I sat down to rest^ 
and he, for courtesy, joined me ; my young Greek, in 
the spirit of good-fellowship, doing the same. He was 
a tall, noble-looking fellow, and, like myself, a stranger 
in Greece ; and, though we could not say so, it was un- 
derstood that we were glad to meet and travel together 
as comrades. The tongue causes mort evils than the 
sword ; and, as we were debarred the use of this mis- 
chievous member, and walked all day side by side, sel- 
dom three paces apart, before night we were sworn 
fitiends. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at 
Megara. A group of Bavarian soldiers was lounging 
round the door of the khan, who welcomed their ex- 
pected comrade and me as his companion. My friend 
left me, and soon returned with the compliments of the 
commandant, and an invitation to visit him in the even- 
ing. I had, however, accepted a prior invitation from 
the soldiers for a rendezvous in the locanda. I wan- 
dered till dark among the ruined houses of the town, 
thought of Euclid and Alexander the Great, and return- 
ing, went up to the same room in which I had slept with 
my friends, pored over an old map of Greece hanging on 
the wall, made a few notes, and throwing myself back 
on a sort of divan, while thinking what I should do fell 
asleep. 

About ten o'clock I was roused by the loud roar of a 
chorus, not like a sudden burst, but a thing that seemed 
to have swelled up to that point by degrees ; and rub- 
bing my eyes, and stumbling down stairs, I entered 
the banqueting hall; a long, rough wooden table ex- 
tended the whole length of the room, supplied with only 
two articles, wine-flagons and tobacco-pouches; forty 
or fifty soldiers were sitting round it, smoking pipes 
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and singing with all their souls, and, at the moment I 
entered, waving their pipes to the dying cadence of a 
hunting chorus. Then followed a long thump on the 
table, and they all rose ; my long trayelling friend, with 
a young soldier who spoke a little French, came up, and, 
escorting me to the head of the table, gavje me a seat 
by the side of the chairman. One of them attempted 
to administer a cup of wine, and the other thrust at me 
the end of a pipe, and I should have been obliged to 
kick and abscond 1iut for the relief afforded me by the^ 
entrance of another new-comer. This was no other 
than the corporal's wife ; and if I had been received 
warmly, she was greeted with enthusiasm. Half the 
table sprang forward to escort her, two of them collared 
the president and hauled him off his seat, and the whole 
company, by acclamation, installed her in his place. 
She accepted it without any hesitation, while two of 
them, with clumsy courtesy, took off her bonnet, which 
I, sitting at her right hand, took charge of. All then re- 
sumed their places, and the revel went on more gayly 
than ever. The lady president was about thirty, plain- 
ly but neatly dressed, and, though not handsome, had 
a frank, amiable, and good-tempered expression, indi- 
cating that greatest of woman's attributes, a good heart. 
In fact, she looked what the young man at my side told 
me she was, the peacemaker of the regiment ; and he 
added, that they always tried to have her at their conviv- 
ial meetings, for when she was among them the brawl- 
ing spirits were kept down, and every man would be 
ashamed to quarrel in her presence. There was no 
chivalry, no heroic devotion about therii, but their man- 
ner toward her was as speaking a tribute as was ever 
paid to the influence of woman ; and I question whether 
beauty in her bowery surrounded by belted knights and 
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baions bold, ever exercised in her more exalted sphere 
a more happy influence. I talked with her, and with 
the utmost simplicity she told me that the soldiers all 
loved her ; that they were all kind to her, and she looked 
upon them all as brothers. We broke up at about 
' twelve o'clock with a song, requiring each person to 
take the hand of his neighbour ; one of her hands fell 
to me, and I took ii with a respect seldom surpassed in 
touching the hand of woman ; for I felt that she was 
cheering the rough path of a soldier's life, and, among 
scenes calculated to harden the heart, reminding them 
of mothers, and sisters, and sweethearts at home. 



CHAPTER VII. 

X Dreary Funeral.— Marathon.— Mount Pentelicus.— A Mystery. — Woeg 
of a Lover.— Reveries of Glory.— Scio's Rocky Isle.— A blood-stained 
Page of History.— A Greek Prelate.— Desolation.— The Exile's Return. 

Early in the morning I again started. In a little 
khan at Eleusis I saw three or four Bavarian soldiers 
drinking, .and ridiculing the Greek proprietor, calling 
him patrioti and capitani. The Greek bore their gibes 
and sneers without a word ; but there was a deadly ex- 
pression in his look, which seemed to say, " I bide my 
time 'f" and I remember then thinking that the Bavari- 
ans were running up an account which would one day 
be settled with blood. In fact, the soldiers went too 
far ; and, as I thought, to show off before me, one of 
them slapped the Greek on the back, and made him 
spill a measure of wine which he Was carrying to a 
customer, when the latter turned upon him like light* 
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ning, threw him down, and would have strangled him if 
he had not been pulled oflF by the by-standers. Indeed, 
the Greeks had already learned both their intellectual 
and physical superiority over the Bayarians; and, a 
short time before, a party of soldiers sent to subdue a 
band of Maniote insurgents had been captured, and, 
after a farce of selling them at auction at a dollar a head, 
were kicked, and whipped, and sent off. 

About four o'clock I arrived once more at Athens, 
dined at my old hotel, and passed the evening at Mr. 
Hill's. 

The next day. I lounged about the city. I had been 
more than a montlji without my carpet-bag, and the 
way in which I managed during that time is a thing 
between my travelling companions and myself. A pru- 
dent , Scotchman used to boast of a careful nephew, 
who, in travelling, instead of leaving some of his clothes 
at every hotel on the road, always brought home more 
than he took away with him. I was a moHel of this 
kind of carefulness while my opportunities lasted ; but 
my companions had left me, and this morning I went to 
the bazars and bought a couple of shirts. Dressed up 
in one of them, I strolled outside the walls ; and, while 
sitting in the shadow of a column of the Temple of Ju- 
piter, I saw coming from the city, through Hadrian's 
Gate, four men, carrying a burden by the comers of a 
coverlet, followed by another having in his hands a bot- 
tle and spade. As they approached I saw they were 
bearing the dead body of a woman, whom, on joining 
them, I found to be the wife of the man who followed* 
He was an Englishman or an American (for he called 
himself either, as occasion required) whom I had seen 
at my hotel' end at Mr. Hill's ; had been a sailor, and 
probably deserted from his ship, and many years a 
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resident of Athens, where he married a Greek woman. 
He was a thriftless feliow, and, as he told me, had 
lif«d principally by the labour of his wife, who washed 
for European travellers. He had been so long in 
Greece, and his connexions and associations were so 
thoroughly Greek, that he had lost that sacredness of 
feeling so powerful both in Englishmen and Americans 
of every class in regard to the decent burial of the 
dead, though he did say that he had expected to procure 
a coffin, but the police of the city had sent officers to 
take her away and bury her. There was something so 
forlorn in the appearance of this rude funeral, that my 
first impulse was to turn away ; but*! checked myself 
and followed. Several times the Greeks laid the corpse 
on the ground and stopped to rest, chattering indiffer- 
ently on various subjects. We crossed the Ilissus, and 
at some distance came to a little Greek chapel excava- 
ted in the rock. The door was so low that we were 
obliged to stoop on entering, and when within we could 
hardly stand upright. The Greeks laid down the body 
in front of the altar ; the husband went for the priest, 
the Greeks to select a place for a grave, and I remained 
alone with the dead. I sat in the doorway, looking in- 
side upon the corpse, and out upon the Greeks digging 
the grave. In a short time the husband returned with 
a priest, one of the most miserable of that class of 
' " blind teachers" who swarm in Greece. He immedi- 
ately commenced the funeral service, which continued 
nearly an hour, by which time the Greeks returned, 
and, taking up the body, carried it to the graveside and 
laid it within. I knew the hollow sound of the first 
clod of earth which falls upon the lid of a coffin, and 
shrunk from its leaden fall upon the uncovered body. 
I turned away, and, when at some distance, looked back 
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and saw them packing the earth over the grave. I 
never saw so dreary a burial-scene. 

Returning, I passed by the ancient stadium of Be- 
rodes Atticus, once capable of containing twenty-five 
thousand spectators ; the whole structure was covered 
with the purest white marble. All remains of its mag- 
nificence are now gone ; but I could still trace on the 
excavated side of the hill its 'ancient form of a horse- 
shoe, and walked through the subterraneous passage by 
which the vanquished in the games retreated from the 
presence of the spectators. 

Returning to the city, I learned that an affiray had 
just taken place between some Greeks and Bavarians, 
and, hurrying to the place near the bazars, found a 
crowd gathered round a soldier who had been stabbed 
by a Greek. According to the Greeks, the affair had 
beea caused by the habitual insults and provocation 
given by the Bavarians, the soldier having wantonly 
knocked a drinking-cup out of the Greek's hand while 
he was drinking. In the crowd I met a lounging ItaU 
ian (the same who wanted me to come up from Padras 
by water), a good-natured and good-for-nothing fellow, 
and skilled in tongues ; and going with him into a cof- 
fee-bouse thronged with Bavarians and Europeans of 
various nations in the service of government, heard 
another story, by which it appeared that the Greeks, 
as usual, were in the wrong, and that the poor Bava^ 
rian had been stabbed without the slightest provocation, 
purely from the Greeks' love of stabbing. Tired of 
this, I left the scene of contention, and a few streets 
off met an Athenian, a friend of two or three days' 
standing, and, stopping under a window illuminated by 
a pair of bright eyes from above, happened to express 
my admiration of the lady who owned them, when he 
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tested the strength of my feelings on the sabject by 
asking me if I would like to many her. I was not 
piepared at the moment to give precisely that proofs 
and he followed up his blow by telling me that, if I 
wished it, he would engage to secure her> for me be- 
fore the next morning. The Greeks are almost uni- 
versally poor. With them every traveller is rich, and 
they are so thoroughly civilized as to think that a rich 
man is, of course, a good match. 

Toward evening I paid my last visit to the Acrop<^- 
lis. Solitude, silence, and sunset are the nursery of 
sentiment. I sat down on a broken capital of the Par 
thenon ; the owl was already flitting among the ruins. 
I looked up at the majestic temple and down at the 
ruined and newly-regenerated city, and said to myself, 
''Lots must rise in Athens !" I traced tl^e line of the 
ancient walls, ran a railroad to the Piraeus, and calcu- 
lated the increase on " up-town lots" from building the 
king's pjsdace near the Garden of Plato. Shall I or 
shall I not "make an operation" in Athens? The 
court has removed here, the country is beautiful, cli- 
mate fine, government fixed, steamboats are running, 
all the world is coming, and lots must rise. I bought 
(in imagination) a tract of good tillable land, laid it out 
in streets, had my Plato, and Homer, and Washington 
Places, and Jackson Avenue, built a row of houses 
to improve the neighbourhood where nobody lived, got 
maps lithographed, and sold off at auction. I was in 
the right condition to " go in," for I had nothing to lose ; 
but, unfortunately, the Greeks were verf Itr behind the 
spirit of the age, knew nothing of the beauties of the 
credit system, and could not be brought to dispose of 
their consecrated soil*' on the usual terqas," ten per 
cenLdowrij balance on bond cmd mortgage; so, giving. 
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up the idea, at dark I bade farewell to the ruins of the 
Acropolis, and went to my hotel to dinner. 

Early the next morning I started for the field of 
Marathon. I engaged a servant at the hotel to accom- 
pany me, but he disappointed me, and I set out alone 
with my muleteer. Our road lay along the base of 
Mount Hymettus, on the borders of the plain of Attica, 
shaded by thick groves of olives. At noon I was on the 
summit of a lofty mountain, at the base of which, still 
and quiet as if it had never resounded with the shock 
of war, the great battle-ground of the Greeks and Per- 
sians extended to the sea. The descent was one of 
the finest things I met with in Greece ; wild, rugged, 
and, in fact, the most magnificent kind of mountain 
scenery. At the foot of the mountain we came to a 
ruined convent, occupied by an old white-bearded 
monk. I stopped there and lunched, the old man lay- 
ing before me his simple store of bread and olives, and 
looking on with pleasure at my voracious appetite. 

This over, I hurried to the battle-field. Toward the 
centre is a large mound of earth, erected over the Athe* 




Mound of Marathon. 

nians who i$il 'in the battle. I made directly for this 
mound, ascended it, and threw the reins loose over my 
horse's neck ; and, sitting on the top, read the account of 
the battle in Herodotus. 
After all, is not our reverence misplaced, or, rather, 
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does not our respect for deeds hallowed by time render 
us comparatively unjust ? The Greek revolution teema 
with instances of as desperate courage, as great love of 
country, as patriotic devotion, as animated the men of 
Marathon, and yet the actors in these scenes are not 
known beyond the boundaries of their native land. 
Thousands whose names were never heard of, and 
whose bones, perhaps, never received burial, were as 
worthy of an eternal monument as they upon whose 
grave I sat. Still that mound is a hallowed sepulchre ; 
and the shepherd who looks at it from his mountain 
house, the husbandman who drives his plough to its 
base, and the sailor who hails it as a landmark from 
the deck of his caique, are all reminded of the glory of 
their ancestors. But away with the mouldering relics 
of Ihe past. Give me the greAn grave of Marco Boz- 
zaris. I put Herodotus in my pocket, gathered a few 
blades of grass as a memorial, descended the mound, 
betook myself to my saddle, and swept the plain on a 
gallop, from the mountain to the sea. 

It is about two miles in width, and bounded by 
rocky heights enclosing it at •either extremity. To- 
ward the shore the ground is marshy, and at the place 
where the Persians escaped to their ships are some un- 
known ruins ; in several places the field is cultivated, 
and toward evening, on my way to the village of Mara- 
thon, I saw a Greek ploughing ; and when I told him 
that I was an American, he greeted me as the friend 
of Greece. It is the last time I shall recur to this feel- 
ing ; but it was music to my heart to hear a plough- 
man on immortal Marathon sound in my ears the praises 
of my country. 

I intended to pass the night at the village of Marathon ; 
but every khan was so cluttered up with goats, chickens. 
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and children, that I rode back to the monastery at the 
foot of the mountain. It was nearly dark when I 
reached it. The old monk was on a little eminence at 
the door of his chapel, clapping two boards together to 
call his flock to vespers. With his long white beardi 
his black cap and long black gown, his picturesque po- 
sition and primitive occupation, he seemed a guardian 
spirit hovering on the borders of Marathon in memory 
of its ancient glory. He came down to the monastery 
to receive me, and, giving me a paternal welcome, and 
spreading a mat on the floor, returned to his chapel. I 
followed, and saw his little flock assemble. The plough- 
man came up from the plain and the shepherd came 
down from the mountain ; the old monk led the way to 
the altar, and all kneeled down and prostrated themselves 
on the rocky floor. I looked at them with deep inter- 
est. I had seen much of Greek devotion in cities and 
villages, but it was a spectacle of extraordinary interest 
to see these wild and lawless men assembled on this 
lonely mountain to worship in all sincerity, according to 
the best light they had, the god of their fathers. I could 
not follow them in their long and repeated kneelings 
and prostrations ; but my youiig Greek, as if to make 
amends for me, and, at the same time, to show how 
they did things in Athens, led the van. The service 
over, several of them descended with us to the monas- 
tery ; the old monk spread his mat, and again brought 
out his frugal store of bread and olives. I contributed 
what I had brought from Athens, and we made our 
evening meal. If I had judged from appearances, I 
should have felt rather uneasy at sleeping among such 
companions ; but the simple fact of having seen them 
at their devotions gave me confidence. Though I had 
read and heard that the Italian bandit went to the altar 
L2 
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to pray forgiveness for the crimes he intended to commit, 
and, before washing the stains from his hands, hung up the 
bloody poniard upon a pillar of the church, and asked par- 
don for murder, I always felt a certain degree of confi- 
dence in him who practised the duties of his religion, 
whatever that religion might be. I leaned on my elbow, 
and, by the blaze of the fire, read Herodotus, while my 
muleteer, as I judged from the frequent repetition of the 
word Americanos, entertained them with long stories 
about me. By degrees the blaze of the fire died away, 
the Greeks stretched themselves out for sleep, the old 
monk handed me a bench about four inches high for a 
pillow, and, wrapping myself in my cloak, in a few mo- 
ments I was wandering in the land of dreams. 

Before daylight my companions were in motion. I 
intended to return by the marble quarries on the Pen- 
telican Mountain ; and crying " Cavallo" in the ear of my 
still sleeping muleteer, in a few minutes I bade farewell 
for ever to the good old monk of Marathon. Almost 
from the door of the monastery we commenced ascend- 
ing the mountain. It was just peep of day, the weather 
raw and cold, the top of the mountain covered with 
clouds, and in an hour I found ipyself in the midst of 
them. The road was so steep and dangQrous that I 
could not ride ; a false step of my horse ttugbt have 
thrown me over a precipice several hundred feet deep ; 
and the air was so keen and penetrating, that, notwith- 
standing the violent exercise of walking, I was perfectly 
chilled. The mist was so dense, too, that, wlien my 
guide was a few paces in advance, I could not see him, 
and I was literally groping my way through the clouds. 
I had no idea where I was nor of the scene around me, 
but I felt that I was in a measure lifted above the earth. 
The cold blasts drove furiously along the sides of the 
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mountain, whistled against the precipices, and bellowed 
in the hollows of the rocks, sometimes driving so furi- 
ously that my horse staggered and fell back. I was 
almost bewildered in struggling blindly against them ; 
but, just before reaching the top of the mountain, the 
thick clouds were lifted as if by an inyisible hand, and 
I saw once more the glorious sun pouring his morning 
beams upon a rich valley extending a great distance to 
the foot of the Pentelican Mountain. About half way 
down we came to a beautiful stream, on the banks of 
which we took out our bread and olives. Our appetites 
were stimulated by the mountain air, and we divided 
till our last morsel was gone. 

At the foot of the mountain, lying between it and 
Mount Pentelicus, was a large monastery, occupied by 
a fraternity of monks. We entered and walked through 
it, but found no one to receive us. In a field near by 
we saw one of the monks, from whom we obtained a 
direction to the quarries. Moving on to the foot of the 
mountain, which rises with a peaked summit into the 
clouds, we commenced ascending, and soon came upon 
the strata of beautiful white marble for which Mount 
Pentelicus has been celebrated thousands of years. Ex* 
cayatioAs appear to have been made along the whole 
route, and 4»n the roadside were blocks, and marks caused 
by the friction of «the heavy masses transported to Athens. 
The great quarries are ^oward the summit. The sur- 
face has been cut peiyendicularly smooth, perhaps 
eighty or a hundred feet high, and one hundred and fifty 
or two hundred feet in width, and excavations have been 
made within to an unknown extent. Whole cities might 
have been built with the materials taken away, and yet, 
by comparison with what is left, there is nothing gone. 
In front are entrances to a large chamber, in one comer 
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Quarries of Pentelicus. 

of which, on the right, is a chapel with the painted 
figure of the Virgin to receive the Greeks' prayers. 
Within are vast humid caverns, over which the wide 
roof awfully extends, adorned with hollow tubes like ici- 
cles, while a small transparent petrifying stream trickles 
down the rock. On one side are small chambers com- 
municating with subterraneous avenues, used, no doubt, 
as places of refuge during the revolution, or as the 
haunts of robbers. Bones of animals and stones black- 
ened with smoke showed that but lately some part had 
been occupied as a habitation. The great excavations 
around, blocks of marble lying as they fell, perhaps, 
two thousand years ago, and the appearances of having 
been once a scene of immense industry and labour, stand 
in striking contrast with the desolation and solitude now 
existing. Probably the hammer and chisel will never 
be heard there more, great temples will no more be 
raised, and modern genius will never, like the Greeks 
of old, make the rude blocks of marble speak. 

At dark I was dining at the Hotel de France, when 
Mr. Hill came over with the welcome intelligence that 
my carpet-bag had arrived. On it was pinned a large 
paper, with the words " Huzzah !" " Huzzah !" " Huz- 
zah !" by my friend Maxwell, who had met it on horse- 
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back on the shores of the Gulf of Lepanto, trayelling un- 
der the charge of a Greek in search of me. I opened it 
\¥ith apprehension, and, to my great satisfaction, found 
undisturbed the object of my greatest anxiety, the pre- 
cious notebook from which I now write, saved from the 
peril of an anonymous publication or of being used up 
for gun-waddings. 

The next morning, before I was up, I heard a gen- 
tle rap at my door, which was followed by the entrance 
of a German, a missionary, whom I had met several 
times at Mr. Hill's, and who had dined with me once at 
my hotel. I apologized for being caught in bed, and 
told him that he must possess a troubled spirit to send 
him so early from his pillow. He answered that \ was 
right ; that he did indeed possess a troubled spirit ; and 
closing the door carefully, came to my bedside, and 
said he had conceived a great regard for me, and in- 
tended confiding in me an important trust. I had sev- 
eral times held long conversations with him at Mr. 
Hill's, and very little to my edification, as his English 
was hardly intelligible ; but I felt pleased at having, 
without particularly striving for it, gained the favourable 
opinion of one who bore the character of a very learned 
and a very good man. I requested him to step into 
the dining-room while I rose and dressed myself; but 
he put his hand upon my breast to keep me down, and 
drawing a chair, began, " You are going to Smyrna.** 
He then paused, but, after some moments of hesitation, 
proceeded to say that the first name I would hear on 
my arrival there would be his own ; that, unfortunately, 
it was in everybody's mouth. My friend was a short 
and very ugly middle-aged man, with a very large 
mouth, speaking English with the most disagreeable 
German sputter, lame from a fall, and, altogether, of % 
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most uninteresting and unsentimental aspect ; and he 
surprised me much by laying before me a veritable 
affaire du ctBur. It was so foreign to my expectations, 
that I should as soon have expected to be made a con- 
fidant in a love affair by the Archbishop of York. After 
a few preliminaries he went into particulars ; lavished 
upon the lady the usual quota of charms " in such case 
made and provided," but was uncertain, rambling, and 
discursive in regard to the position he held in her re- 
gard. At first I understood that it was merely the old 
story, a flirtation and a victim; then that they were 
very near being married, which I afterward understood 
to be only so near as this, that he was willing and she 
not ; and, finally, it settled down into the every-day oc- 
currence, the lady smiled, while the parents and a stout 
two-fisted brother frowned. I could but think, if such 
a homely expression may be introduced in describing 
these tender passages, that he had the boot on the 
wrong leg, and that the parents were much more likely 
than the daughter to favour such a suiter. However, 
on this point I held my peace. The precise business 
he wished to impose on me was, immediately on my 
arrival in Smyrna to form the acquaintance of the lady 
and her family, and use all my exertions in his favour. 
I told him I was an entire stranger in Smyrna, and 
could not possibly have any influence with the parties ; 
but, being urged, promised him that, if I could inter- 
fere without intruding myself improperly, he should 
have the benefit of my mediation. At first he intended 
giving me a letter to the lady, but afterward determined 
to give me one to the Rev. Mr. Brewer, an American 
missionary, who, he said, was a particular friend of his, 
and intimate with the beloved and her family, and ac* 
quainted with the whole aflair. Placing himself at my 
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table, on which were pens, ink, and paper, he proceed* 
ed to write his letter, while I lay quietly till he turned 
over the first side, when, tired of waiting, I rose, dressed 
myself, packed up, and, before he had finished, stood 
by the table with my carpet-bag, waiting until he should 
have, done to throw in my writing materials. He bade 
me good-by after I had mounted my horse to leave, 
and, when I turned back to look at him, I could not but 
feel for the crippled, limping victim of the tender pas^ 
sion, though, in honesty, and with the best wishes for 
his success, I did not think it would help his suit for 
the lady to see him. 

An account of my journey from Athens to Smyrna, 
given in a letter to friends at home, was published du- 
ring my absence and without my knowledge, in suc- 
cessive numbers of the American Monthly Magazine, 
and perhaps the favourable notice taken of it had some 
influence in inducing me to write a book. I give the 
papers as they were then pubUshed. 

Smyrna, April, 1835. 

My dear *****, 
I have just arrived at this place, and I Uve to tell it* 
I have been three weeks performing a voyage usually 
made in three days. It has been tedious beyond aU 
things ; but, as honest Dogberry would say, if it had 
been ten times as tedious, I could find it in my heart to 
bestow it all upon you. To begin at the beginning : on 
the morning of the second instant, I and my long-lost 
carpet-bag left the eternal city of Athens, without know- 
ing exactly whither we were going, and sincerely re- 
gretted by Miltiades Panajotti, the garden of the hotel. 
We wound roimd the foot of the Acropolis, and, giving 
a last look to its ruined temples, fell into the road to 
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the Pirsus, and in an hour found ourselves at that an 
cient harbour, almost as celebrated in the history of 
Greece as Athens itself. Here we took counsel as to 
farther movements, and concluded to take passage in a 
caique to sail that evening for Syra, being advised that 
that island was a great place of rendezvous for vessels, 
and that from it we could procure a passage to any 
place we chose. Having disposed of my better half 
(I may truly call it so, for what is man without panta- 
loons, vests, and shirts), I took a little sailboat to float 
around the ancient harbour and muse upon its departed 
glories. 

The day that I lingered there before bidding farewell, 
perhaps fop^fever, to the shores of Greece, is deeply im- 
pressed ypon my mind. I had hardly begun to feel the 
magic influence of the land of poets, patriots, and heroes, 
until the very moment of my departure. I had trav- 
elled in the most interesting sections of the country, and 
found all enthusiadm dead within me when I had ex- 
pected to be carried away by the remembrance of the 
past ; but here, I know not how it was, without any ef- 
fort, and in the mere act of whiling away my time, all 
that was great, and noble, and beautiful in her history 
rushed upon me at once ; the sun and the breeze, the 
land and the sea, contributed to throw a witchery around 
me ; and in a rich and delightful frame of mind, I found 
myself among the monuments of her better days, gli- 
' ding by the remains of the immense wall erected to en- 
close the harbour during the Peloponnesian war, and 
was soon floating upon the classic waters of Salamis. 

If I had got there by accident it would not have oc- 
curred to me to dream of battles and all the fierce pan- 
oply of' war upon that calm and silvery surface. But 
I knew where I was, and my blood was up. I was 
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among the enduring witnesses of the Athenian glory. 
Behind me was the ancient city, the Acropolis, with 
its ruined temples, the telltale monuments of by-gone 
days, towering above the plain ; here was the harbour 
from which the galleys carried to the extreme parts of 
the then known world the glories of the Athenian name; 
before me was unconquered Salamis ; here the inva- 
ding fleet of Xerxes ; there the little navy, the last hope 
of the Athenians ; here the island of iEgina, from which 
Aristides, forgetting his quarrel with Themistocies, em* 
barked in a rude boat, during the hottest of the battle, 
for the ship of the latter ; and there the throne of Xerxes, 
where the proud invader stationed himself as spectator 
of the battle that was to lay the rich plain of Attica M 
his feet. There could be no mistake about Jocaliiies ; 
the details have been handed flown from generation to 
generation, and are as well known to the Greeks of the 
present day as they were to their fathers. So I went 
to work systematically, and fought the whole battle 
through. I gave the Persians ten to one, but I made 
the Greeks fight like tigers ; I pointed them to their 
city, to their wives and children ; I brought on long 
strings of little innocents, urging them as in the farce, 
"sing out, young uns;" I carried old Themistocies 
among the Persians like a modem Greek fireship 
among the Turks ; I sunk ship after ship, and went on 
demolishing them at a most furious rate, until I saw old 
Xerxes scudding from his throne, and the remnant of 
the Persian fleet scampering away to the tune of '^ devil 
take the hindmost." By this time I had got into the 
spirit of the thing ; and moving rapidly over that water, 
once red with blood of thousands from the fields of Asia, 
I steered for the shore and mounted the vacant throne 
of Xerxes. This throne is on a hill near the shore, not 
Vol. L— M 
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very high, and as pretty a place as a man could have 
selected to see his friends whipped and keep out of 
harm's way himself; for you vnll recollect that in those 
days there was no gunpowder nor cannon balls, and, 
consequently, no danger from long chance shots. I se- 
lected a particular stone, which I thought it probable 
Xerxes, as a reasonable man, and with an eye to per- 
spective, might have chosen as his seat on the eventful 
day of the battle ; and on that same stone sat down to 
meditate upon the vanity of all earthly greatness. But, 
most provokingly, whenever I think of Xerxes, the first 
thing that presents itself to my mind is the couplet in 
the Primer, 

" Xerxes the Great did die, 
And BQ must you and I." 

This is a very sensible Stanza, no doubt, and worthy 
of always being borne in mind ; but it was not ex- 
actly what I wanted. I tried to drive it away ; but the 
more I tried, the more it stuck to me. It was all in 
vain. I railed at early education, and resolved that ac- 
quired knowledge hurts a man's natural faculties ; for if 
I had not received the first rudiments of education, I 
should not have been bothered with the vile couplet, 
and should have been able to do something on my own 
account. As it was, I lost one of the best opportunities 

ever a man had for moraUzing ; and you, my dear , 

have lost at least three pages. I give you, however, 
all the materials ; put yourself on the throne of Xerxes, 
and do what you can, and may your early studies be no 
stumbUng-block in your way. As for me, vexed and 
disgusted with myself, I descended the hill as fast a» 
the great king did of yore, and jumping into my boat, 
steered for the farthest point of the Piraeus ; from the 
throne of Xerxes to the tomb 6{ Themi/stocles. . 
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I was . prepared to do something here. This was 
not merely a place where he had been ; I was to tread 
upon the earth that covered his bones; here were 
his ashes ; here was all that remained of the best and 
bravest of the Greeks, save his immortal name. As 
I approached I saw the large square stones that en- 
closed his grave, and mused upon his history ; the de- 
liverer of his country, banished, dyiog an exile, his 
bones begged by his repenting countrymen, and buried 
with peculiar propriety near the shore of the sea com- 
manding a full view of the scene of his naval glory. 
For more than two thousand years the waves have al- 
most washed over his grave, the sun has shone and the 
winds have howled over him ; while, perhaps, his spirit 
has mingled with the sighing of the winds and the 
murmur of the waters, in moaning over the long captiv- 
ity of his countrymen ; perhaps, too, his spirit has been 
with them in their late struggle for liberty ; has hovered 
over them in the battle and the breeze, and is now 
standing sentinel over his beloved and Uberated country. 
I approached as to the grave of one who will never die. 
His great name, his great deeds, hallowed by the lapse 
of so many ages ; the scene — ^I looked over the wall 
with a feeling amounting to reverence, when, directly 
before me, the first thing I saw, the only thing I could 
see, so glaring and conspicuous that nothing else could 
fix my eye, was a tall, stiff, wooden headboard, painted 
white, with black letters, to the memory of an Eng- 
lishman with as unclassical a name as that of John John- 
son. My eyes were blasted with the sight ; I was fero- 
cious ; I railed at him as if he had buried himself there 
with his own hands. What had he to do there ? I railed 
at his friends. Did they expect to give him a name 
by mingling him with the ashes of the immortal dead? 
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Did they expect to steal imm<»tality like fire {rom the i 
flint ? I dashed back to my boat, steered directly for 
the harbour, gave sentiment to the dogs, and in half an 1 
hour was eating a most voracious and spiteful dinner. 1 

In the evening I embarked on board my little caique. \ 
She was one of the most rakish of that rakish descrip- 1 
don of vessels. I drew my cloak around me and \ 
stretched myself on the deck as we glided quietly out 
of the harbour ; saw the throne of Xerxes, the island of 
Salamis, and the shores of Greece gradually fade from 
view ; looked at the dusky forms of the Greeks in their 
cq)otes lying asleep around me ; at the helmsman sit- 
ting crosslegged at his post, apparently without life or 
motion ; gave one thought to home, and fell asleep. 

In the morning I began to examine my companions 
They were, in all, a captain and six sailors, probably all 
part owners, and two passengers from one of the islands, 
not one of whom could speak any other language than 
Greek. My knowledge of that language was confined 
to a few rolling hexameters, which had stuck by me in 
some unaccountable way as a sort of memento of col- 
lege days. These, however, were of no particular use, 
and, consequently, I was pretty much tongue-tied during 
the whole voyage. I amused myself by making my ob- 
servations quietly upon my companions, as they did 
more openly upon me, for I frequently heard the word 
'^Americanos" pass among them. I had before had 
occasion to see something of Greek sailors, and to ad- 
mire their skill and general good conduct, and I \^as 
fortified in my previous opinion by what I saw of my 
present companions. Their temperance in eating and 
drinking is very remarkable, and all my comparisons 
between them and European sailors were very much in 
their favour. Indeedi I could not help thinking, as they 
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sat collectively, Turkish fashion, around their frugal meal 
of bread, caviari, and black olives, that I had never seen 
finer men. Their features were regular, in that style 
virhich we to this day recognise as Grecian ; their fig- 
ures good, and their faces wore an air of marked char- 
acter and intelligence ; and these advantages of person 
were set off by the island costume, the fez or red cloth 
cap, with a long black tassel at the top, ^ tight vest and 
jacket, embroidered and without collars,'' large Turkish 
trousers coming down a little below the knee, legs bare, 
sharp-pointed slippers, and a sash around the waist, tied 
under the left side, with long ends hanging down, and a 
knife sticking out about six inches. There was some- 
thing bold and daring in their appearance ; indeed, I may 
say, rakish and piratical ; and I could easily imagine 
that, if the Mediterranean should again become infested » 
with pirates, my friends would cut no contemptible fig- 
ure among them. But I must not detain you as long 
on the voyage as I was myself. The sea was calm ; 
we had hardly any wind ; our men were at the oars 
nearly all the time, and, passing slowly by i£gina. Cape 
Sunium, with its magnificent ruins mournfully overlook- 
ing the sea, better known in modern times as Colonna's 
Height and the scene of Falconer's shipwreck, passing 
also the island of Zea, the ancient Chios, Thermia, and 
other islands of lesser note, in the afternoon of the third 
day we arrived at Syra. 

With regard to Syra I shall say but little ; I am as 
loath to linger about it now as I was to stay there then. 
The fact is, I cannot think of the place with any degree 
of satisfaction. The evening of my arrival I heard, 
through a Greek merchant to whom I had a letter from 
a friend in Athens, of a brig to sail the next day for ' 
Smyrna; and I lay down on a miserable bed in a xm^ 
M2 
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erable locanda, in the confident expectation of resuming 
my journey in the morning. Before morning, however, 
I was roused by '* blustering Boreas" rushing through 
the broken casement of my window ; and for more than 
a week all the winds ever celebrated in the poetical his- 
tory of Greece were let loose upon the island* We were 
completely cutoff from all communication with the rest 
of the world. Not a vessel could leave the port, while 
vessel after vessel put in there for shelter. I do not mean 
to go into any details ; indeed, for my own credit's sake 
I dare not ; for if I were to draw a true picture of things 
as I found them ; if I were to write home the truth, I 
should be considered as utterly destitute of taste and 
sentiment ; I should be looked upon as a most unpoet- 
ical dog, who ought to have been at home poring over 
the revised statutes instead of breathing the pure air of 
poetry and song. And now, if I were writing what might 
by chance come under the eyes of a sentimental young 
lady or a young gentleman in his teens, the truth 
would be the last thing I would think of telling. No, 
though my teeth chatter, though a cold sweat comes 
over me when I think of it, I would go through the 
usual rhapsody, and huzzah for ^' the land of the East 
and the clime of the sun." Indeed, I have a scrap in 
my portfolio, written with my cloak and greatcoat on, 
and my feet over a brazier, beginning in that way. 
But to you, my dear , who know my touching sen- 
sibilities, and who, moreover, have a tender regard 
for my character and will not publish me, I would as 
soon tell the truth as not. And I therefore do not hesi- 
tate to say, but do not whisper it elsewhere, that in one 
of the beautiful islands of the iEgean ; in the heart of 
the Cyclades, in the sight of Delos, and Paros^ and 
AntiparoSy any one of which is enough to throw one 
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vrfao has never seen them into raptures tvith their fiin- 
cied beauties, here, in this paradise of a young man's 
dreams, in the middle of April, I would have hailed 
** chill November's surly Mast" as a zephyr ; I would 
have exchanged all the beauties of this balmy clime for 
thtt sunny side of Kamschatka; I would have given 
my room and the whole Island of Syra for a third-rate 
lodging in Communipaw. It was utterly impossible to 
walk out, and equally impossible to stay in my room ; 
the house, to suit that delightful climate, being built 
without windows or window-shutters. If I could for- 
get the island, I could remember with pleasure the so- 
ciety I met there. I passed my mornings in the library 
of Mr. R., one of our worthy American missionaries ; 
and my evenings at the house of Mr. W., the British 
consul. This gentleman martied a Greek lady of 
Smyrna, and had three beautiful daughters, more than 
half Greeks in their habits and feelings ; one of them 
is married to an EngUsh baronet, another to a Greek 
merchant of Syra, and the third — 

On the ninth day the wind fell, the sun once more 
shone brightly, and in the evening I embarked on board 
a rickety brig for Smyrna. At about six o'clock P.M. 
thirty or forty vessels were quietly crawling out of the 
harbour like rats after a storm. It was almost a calm 
when we started : in about two hours we had a favourar 
ble breeze ; we turned in, going at the rate of eight 
miles an hour, and rose with a strong wind dead ahead. 
We beat about all that day ; the wind increased to a 
gale, and toward evening we took shelter in the harbour 
of Scio. 

The history of this beautiful little island forms one 
of the bloodiest pages in the history of the world, and 
one glance told that dreadful history. Once the most 
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beautiful island of the Archipelago, it is now a mass of 
ruins. Its fields, which once " budded and blossomed 
as the rose," have become waste places ; its villages are 
deserted, its towns are in rnins, its inhabitants murder- 
ed, in captivity, and in exile. Before the Greek revolu- 
tion the Greeks of Scio were engaged in extensive 
commerce, and ranked among the largest merchants in 
the Levant. Though living under hard taskmasters, 
subject to the exactions of a rapacious pacha, their in- 
dustry and enterprise, and the extraordinary fertility of 
their island, enabled them to pay a heavy tribute to the 
Turks and to become rich themselves. For many 
years they had enjoyed the advantages of a college, with 
professors of high literary and scientific attainments, 
and their library was celebrated throughout all that 
country; it was, perjraps, the only spot in Greece 
where taste and learning still held a seat. But the isl 
and was far more famed for its extraordinary natural 
beauty and fertility. Its bold mountains and its soft 
valleys, the mildness of its climate and the richness of 
its productions, bound the Greeks to its soil by a tie 
even stronger than the chain of their Turkish masters 
In the early part of the revolution the Sciotes took no 
part with their countrymen in their glorious struggle 
for Uberty. Forty of their principal citizens were given 
up as hostages, and they were suffered to remain in 
peace. Wrapped in the rich beauties of their island, 
they forgot the freedom of their fathers and their own 
chains ; and, under the precarious tenure of a tyrant's 
will, gave themselves up to the full enjoyment of all 
that wealth and taste could purchase. We must not 
be too hard upon human nature ; the cause seemed des- 
perate ; they had a little paradise at stake ; and if there 
is a spot on earth, the risk of losing which could ez« 
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case men in forgetting that they were slaves in a land 
vrhere their fathers were free, it is the Island of Scio, 
But the sword hung suspended over them by a single 
hair. In an unexpected hour, without the least note of 
preparation, they were startled by the thunder of the 
Turkish cannon ; fifty thousand Turks were let loose 
like bloodhounds upon the devoted island. The af- 
frighted Greeks lay unarmed and helpless at their feet, 
but they lay at the feet of men who did not know mer- 
cy even by name ; at the feet of men who hungered 
and thirsted after blood ; of men, in comparison with 
whom wild beasts are as lambs. The wildest beast of 
the forest may become gorged with blood ; not so with 
the Turks at Scio. Their appetite " grew with what it 
fed on," and still longed for blood when there was not a 
victim left to bleed. Women were ripped open, chil- 
dren dashed against the walls, the heads of whole fami- 
lies stuck on pikes out of the windows of their houses, 
while their murderers gave themselves up to riot and 
plunder within. The forty hostages were hung in a 
row from the walls of the castle ; an indiscriminate and 
universal burning and massacre took place ; in a few 
days the ground was cumbered with the dead, and one 
of the loveliest spots on earth was a pile of smoking 
ruins. Out of a population of one hundred and ten 
thousand, sixty thousand are supposed to have been 
murdered, twenty thousand to have escaped, and thirty 
thousand to have been sold into slavery. Boys and 
young girls were sold publicly in the streets of Smyr- 
na and Constantinople at a dollar a head. And all this 
did not arise from any irritated state of feeling toward 
them. It originated in the coldblooded, calculating 
policy of the sultan, conceived in the same spirit which 
drenched the streets of Constantinople witli the blood 
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of the Janisaries ; it was intended to strike terror into 
the hearts of the Greeks, but the murderer failed in his 
aim. The groans of the hapless Sciotes reached the 
ears of their countrymen, and gave a headlong and ir- 
resistible impulse to the spirit then struggling to be 
free. And this bloody tragedy was performed in our 
own days, and in the face of the civilized world. 
Surely if ever Heaven visite in judgment a nation for a 
nation's crimes, the burning and massacre at' Scio will 
be deeply visited upon the accursed Turks. 

It was late in the afternoon when I landed, and my 
landing was under peculiarly interesting circumstances 
One of my fellow-passengers was a native of the isl 
and, who had escaped during the massacre, and now 
revisited it for the iSrst time. He asked me to accom- 
pany him ashore, promising to find some friends at 
whose house we might sleep ; but he soon found him- 
self a stranger in his native island : where he had once 
known everybody, he now knew nobody. The town 
was a complete mass of ruins ; the walls of many fine 
buildings were still standing, crumbling to pieces, and 
still black with the fire of the incendiary Turks. The 
town that had grown up upon the ruins consisted of a 
row of miserable shantees, occupied as shops for the 
sale of the mere necessaries of life, where the shopman 
slept on his window-shutter in front. All my com- 
panion's efibrts to find an acquaintance who would give 
us a night's lodging were fruitless. We were deter- 
mined not to go on board the vessel, if possible to avoid 
it ; her last cargo had been oil, the odour of which still 
remained about her. The weather would not permit 
us to sleep on deck, and the cabin was intolerably disa- 
greeable. To add to our unpleasant position, and, at 
the same time, to heighten the cheerlessness of the ^cene 
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around us, the rain began to fall violently. Under the 
guidance of a Greek we searched among the ruins for 
an apartment where we might build a fire and shelter 
ourselves for the night, but we searched in vain ; the 
work of destruction was too complete. 

Cold, and thoroughly drenched with rain, we were 
retracing our way to our boat, when our guide told my 
companion that a Greek archbishop had lately taken up 
his abode among the ruins. We immediately went 
there, and found him occupying apartments, partially 
repaired, in what had once been one of the finest houses 
in Scio. The entrance through a large stone gateway 
was imposing ; the house was cracked from top to bot- 
tom by fire, nearly one half had fallen down, and the 
stones lay scattered as they fell ; but enough remained 
to show that in its better days it had been almost a pal- 
ace. We ascended a flight of stone steps to a terrace, 
from which we entered into a large hall perhaps thirty 
feet wide and fifty feet long. On one side of this hall 
the wall had fallen down the whole length, and we 
looked out upon the mass of ruins beneath. On the 
other side, in a small room in one comer, we found 
the archbishop. He was sick, and in bed with all his 
clothes on, according to the universal custom here, but 
received us kindly. The furniture consisted of an iron 
bedstead with a mattress, on which he lay with a quilt 
spread over him, a wooden sofa, three wooden chairs, 
about twenty books, and two large leather cases con- 
tainiilg clothes, napkins, and, probably, all his worldly 
goods. The rain came through the ceiling in several 
places ; the bed of the poor archbishop had evidently 
been moved from time to time to avoid it, and I was 
obliged to change my position twice. An air of cheer- 
less poverty reigned through the apartment. I could 
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not help comparing his lot with that of moie faToured 
and, perhaps, not more worthy servants of the church. 
It was a style so different from that of the priests at 
Rome, the pope and his cardinals, with their gaudy 
equipages and multitudes of footmen rattling to the Vat- 
ican ; or from the pomp and state of the haughty English 
prelates, or even from the comforts of our own mission- 
aries in different parts of this country, that I could not 
help feeling deeply for the poor priest before me. But 
he seemed contented and cheerful, and even thankful 
that, for the moment, there were others worse off than 
himself, and that he had it in his power to befriend them. 
Sweetmeats, coffee, and pipes were served ; and in 
about an hour we were conducted to supper in a large 
room, also opening from the hall. Our supper would 
not have tempted an epicure, but suited very well an 
appetite whetted by exercise and travel. It consisted 
of a huge lump of bread and a large glass of water for 
each of us, caviari, black olives, and two kinds of Turk- 
ish sweetmeats. We were waited upon by two priests : 
one of them, a handsome young man, not more than 
twenty, with long black hair hanging over his shoulders 
like a girl's, stood by with a napkin on his arm and a 
pewter vessel, with which he poured water on our 
hands, receiving it again in a basin. This was done 
both before and after eating; then came coffee and 
pipes. During the evening the young priest brought 
out an edition of Homer, and I surprised him^ and as- 
tounded myself y by being able to translate a passage in ' 
the Uiad. I translated it in French, and my companion 
explained it in modem Greek to the young priest. Our 
beds were cushions laid on a raised platforn^ or divan 
extending around the walls, with a quilt lor each of us. 
In the morning, after sweetmeats, coffet, and pipes, we 
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paid our xeap^cto to the good old aidd>iahop, and Uxk 
our leare. When we got out of doore, finding that the 
wind was ihe same, and that there was no possilnlity 
of sailing, my friend proposed n lide into the country. 
We procured a couple of mules, took a small basket of 
provisions for a collation, and etarted. 

Our road lay directly along the shore ; on one side 
the sea, and on the other the ruins of houses and gar* 
dens, almost washed by the waves. At about three 
miles^ distance we crossed a little stream, by the side 
of which we saw a sarcophagus, lately disinterred, con- 
taining the usual vases of a Grecian tomb, including 
the piece of m<Hiey to pay Charon his ferriage over the 
river Styx, and six pounds of dust ; being all that re- 
mained of a man — ^peihaps one who had filled a laige 
space in the wodd ; perhaps a hero — ^buried probably 
more than two thousand years ago. After a ride 
of about five miles we came to the ruins of a large vil- 
lage, the style of which would anywhere have fixed the 
attention, as having been once a favoured abode of 
wealth and taste. The houses were of brown stone, 
built together, strictly in the Venetian style, after the 
models left during the occupation of the island by the 
Venetians, large and elegant, with gardens qt three or 
-four acres, enclosed by high walls of the same kind oi 
stone, and altogether in a style far superior to anything 
I had seen in Greece. These were the country-houses 
and gardens of the rich merchants of Scio. The manner 
of living among the proprietors here was somewhat pe- 
culiar, and the ties that bound them to this little village 
were peculiarly strong. This was the family home ; 
the 'Community was essentially mercantile, and most 
of thei]( business transactions were carried on elsewhere. 
When there w^re three oriour bro^rs in a &mily, one 
Vol. I.— N 
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would be in Constantinople a couple of years, »iother 
at Trieste, and so on, while another remained at home ; 
so that those who were away, while tmling amid the 
perplexities of business, were always looking to the oc- 
casional family reunion ; and all trusted to spend the 
evening of their days among the beautiful gardens of 
Scio. What a scene for the heart to turn to now ! The 
houses and gardens were still there, some standing al- 
most entire, others black with smoke and crumbling to 
ruins. But where were they who once occupied them ? 
Where were they who should now be coming out to 
rejoice in the return of a friend and to welcome a 
stranger ? An awful solitude, a stillness that struck a 
cdd upon the heart, reigned around us. We saw no- 
body; and our own Toices, and the tramping of our 
horses upon the deserted payements, sounded hollow 
and sepulchral in our ears. It was like walking among 
the ruins of Pompeii ; it was another city of the dead ; 
but there was a freshness about the desolation that 
seemed of to-day ; it seemed as though the inhabitants 
should be sleeping and not dead. Indeed, the high 
walls of the gardens, and the outside of the houses too, 
were generally so fresh and in so perfect a state, that it 
seemed like riding through a handsome village at an 
early hour before the inhabitants had risen ; and I somC" 
times could not help thinking that in an hour or two 
the streets would be thronged with a busy population. 
My friend continued to conduct me through die solitary 
streets ; telling me, as we went along, that this was the 
house of such a family, this of such a family, with some 
of whose members I had become acquainted in Greece, 
until, stopping before a large stone gateway, he dis- 
mounted at the gate of his father's house. In that house 
he was bom; there he had spent his. youth; he had 
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encaped from it during the dreadful massacre, and this 
"was the first time of his revisiting it. What a tide of 
recollections must have rushed upon him ! 

We entered through the large stone gateway into 
a courtyard beautifully payed in mosaic in the form 
of a star, with small black and white round stones 
On our left was a large stone resenroir, perhaps twen 
l^-five feet square, still so perfect as to hold water, 
iprith an arbour over it supported by marble columns ; 
a yenerable grapevine completely covered the arbour. 
The garden covered an extent of about four acres, fill- 
ed with orange, lemon, almond, and fig trees ; overrun, 
-with weeds, roses, and flowers, growing together in. wild 
confusion. On the right was the house, and a melan- 
choly spectacle it was; the wall had fallen down on 
one side, and the whole was black with smoke. We 
ascended a flight of stone steps, with marble balustrades, 
to the terrace, a platform about twenty feet square, over- 
looking the garden. From the terrace we entered the 
saloon, a large room with high ceilings and fresco paint- 
ings on the walls ; the marks of the fire kindled on the 
stone floor still visible, all the woodwork burned to a 
cinder, and the whole black vrith smoke. It was a 
perfect picture of wanton destruction. The day, too, 
was in conformity with the scene; the sun was ob- 
scured, the wind blew through the ruined building, it 
rained, was cold and cheerless. What were the feel- 
ings of my friend I cannot imagine ; the houses of three 
of his uncles were immediately adjoining ; one of these 
uncles was one of the forty hostages, and was hanged ; 
the other two were murdered ; his father, a venerable- 
looking old man, who came down to the vessel when 
we started to see him off*, had escaped to the mountains^ 
from thence in a caique to Ipsara, and from thence into 
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Italy. I repeat it, I culnot imagiiie what were his feel- 
ings; he spoke but little; they must havB been toa 
deep for utterance. I looked at ererything with intense 
interest ; I wanted to ask question' after question, but 
could not, in mercy, probe his bleecBng wounds. We 
left the hotise and walked out into the garden. It 
showed that there wa« no mastoids eye to watdh over 
it ; I plucked an orange which had lost its flavour ; the 
tree was withering from want of care ; our feet became 
entangled among weeds, and roses, and rare hothouse 
plants growing wildly together. I said that he dM not 
talk much ; but the little he did say amounted to toI- 
umes. Passing a large rase in which a beautifoi plant 
was running wildly over the sides, he murmured indis- 
tinctly " the same vase" (le nfteme vatse), and once he 
stopped opposite a tree, and, turning to me, said, ^' Tins 
is the only tree I do not remember.'' These aild other 
little incidental remarks showed how deeply all the par- 
ticulars were engraved' upon hi« mind, said told nie, 
plainer than woids, that the wreck and ruin he saw 
around him harrowed his v^ soul. Indeed, how could 
it be otherwise ? This was hifl( father's house, the home 
of his youth, the scene of hiis earliest, dearest, and 
fondest recollections. Busy memory, that source (rf* all 
our greatest pains as well as^ greatest pleasures, must 
have pressed sorely upon him, nmst have painted the 
ruined and desolate scene around him in cdours even 
brighter, far brighter, than they ever existed in ; it noust 
have called up the faces of welUknown and ^elUloved 
friends ; indeed, he must have asked himself, in bitter- 
ness and in anguish of spirit, '' The friends of my youth ! 
where are they ?" While &e fatal answer fell upon hie 
heart, '^ Gone, murdered^ in captivity and in eftile.'* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

A Noble Grecian Lady.— Beauty of Scio.— An OriginaL— Foggi.— A Turk- 
ish Coffee-house.— Mussulman at Prayers.— Easter Sunday.— A Greek 
Priest— A Tartar Guide.— Turkish Ladies.— Camel Scene8.^8igfat of a 
Haiem.— Disappointed Hopes.— A rare Concert.— AiriTal at Smynia. 

{Cimiinuatum of tJu Letter,) 

Wb returned to the house, and seeking out a room 
less ruined than the rest, partook of a slight collatioi^ 
and set out on a visit to a relative of my Sciote friend. 

On our way my companion pointed out a convent on 
the side of a hill, where six thousand Greeks, who had 
been prevailed upon to come down from the mountains 
to ransom themselves, were treacherously murdered to 
a man; their unburied bones still whiten the ground 
within the walls of the convent. Arriving at the house 
of his relative, we entered through a large gateway into 
a handsome courtyard, with reservoir, garden, &c^ ru- 
ifious, though in better condition than those we had 
seen before. This relative was a widow, of the noble 
house of Mavrocordato, one of the first families in 
Greece, and perhaps the most distinguished name in 
the Greek revolution. She had availed herself of the 
sultanas amnesty to return ; bad repaired two or three 
looms, and sat. down to end her days among the scenes 
of her childhood, among the ruins of her father's bouse. 
She was now not more than thirty ; her countenance 
was remarkably pensive, and she had seen enough to 
drive a smile tot ever from her face. The meeting be- 
tween her and my friend wfts exceedingly affecting, par* 
ticularly ea her part. She wept bitterly, though, with 
the elasticity peculiar to the Greek character, the smil^ 
N2 
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soon chased away the tear. She inyited ns to spend 
the night there, pointing to the divan, and promising us 
cushions and coverlets^ We accepted her invitation, 
and again set forth to ramble among the ruins. 

I had heard that an American ttissionary had lately 
come into the island, and was living somewhere in the 
neighbourhood. I found out his abode, and went to see 
him. He was a young man from Virginia, by the name 
of **** ; had married a lady from Conhecticut, who was 
unfortunately sick in bed. H^ ^a» fit kig m one room in 
the comer of a ruined bmldiig, blit was then engaged 
in repairing a hoase into which he ejected to temcfte 
soon. As an American^ Ae fi¥st whoHV they had seen 
in that distant islaikl, they invited me into the siefcroom. 
In a strange land, and amcmg a peo|>le whose kngimge 
they did not understand, they seemed to be all in all to 
each other ; and I left them, probably for ever, in the 
earnest hope that the wife might soon be restored to 
health, that hand in hand they might sustain each other 
in tha rough path before them. 

Toward evening we returned to the house of my 
friemPs relative. We found there a nephew, a young 
man about, twenty-two, and a cousin, a man about thirty* 
five, both accidentally oik a visit to the island. As I 
looked at the little party before me, sitting around a 
brazier of charcoal, and talking earnestly in Greek, I 
could hardly persuade myself that what I had seen and 
heard that day was real. AU that I had ever read in 
history of the ferocity of the Turkish character ; all the 
wild stories of corsairs, of murdering, capturing, and 
carrying into captivity, that I had ever read in nmiances, 
crowded upon me, and J saw living witnesses that the 
bloodiest records of history and the wildest creations of 
romance wfre not overcharged. They could all testify 
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ill tikeir 6wit pmtott^ &at tkese thmg« were true. They 
had all been stripped of their property, and had their 
hoMes burned over their heads ; had all narrowly es- 
caped being murdered; and had all suffered in their 
nearest and dearest connexions. The nephew, then a 
boy nifie years old, had been saved by a maidservant ; 
his father had been murdered ; a brother, a sister, and 
many of his cousins, were at that moment, and had been 
for years, in slavery among the Turks ; my friend, with 
his sister, had found refuge in the house of the Austrian 
consul, and from thence had escaped into Italy; the 
cousm wan the son of one of the fotty hostages whowere 
hung, and was the only member of his father's family 
that escaped death ; while our pensive and amiable host- 
ess, a bride of seventeen, had seen her-young husband 
murdered before her eyes ; had herself been sold into^ 
slavery, and, after two years' servitude, redeemed by her 
friends. 

In the morning I rose early and walked out upon the 
terrace. Nature had put on a different garb. The wind 
had fallen, and the sim was shining warmly upon a scene 
of softness and luxuriance surpassing all that I had ever 
heard or dreamed of the beauty of the islands of Greece. 
Away with all that I said about Syra ; skip the page. 
The terrace overlooked the garden filled with orange, 
lemon, almond, and fig trees ; with plants, roses, and 
flowers of every description, growing in luxuriant wild- 
ness. But the view was not confined to the garden. 
Looking back to the harbour of Scio, was a bold range 
of rugged moimtains bounding the view on that side ; 
on the right was the sea, then calm as a lake ; on both 
the other sides were ranges of mountains, irregular and 
picturesque in tlieir appearance, verdant and blooming 
to their very summits ; md within these linats, for an 
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extent of perhaps fire milesb: were continued gardens 
like that at my feet^ filled with the choicest fruit-trees, 
with roses, and the greatest variety of rare plants and 
flowers that ever unfolded their beauties before the eyes 
of man ; above all, the orange-trees, the peculiar favour- 
ite of the island, thea almoi|t in lull bloom, covered with 
blossoms, from mf elevated position on the terrace made 
the whole valley appeajL an iipmense bed of flowers. 
AMy too, felt the freshening influence of the rain ; and a 
gentle breeze brought to me from this wilderness of 
sweets the most delicious perfome that ever greeted the 
senses. Do not think me extnivagant when I say that, 
in your wildest dreams, yon couM never fancy so rich 
and beautiful a scene. Even among ruins, that almost 
made the heart break, I could hardly tear my eyes from 
it. It is one of the loveliest spots on earth.; It is em- 
phatically a Paradise lost, for the hand of the Turks is 
upon it ; a hand that withers all that it touches. In 
vain does the sultan invite the survivers, and the chil- 
dren made orphans by his bloody massacre, to return ; 
in vain do the fruits and the flowers, the sun and the 
soil, invite them to return ; their wounds are still bleed- 
ing; they cannot forget that the wild beast's paw might 
again be upon them, and that their own blood might one 
day moisten the flowers which grow over the graves of 
their fathers. But I must leave this place. I could 
hardly tear myself away then, and I love to linger about 
it now. While I was enjoying the luxury of the ter- 
race a messenger came from the captain to call us on 
board. With a feeling of the deepest interest I bade 
farewell, probably for ever, to my sorrowing hostess and 
to the beautiful gardens of Scio. 

We mounted 0ir mules, and in an hour were at the 
port. My feelings were so M(rought upon Jdiat I felt 
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my blobd boil at die first Tork I met in the stylets. 
I felt that I should like to sacrifice him to the shades of 
the murdered Greeks. I wondered that the Greeks 
did not kill every one on ttie 'island. I wondered that 
they could endure the sight of th6 turban. We found 
that the captain had hiimed us away unnecessarily. 
We could not get out of the harbour, and were obliged 
to lounge about the towtt' alif day. We again made a 
circuit among the ruins; examined particularly those- 
©rthe library, where we found an oM woman who had 
once been an attendant tltere, living in a little room in 
the cellar, completely buried uniS&r tlie stones of the 
fallen building; and rtturmng, sat down with a chi- 
bouk before the door of an old Turkish coffee-house 
fronting the harbour. Here I met an, original in the 
person of the Dutch consul. He was an old Italian, 
a(nd had been in America during the revolutionary war 
as dragomariy as he called it, to the Count de Grasse, 
though, frpm his afterward inciclentally speaking of the 
count as ''my master," I am inclined to think that the 
i^ord dragoman, which here means a person of great 
chai^cter and trust, may be interpreted as " valet de 
chambre." The old consul was in Scio during the 
whole of die massacre, and gave me many interesting 
particulars respecting it. He hates the Greeks, and 
spoke with great indignation about the manner in 
which their dead bodies lay strewed about the streets 
for months after the massacre. " D^— n them," he said, 
''he could not go anywhere without stumbling over 
them." As I began to have some apprehensions about 
being obliged to stay here another night, I thought I 
could not employ my time better than in trying to work* 
out of the consul an invitation to sp^nd it with himi- 
But the oU fellow was too much for me. When I h6^ 
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gan to talk about the unpleasantness of being obliged 
to spend tl^ night on board, and the impossibility of 
spending it on shore, having no acquaintance there, he 
began t« talk poverty in the most up and down terms 
I was a little discouraged, but I looked at his military 
coat, his cocked hat and cane,. and considering his talk 
merely a sort of apology for the inferior style of house- 
keeping I would find, was ingeniously working things 
to a point, when he sent me to the right about by enu- 
merating the little instances of kindness he had re- 
ceiyed from strangers who happened to visit the island ; 
among others, from ope^—he had his name in his pock- 
etbook ; he should never fprget him ; perhaps I had 
heard of him — who, at parting, shook him affectionately 
by the hand, and gave him a doubloon and a Spanish 
dollar. I hauled off from the representative of the ma- 
jesty of Holland^ and perhaps, before this, have been 
served up to some new visiter as the ''mean, stingy 
American." 

In the evening we again got under weigh ; before 
morning the wind was again blowing dead ahead ; and 
about midday we put into the harbour of Foggi, a port 
in Asia Minor, and came to anchor under the walls of 
the castle, under the blood-red Mussulman flag. We 
immediately got into the boat to go ashore. This was 
my first port in Turkey. A huge ugly African, marked 
with the smallpox, with two pistols and a yataghan in his 
belt, stood on a little dock, waited till we were in the act 
of landing, and then rushed forward, ferocious as a tiger 
from his native sands, throwing up both his hands, and 
roaring out "Quarantine." This was a new thing in Tur- 
key. Heretofore the Turks, with their fatalist notions, 
had never taken any precautions against the plague ; but 
they had become frightened by the terrible ravages the 



d by Google 



k TURKISH C0VFEB-H01T8E. 155 

disease was then making in Egypt, and imposed a quar- 
antine upon vessels coming from thence. We were, 
however, suffered to land, and our first movement was 
to the coffee-house directly in front of the dock* The 
coffee-house was a low wooden building, covering con- 
siderable ground, with a large piazza, or, rather, project- 
ing roof all around it. Inside and out there was a 
raised platform against the wall. This platform was 
one step from the floor, and on this step every one left 
his shoes before taking his seat on the matting. There 
were, perhaps, fifty Turks inside and out; sitting 
crosslegged, smoking the chibouk, and drinking coffee 
out of cups not larger than the shell of a Madeira-nut. 

We kicked our shoes off on the steps, seated our- 
selves on a mat outside, and took our chibouk and cof- 
fee with an air of savoir faire that would not have dis- 
graced the worthiest Moslem of them all. Verily, said 
I, as I looked at the dozing, smoking, coffee-sipping 
congregation around me, there are some good points 
about the Turks, after all. They never think — that 
hurts digestion ; and they love chibouks and coffee — 
that shows taste and feeling. I fell into their humour, 
and for a while exchanged nods with my neighbours 
all around. Suddenly the bitterness of thought came 
upon me ; I found that my pipe was exhausted. I re- 
plenished it, and took a sip of coffee. Verily, said I, 
there are few better things in this world than chibouks 
and coffee ; they even make men forget there is blood 
upon their hands. The thought started me ; I shrank 
from contact with my neighbours, cut my way through 
the volumes of smoke, and got out into the open air. 

My companion joined me. We entered the walls 
and made a circuit of the town. It was a dirty little 
place, having one principal street lined with shops or 
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•bazars ; every third shep, almoet, being « Cfiftbna, where 
a parcel of huge turbaned fellows were at their daily 
labours cf smoking pipes apd drinking coffee. Th^ 
£rst thing I remarked as being strikingly different from 
« European city was the total abseqce of women. The 
streets were thronged with men^ and not a woman was 
Ho be seen, except occasionally I cax^t a glimpse of a 
white veil or a pair of black eyes sparkling through the 
latticed bars of a window. Afterward, however, iu 
walking outside the walls into the coajm^, we met a 
large party of women. Whe^ we ficst saw them they 
had their faces uncovered ; but, pis soon as tixty saw us 
jcoming toward them, they stopped and arranged their 
long white shawls, winding them around their faces so 
as to leave barely space enough uncovered to allow them 
to see and breadie, but so that it was utterly impossi- 
ble for us to distinguish a single one of th^ir features. 
Going on in the direction from which they came, 
and attracted by the mourning cypress, we came to a 
large burying-ground. It is situated on the side of a 
hill almost washed by the waves, and shaded by a 
thick grove of the funereal tree. There is, indeed, 
something peculiarly touching in the appearance of this 
tree ; it seems to be endowed with feelings, and to mourn 
over the dead it shades. The monument? were gen- 
erally a single upright slab of marble, with a turban on 
the top. There were many, too, in fonn like one of 
our oblong tombstones ; and, instead of a slab of mar- 
ble over the top, the interior was filled with earth, and 
the surface overrun with roses, evergreens, and flowers. 
The burying-grounds in the East are always favourite 
places for walking in ; and it is a favourite occupation 
of the Turkish women to watch and water the flowers 
growing over the graves pf their friends. 
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Toma«t9^0niiig we returned to the harboiu. I with- 
drew ffoa my companion, and, leaning against one of the 
gate« of the cily, fixed my eyes upon the door of a mina- 
let, watching till the muezzin should appear, and, for the 
last time before the setting of the sun, call all good Mus* 
sulmans to prayer. The door opens toward Mecca, and 
a little before dark the muezzin came out, and, leaning 
over the railing with his face toward the tomb of the 
Prophet, in a voice, ev^ry tone of whieh fell distinctly 
apon my ear, noade that solemn call which, from the 
Ume of Mohammed, has been addressed five times a day 
from the tops of the minarets to the sons of the faithful. 
** Allah ! Allah ! God is God, and Mohammed is his 
prophet To prayer! to prayer!" Immediately an old 
Turk by my side fell upon his knees, with his« face to 
die tomb of the Prophet ; ten times, in quick succession, 
he bowed his forehead till it touched the earth ; then 
clasped his hands and prayed. I never saw more rapt 
derotion than in this pious old Mussulman. I have often 
marked in Italy the severe observance of religious cere- 
monies ; I have seen, for instance, at Rome, fifty pen- 
itents at a time mounting on their knees, and kissing, 
as they mounted, the steps of the Scala Santa, or holy 
staircase, by which, as the priests tell them, our Sav- 
iour ascended into the presence of Pontius Pilate. I 
have seen the Greek prostrate himself before a picture 
until he was physically exhausted ; and I have seen the 
humble and pious Christian at his prayers, beneath the 
si«i|de fanes and before the peaceful altars of my own 
land ; but I never saw that perfect abandonment with 
which a Turk gives himself up to his God in prayer. 
He is perfectly abstracted from the things of this world ; 
he does not regard time or place ; in his closet or in 
the flireet, alene or in a crowd, he sees nothing, he hears 
Vol. L— O 
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nothing; the world is a blank; his God is everything. 
He is lost in the intensity of his devotion. It is a spec« 
tacle almost sublime, and for the moment you forget 
the polluted fountain of his religion, and the thousand 
crimes it sanctions, in your admiration of his sincerity 
and faith. 

Not being able to find any place where we could sleep 
ashore, except on one of the mats of the coffee-house, 
head and heels with a dozen Tiu-ks, we went on board, 
and toward morning again got under weigh. We beat 
up to the mouth of the Gulf of Smyrna, but, with the si- 
rocco blowing directly in our teeth, it was impossible to 
go farther. We made two or three attempts to enter, but 
in tacking the last time our old brig, which had hardly 
ballast enough to keep her keel under water, received 
such a rough shaking that we got her away before the 
wind, and at three o'clock P.M. were again anchored 
in the harbour of Foggi. I now began to think that 
there was a spell upon my movements, and that Smyr- 
na, which was becoming to me a sort of land of prom- 
ise, would never greet my longing eyes. 

I was somewhat comforted, however, by remembering 
that I had never yet reached any port in the Mediter- 
ranean for which I had sailed, without touching at one 
or two intermediate ports ; and that, so far, I had always 
worked right at last. I was still farther comforted by 
our having the good fortune to be able to procure lodg- 
ing ashore, at the house of a Greek, the son of a priest. 
It was the Saturday before Easter Sunday, and the res- 
urrection of OUT Saviour was to be celebrated at mid- 
night, or, rather, the beginning of the next day, accord- 
ing to the rites and ceremonies of the Greek church. 
It was also the last of the forty days' fasting, and the 
next day commenced feasting. Supper was prepared 
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for us, at which meat was put on the table for me only ; 
my Greek friend being supposed not to eat meat during 
the days of fasting. He had been, however, two years 
out of Greece ; and though he did not like to offend the 
prejudices of his countrymen, he did not like fasting. I 
felt for my fellow-traveller ; and, cutting up some meat 
in small parcels, kept my eye upon the door while he 
whipped them into his mouth. After supper we lay 
down upon the divan, with large quilts over us, my friend 
having promised to rise at twelve o'clock and accom- 
pany me to the Greek church. 

. At midnight we were roused by the chant of the 
Greeks in the streets, on their way to the church. We 
turned out, and fell into a procession of five hundred 
people, making the streets as light as day with their 
torches. At the door of the church we found our host, 
sitting at a table with a parcel of wax tapers on one 
side and a box to receive money on the other. We each 
bought a taper and went in. After remaining there at 
least two hours, listening to a monotonous and unintel- 
ligible routine of prayers and chants, the priests came 
out of the holy doors, bearing aloft an image of our Sav- 
iour on the cross, ornamented with gold leaf, tassels, 
and festoons of artificial flowers ; passed through the 
church, and out of the opposite door. The Greeks light- 
ed their tapers and formed into a procession behind 
them, and we did the same. Immediately outside the 
door, up the staircase, and on each side of the corridor, 
allowing merely room enough for the procession to pass, 
were arranged the women, dressed in white, with long 
white veils, thrown back from their faces however, laid 
smooth over the tops of their heads, and hanging down 
to their feet. Nearly every woman, old or young, had 
a child in her arms. In fact, there seemed to be as 
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great a mustering of children as of men sad womeot 
and, for aught that I could see, as mUch to the edifi'^ 
cation of the former as the latter. A continued chant 
was kept up during the movements of the processitMi, 
and perhaps for half an hour after the arrival of the 
priests at the courtyard, when it rose to a tremendous 
burst. The torches were waved in the air ; a wild, un 
meaning, and discordant scream or yell rang through 
the hollow cloisters, and half- a dozen pistols, two or 
three muskets, and twenty or thirty crackers were fired. 
This was intended as a feu-de-joie, and was supposed to 
mark the precise moment of our Saviour's resurrection. 
In a few moments the phrensy seemed to pass away; 
the noise fell from a wild clamour to a riow chant, and 
the procession returned to the church. The scene was 
striking, particularly the part outside the church ; the 
dead of night ; the waving of torches ; the women with 
their long white dresses, and the childr^ in their arms, 
&c. ; but, from beginning to end, there was nothing sd«> 
emn in it. 

Returned to the church, a priest came round with a 
picture of the Saviour risen ; and, as far as I could 
make it out, holding in his hand the Greek flag, fol- 
lowed by another priest with a plate to receive contri- 
butions: He held out the picture to be kissed, then 
turned his hand to receive the same act of devotion, 
keeping his eye all the time upon the plate which fol- 
lowed to receive the offerings of the pious, as a sort of 
payment for the privilege of the kiss. His manner 
reminded me of the Dutch parson, who^ immediately 
after pronouncing a couple man and vrife, touching 
the bridegroom with his elbow, said, "And now where 
ish mine dollar?'* I kissed the picture, dodged his 
knuckles, paid my money, and left the church. I had 
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been diere four hours, during which time, perhaps, 
more than a thousand persons had been completely ab- 
sorbed in their religious ceremonies ; and though be- 
giiming in the middle of the night, I have seen more 
yawning at the theatre or at an Italian opera than I 
saw there. They now began to disperse, though I re- 
member I left a crowd of regular amateurs, at the head 
of whom were our sailors, still hanging round the desk 
of an exhorting priest, with an earnestness that showed 
a still craving appetite. 

. I do not wonder that the Turks look with contempt 
upon Christians, for they have constantly under their 
eyes the disgusting mummeries of the Greek church, 
and see nothing of the pure and sublime principles our 
religion inculcates. Still, however, there was some- 
thing striking and interesting in the manner in which 
the Greeks in tins Turkish town had kept themselves, 
as it were, a peculiar people, and, in spite of the brands 
of '^ dog" and '' infidel," held fast to the religion they 
received from their fathers. There was nothing inter* 
estin^ about them as Greeks ; they had taken no part 
with their countrymen in their glorious struggle for lib- 
erty ; they were engaged in petty business, and bar- 
tered the precious chance of freedom once before them 
for base profits and ignoble ease ; and even now were 
content to live in chains, and kiss the rod that smote 
them. 

We returned to the house where we had slept ; and, 
after coffee, in company with our host and his father, 
the priest, sat down to a meal, in which, for the first 
time in forty days, they ate meat. I had often re- 
marked the religious observance of fast days among 
the common people in Greece. In travelling there I 
had more than once offered an egg to my guide on a 
02 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



168 iMcimnrs qpr niATttL. 

fast day, but never could get one to accept anythk^ 
that came so near to animal food, though, by a strange 
confusion of the principles of religious obligation, per« 
haps the same man would not have hesitated to comnait 
murder if he had any inducement to do so. Mrs. Hill, 
at Athens, told me that, upon one occasion, a little girl 
in her school refused to eat a piece of cake because it 
was made with eggs. 

At daylight I was lying on the floor looking throng 
a crevice of the window-shutter at the door of the mina- 
ret, waiting for the muezzin's morning cry to prayer. 
At six o'clock I went out, and finding the wind still is 
the same quarter, without any apparent prospect cS 
change, determined, at all hazards, to leave the vessel 
and go on by land. My friend and fellow-passenger 
was also very anxious to get to Smyrna, but would not 
accompany me, from an indefinite apprehension of 
plague, robbers, dec. 1 had heard so many of these 
rumours, all of which had proved to be unfounded, ihat 
I put no faith in any of them. I found a Turk who 
engaged to take me through in fourteen hours ; and at 
seven o'clock I was in my saddle, charged with a dozen 
letters from captains, supercargoes, and passengers, 
whom I left behind waiting for a change of wind. 

My Tartar was a big swarthy fellow, with an extent 
of beard and mustaches unusual even among his beard- 
ed countrymen. He was armed with a pair of enor- 
mous pistols and a yataghan, and was, altogether, a for- 
midable fellow to look upon. But there was a some- 
thing about him that I liked. There was a doggedness, 
a downright stubbornness that seemed honest. I knew 
nothing about him. I picked him up in the street, and 
took him in preference to others who offered, because 
lie would not be beaten down in his price. When he 
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saw me seated on my horae he stood by my aide a St- 
tie distance off, and looking at me without opening his 
lips, drew his belt tight aroand him, and adjosted Us 
I»atols and yataghan. His manner seemed to say that 
he took charge of me as a bale of goods, to be paid fov 
on safe deliTeiy, and that he would carry me through 
with fire and swoid, if necessary. And now, said I, 
" Let fate do her worst ;^ I have a good horse under me, 
and in fourteen hours I shall be in Smyrna. ^' Blow 
winds and crack your cheeks ;'' I defy you« 

My Tartar led off at a bride trot, nerer opening his 
lips nor turning his head excq>t occasicmaUy to see 
how I followed him across a stream. At about tm 
o*dock he turned off from the horsepath into a piece of 
fine pasture, and, slipping the bridle off his horse, turned 
him loose to feed. He then did the same with mine, 
and, spreading my cloak on the ground for me to sit 
iqpoB, sat down by my side and opened his wallet His 
manner seemed to intimate a disposition to throw pro« 
fisions into a common stock, no doubt expecting the 
gain to be on his side; but as I could only contribute a 
couple of rolls of bread which I bought as we rode 
through the town, I am inclined to think that he con- 
sidered me rather a sponge. 

While we were sitting there a trarelling party came 
up, consisting of fire Turks and three women« lie 
wcHnen were on horseback, riding crosswise, though 
there were so many quilts, cushions, dec, piled on the 
backs of their horses thai they sat rather on seats than 
on saddles. After a few words of parley with my Tar- 
tar, the men Ufted the women from the horses, taking 
diem in their arms, and, as it were, hauling them off, 
not very gracefully, but yery kindly; and, spreading 
their quihs on the ground a short distance from us, turned 
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. t^^ j0o«e to feed, and sat down to make their 
'• meal. An unusual and happy thing for me, 
^wT^ m«n ^•^ ^^^^^ ^*^^* uncovered nearly all the 
• thougi^ they could not well have carried on the 
fJ^BS of eating with them muffled up in the usual 
tvJe. ^"® ^^ ^^ women was old, the other two were 
exceedingly young ; neither of them more than sixteen ; 
each had a child in her arms, and, without any allow- 
ance for time and place, both were exceedingly beautiful. 
X do not say so under the influence of the particular 
ciit;umstances of our meeting, nor vrith the view of 
making an incident of it, but I would have singled them 
out as such if I had met them in a ballroom at home. 
I was particularly struck with their delicacy of figure 
and complexion. Notwithstanding their laughing faces, 
their mirth, and the kind treatment of the men, I could 
not divest myself of the idea that they were caged birds 
longing to be free. I could not believe that a woman 
belonging to a Turk could be otherwise than unhap* 
py . Unfortunately, I could not understand a word of . 
their language ; and as they looked from their turbaned 
lords to my stiff hat and frockcoat, they seemed to re- 
gard me as something the Tartar had just caught and 
was taking up to Constantinople as a present to the 
sultan. I endeavoured to show, however, that I was not 
the wild thing they took me to be ; that I had an eye 
to admire their beauty, and a heart to feel for their 
servitude. I tried to procure from them some signal 
of distress ; I did all Uiat I could to get some sign to 
come to their rescue, and to make myself generally 
agreeable. I looked sentimentally. This they did not 
seem to understand at all. I smiled ; this seemed to 
please them better; and there is no knowing to what a 
point I might have arrived, but my Tartar hurried me 
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airay ; and J parted on the wild pkiiis of Turkey with 
two young and beautiful women, leading almost a sav* 
age lifei whose personal graces would hare made them 
ornaments in polished and refined society. Verily, said 
I, tbe Turks are not so bad, after all ; they hare hand- 
sonie wires, and a handsome wife comes next after dtd* 
bonks and coffee. 

I was now reminded at eyery step of my being in an 
oriental country by the caravans I was constantly meet* 
ing. Carayans and camels are more or less associated 
with all Uie fairy scenes and glowing pictures of the 
East. They have always presented themselres to my 
mind with a sort of poetical imagery, and they certainly 
hare a fine effect in a description or in a picture ; but, 
after all, they are ugly-looking things to meet on the 
road. I would rather see the two young Turk-esses again 
than all the caravans in the East. The caravan is con-* 
ducted by a guide on a donkey, with a halter attached 
to the first camel, and so on from camel to camel 
through the whole caravan. The camel is an exceed-^ 
ingly ugly animal in his proportions, and there is a dead 
vmiformity in his movement ; with a dead, vacant ex- 
pressicm in his face, that is really distressing. If a man 
were dying of thirst in the desert, it would be enough 
to drive him to distraction to look in the cool, uncon« 
cemed, and imperturbable face of his camel. But their 
value is inestimable in a country like tiiis, where there 
are no carriage roads, and where deserts and drought . 
present themselves in every direction. 

One of the camel scenes, the encampment, is very 
picturesque, the camels arranged around on their knees 
in a circle, vnth their heads to the centre, and the camel 
drivers with their bales piled up within ; and I waa 
struck vnth another scene ; we came to the boid^s ef 
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a stream, which it was necessary to cross, in a boat* 
The boat was then on the other side, and the boatman 
and cani«l driver were trying to get on board some 
camels. When we came up they had got three on 
board, down on their knees in the bottom of the boat, 
and were then in the act of coercing the fourth. The 
poor brute was frightened terribly ; resisted with all his 
might, and put forth most piteous cries ; I do not know 
a more dis^essing noise than the cry of a brute suffer- 
ing from fear ; it seems to partake of the feeling that 
causes it, and carries with it something fearful; but 
the cries of the poor brute were vain ; they got him on 
board, and in the same way urged on board three others. 
They then threw in the donkey, and seven camels and 
^the donkey were so stowed in the bottom of the boat, 
that they did not take up much more room than calves 
on board of our country boats. 

In the afternoon I met another travelling party of an 
entirely different description. If before I had occa- 
sionally any doubts or misgivings as to the reality of 
my situation ; if sometimes it seemed to be merely a 
dream, that it could not be that I was so far from home, 
wandering alone on the plains of Asia, with a guide 
whom I never saw till that morning, whose language I 
could not understand, and upon whose faith I could not 
rely ; if the scenes of turhaned Turks, of veiled women, 
of caravans and camels, of graveyards with their mourn- 
ing cypress and thousands of tombstones, where every 
trace of the cities which supplied them with their dead 
had entirely disappeared ; if these and the other strange 
scenes around me would seem to be the mere creations 
of a roving imagination, the party which I met now 
was so marked in its character, so peculiar to an orien- 
tal countryi and to an oriental country only, that it 
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roused me from my waking dreaftis, fixid my wander* 
ing thoughts, and convinced me, beyond all peradven- 
ture, that I was indeed far from home, among'a people 
*^ whose tljioughts are not as our thoughts, and whose 
ways are not, as our ways ;" in short, in a land where 
ladies are not the omnipotent creatures that they are 
with us. 

This party was no other than the ladies of a harem. 
They were all dressed in white, with their white shawls 
wrapped around their faces, so that they effectually 
concealed every feature, and could bring to bear only 
the artillery of their eyes. I found this, however, to 
be very potent, as it left so much room for the imagi- 
nation ; and it was a very easy matter to make a Fati- 
ma of every one of them. They were all on horseback, 
not riding sidewise, bjit othertvise ; though I observed, 
as before, that their saddles were so prepared that their 
delicate limbs were not subject to that extreme expan- 
sion required by the saddle of the rougher sex. They 
were escorted by a party of armed Turks, and followed 
by a man in Frank dress, who, as I after understood, 
was the physician of the harem. They were thirteen 
in number, just a baker's dojsen, and belonged to a 
pacha who was making his annual tour of the different 
posts under his government, and had sent them on be- 
fore to have the household matters all arranged upon 
his arrival. And no doubt, also, they were to be in 
readiness to receive him with their smiles ; and if they 
continued in the same humour in which I saw them, 
he must have been a happy man who could call them 
all his own. I had not fairly recovered from the cries 
of the poor camel when I heard their merry voices : 
verily, thought I, stopping to catch the last musical 
notes, there are exceedingly good points about the 
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Turks : chibouks, coffee, and as many wives aa they 
please. It made me whistle to think of it. Oh, thouj^t 
I, that some of our ladies could see these things ; tiiat 
some haughty beauty, at whose feet dozens of worthy 
and amiable young gentlemen are sighing themselTCS 
into premature wrinkles and ugliness, might see these 
things. 

• I am no rash innorator. I would not sweep away 
the established customs of our state of society. I would 
not lay my meddling fingers upon the admitted prerog* 
atives of our ladies ; but I cannot help asking mysell 
if, in the rapid changes of this turning world, changes 
which completely alter rocks and the hardest substances 
of nature, it may not by possibiUty happen that the tea* 
our of a lady's humour will change. What a goodly 
spectacle to see those who are nerer content without a 
dozen admirers in their train, following by dozens in the 
train of one man f But I fear me much that this will 
never be, at least in our day. Our system of educatioa 
is radically wrong. The human mind, says some phi- 
losopher, and the gentleman is right, is like the sand 
upon the shore of the sea. You may write upon it 
what character you please. We begin by writing upon 
their innocent unformed minds, that, '* Born fer their 
use, we live but to oblige them.* The consequence is, 
I will not say what ; for I hope to return among them 
imd kiss the rod in some fair hand ; but this I do know, 
tiiat here the '^ twig is so bent" that they become as 
gentle, as docile, and as tractable as any domestic ani- 
mal. I say again, there are many exceeding good 
points about the Turks. 

At about fix o'clock we came in sight of Smyrna, en 
the oi^osite side of the gulf, and still a long wity off. 
At dusk "we were directly opposite the dty; and al«> 
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didu^ W6 had yet to make a long circuit round \h6 
head of the gulf^ I was revelling in- the brig|rt prospect 
before me. Dreams of pulling off my pantaloons ; de* 
lighted Tisions of clean sheets and a Christian bed flit- 
ted before my eyes. Yes, said I to my pantaloons and 
Bhirty ye worthy and faithful servants, this night ye 
shall have rest. While other garments have fallen 
from me by the way, ye have stuck to me. And thou^ 
tny gray pantaloons, little did the neat Parisian tailor 
who made thee think that the strength of his stitching 
would ever be tested by three weeks' uninterrupted 
wear ; but to*morrow thou shalt go into the hands of a 
master, who shall sew on thy buttons and sew up thy 
rents: and thou, my — ^I was going on with words of 
the tame affectionate import to my shirt, stockings, and 
drawers, which, however, did not deserve so well of 
me, for they had in a measure dropped off on the way, 
vrhen my Tartar came to a dead stop before the door 
of a cabin, dismounted, and made signs to me to do 
the same. But I began now to have some notions of 
my own ; heretofore I had been perfectly passive ; I 
had always done as I was told, but in sight of Smyrna 
I became restiff. I talked and shouted to him, pointed 
to the city, and turned my horse as though I vraa going 
on alone. My Tartar, however, paid no attention to 
me ; he very coolly took off my carpet-bag and carried 
it into the cabin, lighted his pipe, and sat down by the 
door, looking at me with the most imperturbable gravity. 
I had hardly had time to admire his impudence, and 
to calculate the chances of my being able, alone at 
night, to cross the many streams which emptied into 
the gulf, when the wind, which had been rising for 
some time, became very violent, and the rain began to 
fall in torrents. With a sigh I bade ftrewell to Ad 
YoL. I.— P 
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bright visions that had deluded me, gave another sigh 
to the uncertainty of all human calculations, the cup 
and the lip, &c., and took refuge in the cabin. 

What a substitute for the pretty Uttle picture I had 
drawn ! Three Turks were sitting round a brazier of 
charcoal frying doughballs. Three rugs were spread in 
three comers of the cabin, and over each of them were 
the eternal pistols and yataghan. There was nothing 
there to defend ; their miserable lives were not worth 
taking ; why were these weapons there ? The Turks 
at first took no notice of me, and I had now to make 
amends for my backwardness in entering. I resolved 
to go to work boldly, and at once elbowed among them 
for a seat around the brazier. The one next me on my 
right seemed a little struck by my easy ways ; he put 
his hand on his ribs to feel how far my elbow had pen- 
etrated, and then took his pipe from his mouth and of- 
fered it to me. The ice broken, I smoked the pipe to 
the test whiff, and handed it to him to be refilled ; with 
all the horrors of dyspepsy before my eyes, I scrambled 
with them for the last doughball, and, when the atten- 
tion of all of them was particularly directed toward me, 
took out my watch, held it over the lamp, and wound it 
up. I addressed myself particularly to the one who had 
first taken notice of me, and made myself extremely 
agreeable by always smoking his pipe. After coffee 
and half a dozen pipes, he gave me to understand that 
I was to sleep with him upon his mat, at which I slapped 
him on the back and cried out, " Bono," having heard 
him use that word apparently with a knowledge of its 
meaning. 

I was surprised in the course of the evening to see 
one of them begin to undress, knowing that such was 
mot the custom of the country, but found that it was 
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only a temporary disrobing for sporting purposes, to 
hunt fleas and bedbugs ; by which I had an opportu- 
nity of comparing the Turkish with some I had brought 
with me from Greece ; and though the Turk had great 
reason to be proud of his, I had no reason to be ashamed 
of mine. I now began to be drowsy, and should soon 
have fallen asleep ; but the youngest of the party, a sickly 
and sentimental young man, melancholy and musical, 
and, no doubt, in love, brought out the common Turkish 
instrument, a sort of guitar, on which he worked with 
untiring viyacity, keeping time with his head and heels. 
My friend accompanied him with his voice, and this 
brought out my Tartar, who joined in with groans and 
grunts which might have waked the dead. But my 
cup was not yet full. During the musical festival my 
friend and intended bedfellow took down from. a shelf 
above me a large plaster, which he warmed over the 
brazier. He then unrolled his turban, took off a plas- 
ter from the back of his head, and disclosed a wound, 
raw, gory, and ghastly, that made my heart sink within 
me : I knew that the plague was about Smyrna ; I had 
heard that it was on this road ; I involuntarily recurred 
to the Italian prayer, '* Save me from the three miseries 
of the Levant : plague, fire, and the dragoman." I shut 
my eyes ; I had slept but two hours the night before ; 
had ridden twelve hours that day on horseback ; I drew 
my cloak around me ; my head sank upon my carpet- 
bag, and I fell asleep, leaving the four Turks playing 
cards on the bottom of a pewter plate. Once during the 
night I was awakened by my bedfellow's mustaches 
tickling my lips. I turned my back and slept on. 

In the morning my Tartar, with one jerk, stood me 
upright on the floor, and holding me in that position 
until I got awake, kicked open the door, and pointed to 
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my horse standing before it ready saddled and taridled* 
In three hours I was crossing the caravan bridge, a 
bridge over the beautiful MeUssus, on the banks of 
which Homer was bom ; and picking my way among 
caravans, which for ages have continued to cross this 
bridge laden with all the riches of the East, I entered 
the long-Iooked-for city of Smyrna, a city that has 
braved the reiterated efforts of conflagrations, plagues, 
and earthquakes; ten times destroyed, and ten times 
risen from her ruins; the queen of the cities of Anato* 
lia ; extolled by the ancients as Smyrna the lovely, the 
erown of Ionia, the pride of Asia. But old things have 
passed away, and the ancient city now figures only 
under the head of arrivals in a newspaper, in the words 
and figures following, that is to say, *' Brig Betsy, Baker 
master, 57 days from Smyrna, with figs and raisins to 
order. Mastic dull, opium rising." 

In half an hour I was in the full enjoyment of a 
Turkish bath ; lolled half an hour on a divan, with 
chibouk and coffee, and came out fresh as if I had 
spent the last three weeks training for the ring. Oh, 
these Turks are lua^urious dogs. Chibouks, coffee, hot 
baths, and as many wives as they please. What a cat- 
alogue of human enjoyments ! But I intend Smyrna^ 
as a place of rest, and, in charity, give you the benefit 

of it. 

• • • 
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CHAPTER IX 



FiMt Sight of Smyrna.— Unveiled Wemen.— Ruins of Ephesus.— Ruin, all 
Ruin.— Temple of Diana.— Encounter with a Wolf.— Love at first Sight 
— Gatherings on the Road. 

(Amiher letter.) 

My mar *»***•, 
Apter my bath I returned to my hotel, breakfasted, 
and sallied out for a walk. It was now about twelve 
o'clock, Sunday — ^the first Sunday after Easter — and all 
the Frank population was in tlie streets. My hotel was 
in an out-of-the-way quarter, and when, turning a cor- 
ner, I suddenly found myself in the maiti street, I was 
not prepared for the sight that met my eye. Paris on 
a fete day does not present so gay and animated a 
scene. It was gay, animated, striking, and beautiful, 
and entirely different from anything I had ever seen in 
any European city. Franks, Jews, Greeks, Turks, and 
Armenians, in their various and striking costumes, were 
mingled together in agreeable confusion ; and making 
all due allowance for the circumstance that I had for 
some time been debarred the sight of an unveiled wo- 
man, I certainly never saw so much beauty, and I nev- 
er saw a costume so admirably calculated to set off 
beauty. At the same time the costume is exceedingly 
trying to a lady's pretensions. Being no better than 
one of the uninitiated, I shall not venture upon such 
dangerous ground as a lady's toilet. I will merely re- 
fer to that part which particularly struck me, and that 
is the headdress ; no odious broad-brimmed hat ; no 
enormous veils enveloping nose, mouthy and eyes ; but 
P2 
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simply a large gauze turban, sitting ligbtly and graceful- 
ly on the head, rolled back over the forehead, learing the 
whole face completely exposed, and exhibiting clear dark 
complexions, rosy lips closing OTer teeth of dazzling 
whiteness ; and then such eyes, large, dark, and rolling. . 
It is matter of history, and it is confirmed by poetry, 
that 

«« The angelic yonfhs of old, 
Burning for maids of mortal mould, 
Bewildered, left the glorious skies, 
And lost their heaven for woman's eyes.** 

My dear friend, this is the country where such tbiags 
happened ^ the throne of the Thunderer, high Olympus, 
is almost in sight, and these are the daughters of the wo- 
men who worked such miracles. If the age of passion, 
like the age of chivalry, were not over and forever gone, 
if this were not emphatically a bank-note world, I would 
say of the Smymiotes, above all otliers, that they are 
that description of women who could 

** Raise a mortal to the skies, 
Or hring an angel down.** 

And they walk, too, as if conscious of their high pre- 
tensions, as if conscious that the reign of beauty is not 
yet ended ; and, under that enchanting turban, charge 
with the whole artillery of their charms* It is a per- 
fect unmasked battery ; nothing can stand before it. I 
wonder the sultan allows it. The Turks are as touchy 
as tindery they take fire as quick as any of the old 
demigods, and a pair of blaek eyes is at any time 
enough to put mischief in them. But the Turks are a 
considerate people. They consider that the Franks, or 
rather the Greeks, to whom I particularly refer, have 
periodical fits of insanity ; that they go mad twice a year. 
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daring canural and after Lent; and if at such a time a fol* 
lower of the Prophet, accidentally straggling in the Fran]( 
quarter, should find the current of his blood disturbed, 
he would sooner die, nay, he would sooner cut off his 
beaid, than hurt a hair of any one of the light beads 
that he sees flitting before him. There is something 
remarkable, by-the-way, in the tenacity with which the 
Grecian women have sustained the rights and preroga* 
tives of beauty in defiance of Turkish cpstoms and 
prejudices ; while the men hare fallen into the habits of 
their quondam masters, haye taken to pipes and coffee, 
and in many instances to turbans and big trousers, the 
women hare evttr gone with their faces uncovered, and 
Co l3m day one and all eschew the veil oS the Turkish 
women. 

Pleased and amused with myself and everything J 
eaw, I mtoved along unnoticed and unknovim, staring, 
observing, and admiring; among other things, I ob- 
served that <me of the amiable customs erf our own city 
was in full force here, vis., that of the young gentlemen, 
with light sticks in their hands, gathering around the 
door of the fashionaUe church to stare at the ladies as 
they came out. I viras pleased to find such a mark of 
civilization in a land of barbarians, and immediately fell 
into a thing which seemed 90 much like home ; but, in 
justice to the Smyrniote ladies, I must say I cannot 
flatter myself that I stared a single one out of counte- 
nance. 

But I need not attempt to interest you in Smyrna ; it 
is too everyday a place ; every Cape Cod sailor knows 
it better than I do. I have done all that I could ; I 
have waived the musty reminiscences of its history ; I 
have waived ruins which are said to exist here, and have 
endeavoured to give you a faint but true picture of its 
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living and existing beauties, of the bright and beanliful 
scene that broke upon me the first morning of nay ar- 
rival; and now, if I have not touched you with the 
beauty of its women, I should despair of doing so by 
uny description of its beautiftil chmate, its charming 
environs, and its hospitable society. 

Leave, then, what is, after all, but the city of figs and 
raisins, and go with me where, by comparison, the foot of 
civilized man seldom treads ; go with me into the desert 
and solitary places ; go with me among the cities of the 
seven churches of Asia ; and, first, to the ruins of Ephe- 
sus. I had been several days expecting a companion 
to make this tour with me, but, being disappointed, was 
obliged to set out alone. I was not exactly alone, for 
I had with me a Turk as guide and a Greek as cicerone 
and interpreter, both well mounted and armed to the 
teeth. We started at two o'clock in the morning, under 
the light of thousands of stars ; and the day broke upon 
UB in a country wild and desolate, as if it were removed 
thousands of miles from the habitations of men. There 
was little variety and little incident in our ride. During 
the whole day it lay through a country decidedly hand- 
some, the soil rich and fertile, but showing with appal- 
ling force the fatal effects of misgovernment, wholly un- 
cultivated, and almost wholly uninhabited. Indeed, the 
only habitations were the little Turkish coffee-houses 
and the black tents of the Turcomans. These are a 
wandering tribe, who come out from the desert, and ap- 
proach comparatively near the abodes of civilization. 
They are a pastoral people ; their riches are their flocks 
and herds ; they lead a wandering life, free as the air 
they breathe; they have no local attachments; to-day 
they pitch their tents on the hillside, to-morrow on the 
plain ; and wherever they sit themselves down, all that 



d by Google 



diey hare oa earthy wife, children, and friendsi are im* 
mediately around them. There is something primitive, 
almost patriarchal, in their appearance ; indeed, it car* 
riea one back to a simple and perhaps a purer age, and 
yeu can almost realize that state of society when the^ 
patriarch sat in the door of his tent and called in and fed 
the passing traveller. 

The general character of the road is such as to pre- 
pare one for the scene that awaits him at Ephesus ; 
enormous burying-grounds, with thoussinds of head- 
stones shaded by the mourning cypress, in the midst of 
a desolate country, where not a vestige of a human 
habitation is to be seen. They stand on the roadside 
as melancholy telltales that large towns or cities once 
existed in their immediate neighbourhood, and that the 
generations who occupied them have passed away, fur* 
nishing fearful evidence of the decrease of the Turkish 
population, and perhaps that the gigantic empire of the 
Ottoman is tottering to its fall. 

For about three hours before reaching Ephesus, the 
load, crossing a rich and beautiful plain watered by the 
Cayster, lies between two mountains ; that on the right 
leads to the sea, and on the left are Uie ruins of Ephesus, 
Near, and in the immediate vicinity, storks were calmly 
marching over the plain and building among the ruins ; 
they moved as if seldom disturbed by human footsteps, 
and seemed to look upon us as intruders upon a spot 
for a long time abandoned to birds and beasts of prey. 
About a mUe this side are the remains of the Turkish 
city of Aysalook, or Temple of the Moon, a city of com* 
paratively modem date, reared into a brief magnificence 
out of the ruins of its fallen neighbour. A sharp hill, 
ahnost a mountain, rises abruptly from the plain, on th^ 
top of which is a ruined fortress, with many mR$ of 
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Tuxkish magnificence at the base ; broken colunms, baths 
OTergrowB with ivy, and the remains of a grand mosque, 
the roof sustained by four granite columns from the 
Temple of Diana ; the minaret fallen, the mosque de- 
serted ; the Mussulman no more goes there to pray ; bats 
and owls were building in its lofty roof, and snakes and 
lizards were crawling over its marble floor. 

It was late in the afternoon when I arrived at the lit- 
tle coffee-house at Aysalook; a caravan had already 
encamped under some fine old sycamores before the 
door, preparatory to passing the night. I was somewhat 
fatigued, and my Greek, who had me in charge, was 
disposed to stop and wait for the morrow ; but the fall* 
en city was on the opposite hill at but a short distance, 
and the shades of evening seemed well calculated to 
heighten the effect of a ramble among its ruins. In 
a right line it was not more than half a mile, but we 
soon found that we could not go directly to it ; a piece 
of low swampy ground lay between, and we had not 
gone far before our horses sank up to their saddle-girths. 
We were obliged to retrace our steps, and work our 
way around by a circuitous route of more than two miles. 
This, too, added to the effect of our approach. It was 
a dreary reflection, that a city, whose ports and whose 
gates had been open to the commerce of the then known 
world ; whose wealth had invited the traveller and so- 
journer within its walls should lie a ruin upon a hillside, 
with swamps and morasses extending around it, in sight 
but out of reach, near but unapproachable. A warning 
voice seemed to issue from the ruins, " Procul^ proculy 
esteprofaniy^ my day is past, my sun is set, I have gone 
to my grave ; pass on, stranger, and disturb not the ashes 
of the dead. 
But my Turk did not understand Latin, and we con« 
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tinned to advance. We moved along in perfect silence, 
for besides that my Turk never spoke, and my Greek, 
Tirho was generally loquacious enough, was out of hu- 
mour at being obliged to go on, we had enough to do in 
picking our lonely way. But silence best suited the 
scene ; the sound of the human voice seemed almost a 
mockery of fallen greatness. We entered by a large and 
ruined gateway into a place distinctly marked as having 
been a street, and, from the broken columns strewed on 
each side, probably having been lined with a colonnade. 
I let my reins fall upon my horse's neck ; he moved about 
in the slow and desultory way that suited my humour ; 
now sinking to his knees in heaps of rubbish, now stum- 
bling over a Corinthian capital, and now sliding over a 
marble pavement. The whole hillside is covered with 
ruins to an extent far greater than I expected to find, and 
they are all of a kind that tends to give a high idea of the 
ancient magnificence of the city. To me, these ruins 
appeared to be a confused and shapeless mass ; but they 
have been examined by antiquaries with great dare, and 
the character of many of them identified with great cer- 
tainty. I had, however, no time for details ; and, in- 
deed, the interest of these ruins in my eyes was not in 
the details. It mattered little to me that this was the 
stadium and that a fountain ; that this was a gymnasi- 
um and that a market-place ; it was enough to know 
that the broken columns, the mouldering walls, the grass- 
grown streets, and the wide-extended scene of desola- 
tion and ruin around me were all that remained of one 
of the greatest cities of Asia, one of the earliest Chris- 
tian cities in the world. But what do I say ? Who 
does not remember the tumults and confusion raised by 
Demetrius the silversmith, " lest the temple of the great 
goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnifi- 
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cence be destroyed ;" aod how the poople, having cmight 
'' Caius and Aristarchtts, PauPs QompaQions in traTel," 
rushed with one accord into the theatre, crying out, 
" great is Diana of the Ephesians." My dear friend^ I 
sat am^ng the ruins of that theatre ; the stillness of death 
was around me ; far as the eye could reach, not a living 
soul was to be seen save my two companions and a 
gforjip of lazy Turks smoking at the coffee-house in 
' Aysalook. A man of strong imagination might almost 
^ wild with the intensity of his own reflections ; and do 
not let it surprise you, that even one like me, brought up 
JBimong the technicalities of declarations and replications, 
rebutters and surrebutters, and in nowise giT(sn to the it 
lusions of the senses, should find himself roused, and ir- 
resistibly hwried back to the time when the shapeless 
and confused mass around him formed one of the most 
taiagnificent cities in the world ; when a large and busy 
population was hurrying through its streets, intent upon 
the same pleasures and the same business that engage 
men now ; that he should, in imagination, see before him 
St. Paul preaching to the Ephesians, shaking their faith 
in the gods of their fathers, gods made with their oWn 
hands; and the noise and confusion, and the people 
rushing tumultuously up the very steps where he sat ; 
that he should almost hear their cry ringing in his ears, 
^' Great is Diana of the Ephesians ;" and then that he 
should turn from this scene of former glory and eternal 
ruin to his own far-distant land ; a land that the wisest 
of the Ephesians never dreamed of; where the wild man 
was striving with the wild beast when the whole world 
tang with the greatness of the Ephesian name ; and 
which bids fair to be growing greater and greater when 
the last vestige of Ephesusr shall be gone and its very 
site unknown. 
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But where is the temple of *e gr«at Diana, the tem- 
pie two hundrtd and twenty ycats in building ; the' tern* 
pie of one hundred and twenty-seven columns, each coK- 
umn the gift of a king ? Can it be that the temple of 
the "Great goddess Diana," ttat the ornament 6f Asia, ' 
the pride of Ephesus, and ofte of the seren wonders of 
the world, has gone, disappeared, »id left not a trace 
behind ? As a traveller, I would fain be abk to s«y 
that I have seen the ruins of this temple ; but, unforta*- 
nately, I am obliged to limit myself by facts. Its site 
has of course engaged the attention of anti<|D[aries. I 
am no skeptic in these matters, and am disposed to be^ 
licve all that my cicerone tells me. You remember the 
countryman who complained to his minister that he 
never gave him any Latin in his sermons ; and when the 
minister answered that he would not understand it, the 
countryman replied that he paid for the best, and ought 
to have it. I am like that honest countryman ; but my 
cicerone understood ^himself better than the minister ; 
he knew that I paid him for the be«t ; he knew what 
was expected from him, and that his reputation was 
gone for ever if, in such a place as Ephesus, he could 
not point out the ruins of the great tenfiple of Diana. 
He accordingly had his temple, which he stuck to with 
as much pertinacity as if he had built it himself; but I 
am sorry to be obliged to say, in spite of his authority 
and my own wish to believe him, that the better opinion 
is, that now not a single stone is to be seen. 

Topographers have fixed the site on the plain, near 
the gate of the city which opened to the sea. The sea, 
which once almost washed the walls, has receded or been 
driven back for several miles. For many years a new 
soil has been accumulating, and all that stood on the 
plain, including so natch of the remains of the temple 
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as had not been plundered and carried away by different 
conquerors, is probably now buried many feet under its 
surface. 

It was dark when I returned to Aysalook. I had re- 
marked, in passing, that several caravans had encamped 
there, and on my return found the camel-drivers assem* 
bled in the little coflfee-house in which I was to pass the 
night. I soon saw that there were so many of us that 
we should make a tight fit in the sleeping part of the 
khan, and immediately measured off space enough to fit 
my body, allowing turning and kicking room. I looked 
with great complacency upon the light slippers of the 
Turks, which they always throw off, too, when they go 
to sleep, and made an ostentatious display of a pair of 
heavy iron-nailed boots, and, in lying down, gave one or 
two preliminary thumps to show them that I was rest- 
less in my movements, and, if they came too near me, 
these iron-nailed boots would be uncomfortable neigh- 
bours. 

Xnd here I ought to have spent half the night in 
musing upon the strange concatenation of circumstances 
which had broken up a quiet practising attorney, and 
sent him a straggler from a busy, money-getting land, to 
meditate among the ruins of ancient cities, and sleep 
pellmell with turbaned Turks. But I had no time for 
musing; I was amazingly tired; IJooked at the group 
of Turks in one corner, and regretted that I could not 
talk with them ; thought of the Tower of Babel and the 
wickedness of man, which brought about a confusion of 
tongues ; of camel-drivers, and Arabian Nights' Enter* 
tainments ; of home, and my own comfortable room in 
the third story ; brought my boot down with a thump 
that made them all start, and in five minutes was asleep. 

In the morning I again went over to the ruins. Day 
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light, if possible, added to their effect ; and a little thiDg 
occurred, not much in itself, but which, under the cir- 
cumstances, fastened itself upon my mind in such a 
way that I shall never forget it. I had read that here, 
in the stillness of the night, the jackall's cry was heard ; 
that, if a stone was rolled, a scorpion oi lizard slip* 
ped from under it ; and, while picking our way slowly 
along the lower part of the city, a wolf of the largest 
size came out above, as if indignant at being disturbed 
in his possessions. He moved a few paces toward us 
with such a resolute air that my companions both drew 
their pistols ; then stopped, and gazed at us deliberately 
as we were receding from him, until, as if satisfied tliat 
we intended to leave his dominions, he turned and dis- 
appeared among the ruins. It would have made a fine 
picture; the Turk first, then the Greek, each with a 
pistol in his hand, then myself, all on horseback, the 
wolf above us, the valley, and the ruined city. I feel 
my inability to give you a true picture of these ruins. 
Indeed, if I could lay before you every particular, block 
for block, fragment for fragment, here a column and 
there a column, I could not convey a full idea of the 
desolation that marks the scene. 

To the Christian, the ruins of Ephesus carry with 
them a peculiar interest ; for here, upon the wreck of 
heathen temples, was established one of the earliest 
Christian churches ; but the Christian church has fol- 
lowed the heathen temple, and the worshippers of the 
true God have followed the worshippers of the great 
goddess Diana ; and in the city where Paul preached, 
and where, in the words of the apostle, " much people 
were gathered unto the Lord," now not a solitary Chris- 
tian dwells. Verily, in the prophetic language of in- 
spiration, the *^ candlestick is removed from iu place ;" 
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a curse seems to have fallen upon it» men shun it, not 
a human being is to be seen among its ruins; and 
Ephesusy in faded glory and fallen grandeur, is given 
up to birds and beasts of prey, a monument and a warn- 
ing to nations. 

From Ephesps I went to Scala Nova, handspmely 
situated on the shore of the sea, and commanding a 
fine view of the beautiful Island of Sapaos, distiufit not 
more than four miles. I had a letter to a Greek mei- 
cbant there, who received me kindly, and introduced 
me to the Turkish governor. The governor, as U3ua], 
was seated upon a divan, and asked us to take seats 
beside him. We were served with coffee and pipes by 
two handsome Greek slaves, boys about fourteen, with 
long hair hanging down their necks, and handsomely 
dressed; who, after serving us, descended from the 
platform, and waited with folded arms until we had 
finished. Soon after a third guest came, and a third 
lad, equally handsome and equally well dressed, served 
him in the same manner. This is the style of the 
Turkish grandees, a slave to every guest. I do not 
know to what extent it is carried, but am inclined to 
think that, in the present instance, if one or two more 
guests had happened to come in, my friend's retinue of 
slaves would have fallen short. The governor asked 
me from what country I came, and who was my king ; 
and when I told him that we had no king, but a presi- 
dent, he said, very graciously, that our president and 
the grand seignior were very good friends ; a compIi« 
ment which I acknowledged with all becoming humili- 
ty. Wanting to show off a litde, I told him that we 
were going to fight the French, and he said we should 
cartainly whip them if we could get the grand seignior 
to help us* 
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I afterward called on my own account upon the Eng« 
lish consul. The consuls in these little places are ori- 
ginals. They have nothing to do, but they have the 
government arms blazoned over their doors, and strut 
about in cocked hats and regimentals, and shake their 
heads, and look knowing, and talk about their govern- 
ment ; they do not know what the government will 
think, &c., when half the time their government hardly 
knows of the existence of its worthy representatives. 
This was an old Maltese, who spoke French and Italian* 
He received me very kmdly, and pressed me to stay all 
night. I told him that I was not an Englishman, and 
had no claim upon his hospitality; but he said that 
made no difference ; that he was consul for all civilized 
nations, among which he did me the honour to include 
mine. 

At three o'clock I took leave of the consul. My Greek 
friend accompanied me outside the gate, where my horses 
were waiting for me ; and, at parting, begged me to re* 
member that I had a friend, who hardly knew what 
pleasure was except in serving me. I told him that 
the happiness of my life was not complete before I met 
him ; we threw ourselves into each other's arms, and, 
after a two hours' acquaintance, could hardly tear away 
from each other's embraces. Such is the force of 
sympathy between congenial spirits. My friend was a 
man about fifty, square built, broad shouldered, and 
big mustached ; and the beauty of it was, that neither 
could understand a word the other said ; and all this 
touching interchange of sentiment had to pass through 
my mustached, big-whiskered, double-fisted, six-feet in* 
terpreter. 

At four o'clock we set out on our return ; at seven 
we stopped in a beautiful valley surrounded by mount^^ 
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ains, aod on tlie sides of the mountains were a number 
of Turcomans' tents. The khan was worse than any I 
had yet seen. It had no floor and jio mat. The pro- 
prietor of the khan, if such a thing, consisting merely 
of four mud walls with a roof of branches, which seemed 
to have been laid there by the winds, coukt be said to 
have a proprietor, was uncommonly sociable ; he set 
before me my supper, consisting of bread and yort — a 
preparation of milk — and appeared to be much amused 
at seeing me eat. He asked my guide many questions 
about me ; examined my pistols, took off his turban, 
and put my hat upon his shaved head» which transform- 
ed him from a decidedly bold, slashing-looking fellow, 
into a decidedly sneaking-looking one. I had certainly 
got over all fastidiousness in regard to eating, drinking, 
and sleeping ; but I could not stand the vermin at this 
khan^ In the middle of the night I rose and went out of 
deors; it was a brilliant starlight night, ain], as the 
bare earth was in any case to be my bed, I exchanged 
the nau4 floor of my khan for the greensward and the 
bK>ad canopy of heaven. My Turk was sleeping on 
the gnouQ^, ab6dt a hundred yards from the house, with 
his horse grazing aiound him. I nestled close to him, 
and slept perhaps two hours. Toward morning I was 
awakened by the cold, and, with the selfishness of mis- 
ery, I began punching my Turk under the ribs to wake 
him. This was no easy matter ; but, after a while, I 
succeeded, got him to saddle the horses, and in a few 
minutes we were off, my Greek not at all pleased with 
having his slumbers so prematurely disturbed. 

At about two o'clock we passed some of the sultan's 
volunteers. These were about fifty men chained to- 
gether by the wrists and ankles, who had been chased, 
run down, and caught in some of the villages, and wert 
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now on their way to Constantinople, under a guard, to 
be trained as soldiers. I could but smile as I saw theniy 
not at them, for, in^truth, there was nothing in their con 
dition to excite a smile, but at the recollection of an ar 
tide I had seen a few days before in a European pa 
per, which referred to the new levies making by the 
sultan, and the spirit with which his subjects entered 
into the service. They were a speaking comment upon 
European insight into Turkish politics. But, without 
more ado, suffice it to say, that at about four o'clock I 
found myself at the door of my hotel,, my outer gai^ 
n^ents so covered with creeping things that my land- 
lord, a prudent Swiss, with many apologies, begged 
me to shake myself before going into the house ; and 
my nether garments so stained with bl6od, that I looked 
as if a corps of the sultan's regulars had prioked me 
wiih their bayonets. My enthusiasm on the subject of 
the seven churches was in no small degree abatai^ 
and just at that moment I was willing to take upon 
trust the condition of the others, that all that WM fore- 
told of them in the Scriptures had come to pass. I 
again betook me to the bath, and, in thinkiBg of the 
luxury of my repose, I feel for yot^ aiMi'c6ifte to a full 
stop. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Fotttion of Smyrna.— Consalar PriTilegei.— The Case of the Lover. — 
End of the Love Allair.— The Miadonary'a Wife.— The Canno.->Only 
a Greek Kow.— Rambles in Smyrna.— The Armenians.- Domestic £ii 
joyments. 

But I must go back a little, and make the amende 
honourable, for, in truth, Ghiaour Ismir, or Infidel 
Smyrna, with its wild admixture of European and 
Asiatic population, deserves better than the rather cav- 
alier notice contained in Eiy letter. 

Before reaching it I had remarked its exceeding 
beauty of position, chosen as it is with that happy 
taste which distinguished the Greeks in selecting the 
JBites of their ancient cities, on the declivity of a mount- 
ain running down to the shore of the bay, with houses 
rising in terraces on its sides ; its domes and minarets, 
interspersed with cypresses, rising aboye the tiers of 
houses, and die summit of the hill crowned with a large 
solitary castle. It was the first large Turkish city I had 
seen, and it differed, too, from all other Turkish cities in 
the strong foothold obtained there by Europeans. In- 
deed, remembering it as a place where often, and within 
a very few years, upon a sudden outbreaking of popu- 
lar fury, the streets were deluged with Christian blood, 
I was particularly struck, not only with the air of con- 
fidence and security, but, in fact, with the bearing of su- 
periority assumed by the " Christian dog !'' among the 
followers of the Prophet. 

Directly on the bay is a row of large houses running 
along the whole front of the city, among which are seen 
emblazoned over the doors the arms of most of the for- 
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ei^ consuls, including the American. By the treaties 
of the Porte with Christian powers, the Turkish tribu- 
nals have no jurisdiction of matters touching the rights 
ci foreign residents ; and all disputes between these, and 
even criminal offences, fall under the cognizance of their 
respective consuls. This gives the coni^uls in all the 
maritime ports of Turkey great power and position; 
and all over the Levant they are great people ; but at 
Smyrna they are far more important than ambassador? 
and ministers at the European capitals ; and, with their 
janisaries and their appearance on all public occasionib. 
in uniform, are looked up to by the Levantipes some* 
what like the consuls sent abroad under the Roman em* 
pire, and by the Turks as almost sultans. 

The morning after my arrival I delivered letters of 
introduction to Mr. Offley, the American consul, a na- 
tive of Philadelphia, thirty years resident in Smyrna, 
and married to an Armenian lady, Mr. Langdon, a mer- 
chant of Boston, and Mr. Sty th, of Baltimore, of the firm 
of Issaverdens, Sty th, and Company ; one to Mr. letter, 
a German missionary, whose lady told me, while her 
hui»band was reading it, that she had met me in the 
street the day l^efore, and on her return home told him 
that an American had just arrived. I was curious to . 
know the mark by which she recognised me as an 
American, being rather dubious whether it was by rea- 
son of anything praiseworthy or the reverse ; but she ^ 
could not tell. 

I trust the reader has not forgotten the victim of 
the tender passion who, in the moment of my leaving 
Athens, had reposed in my sympathizing bosom the 
burden of his hopes and fears. At the very first house 
in which I was introduced to the female members of 
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the family, I found making a morning call the lady who 
had made such inroads upon his affections. I had al- 
ready heard her spoken of as being the largest fortune, 
and, par consequence, the greatest belle in Smyrna, 
and 1 hailed it as a favourable omen that I accidentally 
made her acquaintance so soon after my arrival. I 
made my observations, and could not help remarking 
that she was by no means pining away on account of 
the absence of my friend. I was almost indignant at 
her heartless happiness, and, taking advantage of an 
opportunity, introduced his name, hoping to see a shade 
come over her, and, perhaps, to strike her pensive for 
two or three minutes ; but her comment was a death- 
blow to my friend's prospects and my mediation: 
" Poor M. !" and all present repeated " Poor M. !" with 
a portentous smile, and the next moment had forgotten 
his existence. I went away in the full conviction that 
it was all over with " Poor M. !" and murmuring to 
myself. Put not your trust in woman, I dined, and in 
the afternoon called with my letter of introduction upon 
his friend the Rev. Mr. Brewer, and Mr. Brcwer*s com- 
ment on reading it was about equal to the lady's *^ Poor 
M. !" He asked me in what condition I left our unfor- 
tunate friend. I told him his leg was pretty bad, though 
he continued to hobble about ; but Mr. Brewer inter- 
rupted me ; he did not mean his leg, but, be hesitated, 
and with reluctance, as if he wished to avoid speaking 
of it outright, added, his mind. I did not comprehend 
him, and, from his hesitation and delicacy, imagined 
that he was alluding to the lover's heart ; but he cleared 
the matter up, and to my no small surprise, by telling 
me that, some time before he left Smyrna, " Poor M." 
had shown such strong marks of aberration of intellect, 
that his friends liad deemed it advisable to put him under 
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the charge of a brother missionary and send him home, 
and that they hoped great benefit from travel and change 
of scene. I was surprised, and by no means elevated 
in my own conceit, when I found that I had been made 
the confidant of a crazy man. Mr. Hill, not knowing 
of any particular intimacy between us, and probably 
not wishing to publish his misfortune unnecessarily, had 
not given me the slightest intimation of it, and I had 
not discovered it. I had considered his communication 
to me strange, and his general conduct not less so, but 
I had no idea that it was anything more than the ordi- 
nary derangement which every man is said to labour 
under when in love. I then told Mr. Brewer my story, 
and the commission with which I was intrusted, which 
he said was perfectly characteristic, his malady being 
a sort of monomania on the subject of the tender pas- 
sion ; and every particle of interest which I might nev- 
ertheless have taken in the afiair, in connecting his de- 
rangement in some way with the lady in question, was 
destroyed by the volatile direction of his passion, some- 
times to one object and sometimes with another ; and 
in regard to the lady to whom I was accredited, he had 
never shown any peuQhant toward her in particular, and 
must have given me her name because it happened to 
be the first that suggested itself at the moment of his 
unburdening himself to me. Fortunately, I had not ex- 
posed myself by any demonstrations in behalf of my 
friend, so I quietly dropped him. On leaving Mr. 
Brewer I suggested a doubt whether I could be regarded 
as an acquaintance upon the introduction of a crazy 
man ; but we had gone so far that it was decided, for 
that specific purpose, to admit his sanity. I should not 
mention these particulars if there was any possibiHty of 
their ever wounding the feelings of him to whom they 



d by Google 



IM INCIDBNT8 OF TRAVEL. 

refer ; bat he is now beyond the reach either of calumny 
or praise, for about a year after I heard, with great 
regret, that his malady bad increased, accompanied with 
a general .derangement of health; and, shortly after his 
return home, he died. 

My intercourse with the Franks was confined prin- 
cipally to my own countrymen, whose houses were open 
to me at all times ; and I cannot help mentionihg the 
name of Mr. Van Lennup, the Dutch consul, the great 
friend of the missionaries in the Levant, who had been 
two years resident in the United States, and was inti- 
mately acquainted with many of my friends at home. 
Society in Smyrna is purely mercantile; and having 
been so long out of the way of it, it was actually grate- 
ful to me once more to hear men talking with all their 
souls about cotton, stocks, exchanges, and other topics 
of interest, in the literal meaning of the word. Some- 
times loungiftg in a merchant's counting-room, I took 
up an American paper, and heard Boston, and New- 
York, and Baltimore, and cotton, and opium, and freight, 
and quarter per <;ent. less bandied about, until I almost 
fancied myself at home ; and when this became too 
severe I had a resource with the missionaries, gentle- 
manly and well-educated men, well acquainted with 
the countries and the places worth visiting, with just 
the books I wanted, and, I had almost said, the wives ; 
I mean with wives always glad to see a countryman, 
and to talk about home. There is something exceed- 
ingly interesting in a missionary's wife. A soldier's 
is more so, for she follows him to danger and, perhaps, 
to death ; but glory waits him if he falls, and while she 
weeps she is proud. Before I went abroad the only 
missionary I ever knew I despised, for I believed him 
to be a canting hypocrite ; but I saw much of them 
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abroad, and made many wann friends among them ; 
and, I repeat it, there is something exceedingly inte»* 
esting in a missionary's wife. She who had been cher- 
ished as a plant that the winds must not breathe on too 
rudely, recovers from the shock of a separation from 
ber friends to find herself in a land of barbarians, where 
her loud cry of distress can never reach their ears. 
New ties twine round her heart, and the tender and 
helpless girl changes her very nature, and becomes the 
staff and support of the man. In his hours of despond 
ency she raises his drooping spirits ; she bathes his 
aching head ; she smooths his pillow of sickness ; and, 
after months of wearisome silence, I have entered her 
dwelling, and her heart instinctively told her that I was 
from the same land. I have been welcomed as a 
brother ; answered her hurried, and anxious, and eaget 
questions ; and sometimes, when I have known aHy of 
her friends at home, I have •been for a moment more 
than recompensed for all the toils and privations of a 
traveller in the East. I have left her dwelling bur- 
dened with remenabrances to friend* whom she will 
perhaps never see again. I bore a letter to a father, 
which was opened by a widowed mother. Where I 
could, I have discharged every promise to a missiona- 
ry's wife ; but I have some yet undischarged which I 
rank jamong the sacred obligations of my life. It is 
true, the path of the missionary is not strewed with 
roses ; but often, in leaving his house at night, and fol- 
lowing my guide with a lantern through the narrow 
streets of a Turkish city, I have run over the troubles 
incident to every condition of life, not forgetting those 
of a traveller, and have taken to whistling, and, as I 
stumbled into the gate of an old convent, have mur* 
Vol. L— R 
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mured inTolantapily^ *' After all, these missionaries are 
happy fellows." 

Every stranger, upon his arrival in Smyrna, is intro- 
duced at the casino. I went there the first time to a 
concert. It is a large building, erected by a club of 
merchants, with a suite of rooms on the lower floor, 
,billiards, cards, reading and sitting room, and a ball 
room above covering the whole. The concert was 
•given in the ballroom, and, from what I had seen in the 
Mreets, I expected an extraordinary display of beauty ; 
:but I was much disappointed. The company consisted 
.only of the aristocracy or higher mercantile classes, the 
families of the gentlemen composing the club, and ex- 
,cluded the Greek and Smyrniote women, among whom 
is found a great portion of the beauty of the place. A 
patent of nobility in Smyrna, as in our own city, is 
founded upon the time since the possessor gave up 
selling goods, or the number of consignments he re- 
ceives in the course of a year. The casino, by-the-way, 
is a very aristocratic institution, and sometimes knotty 
questions occur ip its management. Captains of mer- 
chant vessels are not admitted. A man came out as 
owner of a vessel and cargo, and also master : quere^ 
could he be admitted ? His consignee said yes ; but 
the majority, not being interested in the sales of his 
cargo, went for a strict construction, and excluded him. 

The population of Smyrna, pi:ofessing three distinct 
religions, observe three different Sabbaths ; the Mo- 
hammedans Friday, the Jews Saturday, and the Chris- 
tians Sunday, so that there are only four days in the 
.week in which all the shops and bazars are open to- 
gether, and there are so many fete days that these are 
much broken in upon. The most perfect toleration pre- 
vails, and the religious festivals of the Greeks often ter- 
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minate in midnight orgies which debase and degrade* 
the Christian in the eyes of the pious Mussuhnan. 

On Saturday morning I was roused from my bed by 
a loud cry and the tramp of a crowd through the street. 
I ran to my window, and saw a Greek tearing down 
the street at full speed, and another after him with a 
drawn yataghan in his hand ; the latter gained ground 
at every step, and, just as he turned the comer, stabbed 
the first in the back. He returned with the bloody 
poniard in his hand, followed by the crowd, and rushed 
into a little Greek drinking-shop next door to my hotel. 
There was ir loud noise and scuiBing inside, and pres- 
ently I saw him pitched out headlong into the street, 
and the door closed upon him. In a phrensy of passion 
he rushed back, and drove his yataghan with all his 
force into the door, stamped against it with his feet, and 
battered it with stones ; unable to force it open, he sat 
ctown on the opposite side of the street, occasionally re- 
newing his attack upon the door, talking violently with 
those inside, and sometimes the whole crowd laughing 
loud, at the answers from within. Nobody attempted 
to interfere. Giusseppi, my host, said it was only a 
row among the Greeks. The Greek kept the street in 
an uproar for more than an hour, when he was secured 
and taken into custody. 

After dinner, under the escort of a merchant, a Jew 
from Trieste residing at the same hotel, I visited the 
Jews' quarter. The Jews of Smyrna are the descend- 
ants of that unhappy people who were driven out from 
Spain by the bloody persecutions of Ferdinand and 
Isabel; they still talk Spanish in their families; and 
though comparatively secure, now, as ever, they live 
the victims of tyranny and oppression, ever toiling and 
accumulating, and ever fearing to exhibit the fruits of 
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tbeir industry, lest they should excite the cupidity of fi 
rapacious master. Their quarter is by far the most mis- 
erable in Smyrna, and within its narrow limits are con- 
gregated more than tea thousand of " the accursed peo- 
ple." It was with great difficulty that I avoided wound- 
ing the feelings of my companion by remarking its fil- 
thy and disgusting appearance ; and wishing to remove 
my unfaToiirable impression by introducing me to some 
of the best families first, he was obliged to drag me 
through the whole range of ite narrow and dirty streets 
From the external appearance of the tottering houses, 
I did not expect anything better within ; and, out of re- 
gard to his feelings, was reaUy sorry that I had accepted 
his offer to visit his people ; but with the first house I 
entered I was most agreeably disappointed. Ascending 
outside by a tottering staircase to the second story, 
within was not only neatness and comfort, but positive 
luxury. At one end of a spacious room was a raised 
platform opening upon a large latticed window, covered 
with rich rugs and divans along the wall. The master 
of the house was taking his afternoon siesta, and while 
we were waiting for him I expressed to my gratified 
companion my surprise and pleasure at the unexpected 
appearance of the interior. In a few minutes the mas- 
ter entered, and received us with the greatest hospitality 
and kindness. He was about thirty, with the high 
square cap of black felt, without any rim or border, 
long silk gown tied with a sash around the waist, a 
strongly-marked Jewish face, and amiable expression 
In the house of the Israelite the welcome is the same 
as in that of the Turk ; and seating himself, our host 
clapped his hands together, and a boy entered with cof- 
fee and pipes. After a little conversation he clapped 
l»is hands again ; and hearing a clatter of wooden shoes. 
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I turned my head and saw a little girl coming across 
the room, mounted on high wooden sabots almost like 
stilts, who stepped up the platform, and with quite a 
womanly air took her seat on the divan. I looked at 
her, and thought her a pert, forward little miss, and was 
about asking her how old she was, when my companion 
told me she was our host's wife. I checked mysplf, 
but in a moment felt more than ever tempted to ask 
the same question ; and, upon inquiring, learned that 
she had attained the respectable age of thirteen, and 
had been then two years a wife. Our host told us that 
she had cost him a great deal of money, and the expense 
consisted in the outlay necessary for procuring a divorce 
from another wife. He did not like the other one at 
all ; his father had married him to her, and he had great 
difficulty in prevailing on his father to go to the expense 
of getting him freed. This wife was also provided by 
his father, and he did not like her much at first ; he had 
never seen her till the day of marriage, but now he be<- 
gan to like her very well, though she cost him a great 
deal for ornaments. All this time we were looking at 
her, and she, with a perfectly composed expression, was 
listening to the conversation as my companion interpret- 
ed it, and following with her eyes the different speakers. 
I was particularly struck with the cool, imperturbable 
expression of her face, and could not help thinking 
that, on the subject of likings and dislikings, young as 
she was, she might have some curious notions of her 
own ; and since we had fallen into this little disquisition 
on family matters, and thinking that he had gone so far 
himself that I might waive delicacy, I asked him wheth- 
er she liked him ; he answered^ in that easy tone of 
confidence of which no idea can be given in words, " oh 
yes ;" and when I intimated a doubt, he told me I might 
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ask herself. But I forbore, and did not ask h^, and 
so lost the opportunity of learning fcom both sidoff the 
practical operation of matches made by parents. Our 
host sustained them; the plan sayed a great deal oi 
trouble, and wear and tear of spirit ; prudent parents al- 
ways selected such as were likely to suit esch other; 
and being thrown together very young, they insensibly 
assimilated in tastes and habits ; he admitted that he 
had naissed it the first time, but he had hit it the second, 
and allowed that the system would work much better if 
the cost of procuring a divorce was not so great. With 
the highest respect, and a pressing inritaticHi to come 
again, seconded by his wife, I took my leave of the self* 
satisfied Israelite. 

From tins we went into several other houses, in all of 
which the interior beUed, in the same manner, their ex* 
ternal appearance. I do not say that they were gorge- 
ous or magnificent, but they were clean, comfortable, 
and striking by their oriental style of architecture and 
furniture ; and being their Sabbath, the women were in 
their best attire, with their heads, necks, and wrists 
adorned with a profusion of gold and silver ornaments. 
Several of the houses had libraries, with old Hebrew 
books, in which an old rabbi was reading or sometimes 
instructing children. In the last house a son was going 
through his days of mourning on the death of his father. 
He was lying in the middle of the floor, with his black 
cap on, and covered with a long black cloak. Twenty 
or thirty friends were sitting on the floor around him, 
who had come in to condole with him. When we en- 
tered, neither he nor any of his friends took any notice 
of us, except to make ro<»n on the floor. We sat down 
with them. It was growing dark, and the light broke 
dimly through the latticed windows upon the dusky 



d by Google 



RAMBLB8 IN AMTAllA. 199 

figures of the mourning Israelites ; and there they sat, 
with stem visages and long beards, the feeble remnant 
of a fallen people, under scorn and contumely, and per* 
secution and oppression, holding on to the traditions re- 
ceived from their fathers, practising in the privacy of 
their houses the same rites as when the priests bore 
aloft the ark of the covenant, and out of the very dust 
in which they lie still looking for the restoration of their 
tenaporal kingdom. In a room adjoining sat the widow. 
of die deceased, with a group of women around her, all 
perfectly silent ; and they too took no notice of us either 
when we entered or when we went away. 

The next day the shops were shut, and the streets 
again thronged as on the day of my arrival. I went to 
church at the English chapel attached to the residence 
of the British consul, and heard a sermon from a Ger* 
man missionary. I dined at one o'clock, and, in com- 
pany with mine host of the Pension Suisse, and a mer- 
chant of Smyrna resident there, worked my way up 
the hill through the heart of the Turks' quarter to the 
old castle standing alone and in ruins on its summit. 
We rested a little while at the foot of the castle, and 
looked over the city and the tops of the minarets upon 
the beautiful bay, and descending in the rear of the 
castle, we came to the ri^er Meles winding through a 
deep valley at the foot of the hill. This stream was 
celebrated in Grecian poetry three thousand years ago. 
It was the pride of the ancient Smyrneans, once washed 
the walls of the ancient city, and tradition says that on 
its banks the nymph Critheis gave birth to Homer. 
We followed it in its winding course down the valley, 
murmuring among evergreens. Over it in two places 
were the ruins of aqueducts which carried water to the 
old city, and in one or two places it turns an overshot 
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mill. On each side, at intenrals along its banks, were 
oriental summer-houses^ with verandahs, and balconies, 
and latticed windows. Approaching the caravan bridge 
we met straggling parties, and by degrees fell into a 
crowd of people, Franks, Europeans of every nation, 
Greeks, Turks, and Armenians, in all their striking 
costumes, sitting on benches under the shade of noble 
old sycamores, or on the grass, or on the river's brink, 
pnd moving among them were Turks cleanly dressed, 
with trays of refreshments, ices, and sherbet. There 
was an unusual collection of Greek and Smymiote 
women, and an extraordinary display of beauty ; none 
of them wore hats, but the Greek women a light gauze 
turban, and the Smyrniotes a small piece of red cloth, 
worked with gold, secured on the top of the head by the 
folds of the hair, with a long tassel hanging down from 
it Opposite, and in striking contrast, the great Turk- 
ish burying-ground, with its thick grove of gloomy cy- 
press, approached the bank of the river. I crossed over 
and entered the burying-ground, and penetrated the 
grove of funereal trees ; all around were the graves of 
the dead; thousands and tens of thousands who but 
yesterday were Hke the gay crowd I saw flitting through 
the trees, were sleeping under my feet. Over some of 
the graves the earth was still fresh, and they who lay in 
them were already forgotten; but no, they were not 
forgotten; woman's love still remembered them, for 
Turkish women, with long white shawls wrapped around 
their faces, were planting over them myrtle and flowers, 
believing that they were paying an acceptable tribute to 
the souls of the dead. I left the burying-ground and 
plunged once more among the crowd. It may be that 
memory paints these scenes brighter than they were ; 
but, if that does not deceive me, I never saw at Paris or 
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Yienna so gay and beautiful a scene, so rich in landscape 
and scenery, in variety of costiune, and in beauty of 
female form and feature. 

We left the caravan bridge early to visit the Arme- 
nian quarter^ this being the best day for seeing them 
collectively at home ; and I had not passed through the 
first street of their beautiful quarter before I was forci- 
bly struck with the appearance of a people different from 
any I had yet seen in the East. The Armenians are one 
of the oldest nations of the civilized world, and, amid all 
the revolutions of barbarian war and despotism, have 
maintained themselves as a cultivated people. From the 
time when their iirst chieftain fled from Babylon, his na- 
tive place, to escape from the tyranny of Belus, king of 
Assyria, this warlike people, occupying a mountainous 
country near the sources of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
battl^ the Assyrians, Medes, the Persians, Macedoni- 
ans, and Arabians, until their country was depopulated 
by the shah of Persia. Less than two millions are all 
that now remain of that once powerful people. Com- 
merce has scattered them, like the Israelites, among all 
the principal nations of Europe and Asia, and every- 
where they have preserved their stern integrity and up- 
rightness of character. The Armenian merchant is now 
known in every quarter of the globe, and everywhere 
distinguished by superior cultivation, honesty, and man- 
ners. As early as the fourth century the Armenians 
embraced Christianity ; they never had any sympathy 
with, and always disliked and avoided, the Greek Chris- 
tianSf and constantly resisted the endeavours of the 
popes to bring them within the Catholic pale. Their 
doctrine differs from that of the orthodox chiefly in theii 
admitting only one nature in Christ, and believing the 
Holy Spirit to issue from the Father alone. Their first 
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kbode, llount Ararat, is even at the present day the cen- 
tra' of their religious and political union. They are dis- 
tinguished by a patriarchal simplicity in their domestic 
niftlBers ; and it was the beautiful exhibition of this trait 
. in their character that struck me on^ntering their quarter 
«t Smyrna* In style and appearance their quarter is su- 
perior to any in Smyrna ; their streets are broad and 
clean; their houses large, in good order, and well 
painted; oriental in their style of architecture, with 
large balconies and latticed windows, and spacious 
halls running through the centre, floored with small 
black and white stones laid in the form of stars and 
other fanciful devices, and leading to large gardens in 
the rear, ornamented with trees, vines, shrubs, and 
flowers, then in full bloom and beauty. All along the 
streets the doors of the houses were thrown wide open, 
and the old Armenian *^ Knickerbockers" were sitting 
outside or in the doorway, in their flowing robes, grave 
and sedate, with long pipes and large amber mouth- ^ 
pieces, talking with their neighbours, while the youn- 
ger members were distributed along the hall or strolling 
through the garden, and children climbing the trees and 
arbours. It was a fete day for the whole neighbour- 
hood. All was social, and cheerful, and beautiful, with- 
out being gay or noisy, and all was open to the observa 
tion of every passer-by. My companion, an old resi- 
dent of Smyrna, stopped with me at the house of a large 
banker, whose whole family, with several neighbours, 
young and old, were assembled in the hall. 

In the street the Armenian ladies observe the Turk 
ish custom of wearing the shawl tied around the face 
so that it is difficult to see their features, though I had 
often admired the dignity and grace of their walk, and 
)heir propriety of manners ] but in the house there waa 
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a perfect absence of all concealment ; and I h^fe seldom 
seen more interesting persons than the whole gronp ef 
Armenian ladies, and particularly the young Armenian 
girls. They were ;Bot so dark, and wanted the bttid, 
daring beauty oi the Greek, but altogetker were far 
more attractive. The great charm of their appearance 
was an exceeding modesty, united with affability and 
elegance of manner; in fact, there w|is a calm and 
quiet loveliness about them that would have made any 
one of them dangerous to be shut up alone with, i. e-, 
if a man could talk with her without an interpreter. 
This was one of the occasions when I numbered among 
the pains of life the confusion of tongues. But, notwith* 
standing this, the whole scene was beautiful ; and, with 
all the simplicity of a Dutchman's fireside, the style of 
the house, the pebbled hall, the garden, th# foliage, and 
the oriental costumes, threw a charm around it which 
now, while I write, comes over me again. 



CHAPTER XL 

An American OriginaL—Moral Changes in Torkey.—Wonden of Stean 
Navigation.— The March of Mind.— Ciaseic Localities*— Sestoa and Aby- 
dos.— Seeds of Pestilence. 

On my return from Ephesus I heard of the arrival in 
Smyrna of two American travellers, father and son, 
from Egypt ; and the same day, at Mr. Langdon's, I 
met the father. Dr. N. of Mississippi. The doctor had 
made a long and interesting tour in Egypt and the Holy 
Land, interrupted, however, by a severe attack of oph- 
thalmia on the Nile, from which he had not yet recover- 
ed, and a narrow escape from the plague at Cairo. He 
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I abovt fifty-five, of a stroi^, actiye, and inqmiiiig mind ; 
and the circumstances' ivbich had brought him to that 
distant country were so peculiar, that I cannot help men- 
tioning them. He had passed all his Ufe on the banks ot 
the Mississippi, and for many years had busied himself 
with speculations in regard to the creation of the world. 
Year liter year he had watched the deposites and the for- 
mation of soil on the banks of the Mississippi, had visited 
every mound and mountain indicating any peculiar geo- 
Ic^cal formation, and, unable to find any data to satisfy 
him, he started from his plantation directly for the banks 
of the Nile. He possessed all the warm, high-toned 
feelings of the Southerner, but a thorough contempt for 
the usages of society and everything like polish of man- 
ners. He came to New- York and embarked for Havre* 
He had never been even to New- York before ; was ut- 
terly ignorant of any language but his own ; despised all 
foreigners, and detested their ** jabber." He worked bis 
way to Marseilles with the intention of embarking for 
Alexandria, but was taken sick, and retraced his steps 
directly to his plantation on the Mississippi. Recover- 
ing, he again set out for the Nile the next year, accom- 
panied by his son, a young man of about twenty-three, 
acquainted with foreign languages, and competent to 
profit by foreign travel. This lime he was more suc- 
cessful, and, when I saw him, he had rambled over the 
Pyramids and explored the ruined temples of Egypt. 
The result of his observations had been to fortify his pre- 
conceived notions, that the age of this world far exceeds 
six thousand years. Indeed, he was firmly persuaded 
that some of the temples of the Nile were built more 
than six thousand years ago. He had sent on to Smyrna 
enormous boxes of earth and stones, to be shipped to 
America, and was particularly curious on the subject ol 
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trees, haring examined and satisfied himself as to the 
age of the olive-trees in the Gai^en of Gethsemane and 
the cedars of Lebanon. I accompanied him to his ho* 
tel, where I was introduced to his son ; and I must not 
forget another member of this party, who is, perhaps, 
already known to some of my readers by the name of 
Paolo Nuozzo, or, more familiarly, Paul. This worthy 
individual had been travelling on the Nile with two Hun^ 
garian counts, who discharged him, or whom he dis- 
charged (for they differed as to the fact), at Cairo. Dr. 
N. and his son were in want, and Paul entered their 
service as dragoman and superintendent of another man, 
who, they said, was wovth a dozen of Paul. I have a 
very imperfect recdlection of my first interview with 
this original. Indeed, I hardly remember him at all until 
my arrival at Constantinople, and have only an indistinct 
impression of a dark, surly-looking, mustached man fol- 
lowing at the heels of Dr. N., and giving crusty answers 
in horrible English. 

Before my visit to Ephesus I had talked with a Prus- 
sian baron of going up by land to Constantinople, but 
on my return I found myself attacked with a recur- 
rence of an old malady, and determined to wait for the 
steamboat. The day before I left Smyrna, accom- 
panied by Mr. O. Langdon, I went out to Boujac to dine 
with Mr. Stylh. The great beauty of Smyrna is its 
surrounding country. Within a few miles there are 
three villages, Bournabat, Boujac, Snd Sediguey, oc- 
cupied by Franks, of which Boujac is the favourite. 
The Franks are always looking to the time of going 
out to their country houses, and consider their resi- 
dences in their villages the most agreeable part of their 
year ; and, from what I saw of it, nothing can be more 
agreeable. Not more than half of them had yet moved 
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out, but after dinner we went round and visited all who 
were there. They are all well acquainted, and, living 
in a strange and barbarous country, are drawn closer 
together than they would be in their own. Every even- 
ing there is a reunion at some of their houses, and 
there is among them an absence of all unnecessary form 
and ceremony, without which there can be no perfect 
enjoyment of the true pleasures of social intercourse. 
These villages, too, are endeared to them as places 
of refuge during the repeated and prolonged visitations 
of the plague, the merchant going into the city every 
inoming and returning at night, and during the whole 
continuance of the disease avoiding to touch any mem- 
ber of his family. The whole region of country around 
their villages is beautiful in landscape and scenery, pro- 
ducing the choicest flowers and fruits ; the fig-tree par- 
ticularly growing with a luxuriance unknown in any 
other part of the world. But the whole of this beauti- 
ful region lies waste and uncultivated, although, if the 
government could be relied on, holding out, by reason 
of its fertility, its climate, and its facility of access, 
particularly now by means of steamboats, far greater 
inducements to European emigration than any portion 
of our own country. I will not impose upon the reader 
my speculations on this subject; my notes are bur- 
dened with them ; but, in my opinion, the Old World 
is in process of regeneration, and at this moment offer^ 
greater opportunities for enterprise than the New. 

On Monday, accompanied by Dr. N. and his son and 
Paolo Nuozzo, I embarked on board the steamboat Maria 
Dorothea for Constantinople ; and here follows another 
letter, and the last, dated from the capital of the Eastern 
empire.. 
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Constaniinople, May — , 1835. 

My dear ***** 
Oh you who hope one day to roami in Eastern lands, 
to bend yQ^^cijyious eyes upon the people warmed by 
the risingrsuiSy'iJi^ijft^quic^^ all things are chan- 

ging. You wWjia^r^ J)ored over the story of the Turk ; 
who have dreami^aicilr him as a gloomy enthusiast, ha- 
ling, spuming, and slaying all who do not believe and 
call upon the Prophet; 

*' One of that saintly, murderons brood, . ^ 

To carnage and the Koran given, 
Who think through unbelievers' blood ^ 

Lies their directest path to Heaven ;" 

come quickly, for that description of Turk is passing 
away. The day has gone by when the haughty Mus- 
sulman spurned and persecuted the " Christian dog.** 
A few years since it would have beien at peril of a 
man's life to appear in many parts of Turkey in a 
European dress ; but now the European is looked upon, 
not only as a creature fit to live, but as a man to be re- 
spected. The sultan himself, the great head of the na- 
tion and the religion, the vicegerent of God upon earth, 
has taken off the turban, and all the officers of govern- 
ment have followed his example. The army wears a 
bastard European uniform, and the great study of the 
sultan is to introduce European customs. Thanks to 
the infirmities of human nature, many of these customs 
have begun to insinuate themselves. The pious fol- 
lower of the Prophet has dared to raise the winecup 
to his lips ; and in many instances, at the peril of losing 
his paradise of houris, has given himself up to strong 
drink. Time was when the word of a Turk was sacred 
as a precept of the Koran ; now he can no more be relied 
upon than a Jew or a Christian. He has fallen with 
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great facility into lying, cheating, and drinking, and if 
the earnest efforts to change him are attended with suc- 
cess, perhaps we may soon add stealing and having but 
one wife. And all this change, this mighty fall, is as- 
cribed by the Europeans here to the destruction of the 
janisaries, a band of men dangerous to government, 
brave, turbulent, and bloody, but of indomitable pride ; 
who were above doing little things, and who gave a high 
tone to the character of the whole people. If I was not 
bent upon a gallop, and could stop for the jogtrot of an 
argument, I would say that the destruction of the jani- 
saries is a mere incidental circumstance, and that the 
true cause is — steam navigation. Do not laugh, but 
listen. The Turks' have ever been a proud people, 
possessing a sort of peacock pride, an extravagantly 
good opinion of themselves, and a superlative contempt 
for all the rest of the world. Heretofore they Have had 
comparatively little intercourse with Europeans, con- 
sequently but little opportunity of making compari- 
sons, and consequently, again, but little means of dis- 
covering their own inferiority. But lately things have 
changed; the universal peace in Europe and the in- 
troduction of steamboats into the Mediterranean have 
brought the Europeans and the Turks comparatively 
close together. It seems to me that the effect of steam- 
boats here has as yet hardly begun to be felt. There 
are but few of them, indifferent boats, constantly getting 
out of order, and running so irregularly that no reliance 
can be placed upon them. But still their effects are 
felt, their convenience is acknowledged ; and, so far as 
my knowledge extends, they have never been intro- 
duced anywhere yet without multiplying in numbers, 
and driving all other vessels off the water. Now the 
Mediterranean is admirably suited to the use of steam- 
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ooats; indeed, the whole of these inland waters, the 
Mediterranean, the Adriatic, the Archipelago, the Dar- 
danelles, the Sea of Marmora, the Bosphoras, and th« 
Black Sea, from the Straits of Gibraltar to the Sea of 
Azoff, offer every facility that can be desired for steam 
navigation ; and when we consider that the most inter- 
esting cities in the world are on the shores of these wa- 
ters, I cannot but believe that in a very few years they 
will be, to a certain extent, covered with steamboats. 
At all events, I have no doubt that in two or three years 
you will be able to go from Paris to Constantinople in 
fifteen or twenty days ; and, when that time comes, it 
will throw such numbers of Europeans into the East as 
will have a sensible effect upon the manners and cus- 
toms of the people. These eastern countries will be 
invaded by all classes of people, travellers, merchants, 
and mechanics, gentlemen of elegant leisure, and black- 
smiths, shoemakers, tinkers, and tailors, nay, even man- 
tuamakers, milliners, and bkndboxes, the last being an 
incident to civilized life as yet unknown in Turkey. In- 
deed, wonderful as the effects of steamboats have been 
under our own eyes, we are yet to see them far more 
wonderful in bringing into close alUance, commercial 
and social, people from distant countries, of different 
languages and habits ; in removing national prejudices, 
and in breaking down the great characteristic distinc- 
tions of nations. Nous verrons, twenty years hence, 
what steamboats will have done in this part of the 
world ! 

But, in standing up for steamboats, I must not fail in 
doing justice to the grand signior. His highness hi(s 
Bot always slept upon a bed of roses. He had to thank 
the petticoats of a female slave for saving his life when 
a boy, and he had hardly got upon his throne before he 
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found that be should have a hard task to keep it. It lay 
between him and the janisaries. In spite of them and of 
the general prejudices of the people, he determined to 
organize an army according to European tactics. He 
staked his throne and his head upon the issue ; and it 
was not until he had been pushed to the desperate ex- 
pedient of unfurling the sacred standard of the Prophet, 
parading it through the streets of Constantinople, and 
calling upon all good Mussulmans to rally round it ; in 
short, it was not until the dead bodies of thirty thousand 
janisaries were floating down the Bosphorus, that he 
found himself the master in his own dominions. Since 
that time, either because he is fond of new things, or 
because he really sees farther than those around him, 
be is constantly endeavouring to introduce European 
improvements. For this purpose he invites talent, par- 
ticularly mechanical and military, from every country, 
and has now around him Europeans among his most 
prominent men, and directing nearly all his public works. 

The Turks are a sufficiently intelligent people, and 
cannot help feeling the superiority of strangers. Prob- 
ably the immediate effect may be to make them prone 
rather to catch the faults and vices than the virtues of 
Europeans ; but afterward better things will come ; they 
will fall into our better ways ; and perhaps, though that 
is almost more than we dare hope for, they will embrace 
a better religion. 

But, however this may bfe, or whatever may be the 
cause, all ye who would see the Turk of Mohammed; the 
Turk who swept the plains of Asia, who leaned upon 
his bloody sword before the walls of Vienna, and threat- 
ened the destruction of Christendom in Europe ; the 
Turk of the turban, and the pipe, and the seraglio, come 
quickly, for he is becoming ^aotber man* A little loi^- 
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er, aiul the great characteristic distinctions will be bro- 
ken down ; the long pipe, the handsome pipe-bearer, and 
the amber mouthpiece are gone, and oh, death to all 
that is beautiful in Eastern romance, the walls of the 
seraglio are prostrated, the doors of the harem thrown 
open, the black eunuch and the veiled woman are no 
more seen, while the honest Turk trudges home from a 
quiet tea-party stripped of his retinue of fair ones, with 
his one and only wife tucked under his arm, his head 
drooping between his shoulders, taking a lecture from 
his better half for an involuntary sigh to the good old 
days that are gone. And oh you who turn up your 
aristocratic noses ^t such parvenues as Mohammed and 
the Turks ; who would go back to those distant ages 
which time covers with its dim and twilight glories, 

** When the world was fresh and young. 
And the great deluge still had left it green ;" 

you who come piping-hot from college, your brains 
teeming with recollections of the heroic ages; who 
would climb Mount Ida, to sit in council with the gods, 
con^e quickly, also, for all things are changing. A 
steamboat — shade of Hector, Ajax, and Agamemnon, 
forgive the sins of the day — an Austrian steamboat is 
now splashing the island-studded iEgean, and paddling 
the classic waters of the Hellespont. Oh ye princes and 
heroes who armed for the Trojan war, and covered these 
waters with your thousand ships, with what pious horror 
must you look down from your blessed abodes upon the 
impious modern monster of the deep, which strips the 
tall mast of its flowing canvass, renders unnecessary the 
propitiation of the gods, and flounders on its way in spite 
of wind and weather ! 

A new and unaccountable respect for the classics 
almost made me scorn the newfangled conveyance, 
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though much to tlie comfort of wayfaring men ; bat sun- 
dry recollections of Greek caiques, and also an appre- 
hension that there might be those yet living who had 
heard me in early days speak anything but respectfully 
ot Homer, suggested to me that one man could not 
stem the current of the tinies, and that it was better for 
a humble individual like myself to float with the tide. 
This idea, too, of currents and tides made me think 
better of Priiic&.Metternich and his steamboat; and 
smothering, as well as I could, my senise of shame, I 
sneaked on board the Maria Dorothea for a race to Con- 
stantinople. Join me, now, in this rac« ; and if your 
tieart does fiot break at going by at the rate of eight or 
teii miles an hour, I will whip you over a piece of the 
most classic ground consecrated in history, mythology, 
Pf poetry, and in less time than ever the swiftfooted 
Achillas pould have travelled it. At eleven o'clock on 
a bright sunny day the Maria Dorothea turned her back 
upon the city and beautiful bay of Smyrna ; in about two 
hours passed ihe harbour of Vourla, then used as a quar- 
antine station, the yellow plague flag floating in the city 
and among the shipping ; and toward dark, turning the 
point of the gulf, came upon my old acquaintance Foggi, 
J^e little harbour into which J hjad been twice driven by 
adve^'S^ winds. My Greek friend happened to be on 
board^ and; in the honesty of his heart, congratulated 
jne upon being tbis time independent of the elements, 
fyithout see^iin^ to c^e a fig whether he profaned the 
piemory of his ance3tors in travelling by so unclassical 
9 .conveyance. If he takes i| so coolly, thought I, what 
is it to me ? they are his relations, not mine. In ibe 
evening we wer^ moving close to the Island of Mytilene, 
the ancient Lesbos, the country of Sappho, Alcaeus, and 
Terpander^ fanoed for the excellence of its wine and the 
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beauty of its women, and pre-eminently distinguished 
for dissipation and debauchery, the fatal plague flag now 
floating mournfully over its walls, marking it as the 
abode of pestilence and death. 

Early in the morning I found myself opposite the 
promontory of Lectum, now Cape Baba, separating the 
ancient Troas from iEolia; a little to the right, but 
hardly visible, were the ruins of Assos, where the apos- 
tles stopped to take in Paul ; a little farther the ruins of 
Alexandria Troas, one of the many cities founded by 
Alexander during his conquests in Asia ; to the left, at 
some distance in the sea, is the Island of Lemnos, in 
the songs of the poets overshadowed by the lofty Olym- 
pus, the island that received Vulcan after he was kicked 
out of heaven by Jupiter. A little farther, nearer the 
land, is the Island of Tenedos, the ancient Leucophrys, 
where Paris first landed after carrying off Helen, and 
behind which the Greeks withdrew their fleet when 
they pretended to have abandoned the siege of Troy. 
Still farther, on the mainland, is the promontory of Si- 
gaeum, where the Scamander empties into the sea, and 
near which were fought the principal of Homer's battles. 
A little farther — but hold, stop the engine ! If there be 
a spot of classic ground on earth in which the historical, 
and the poetical, and the fabulous are so beautifully 
blended together that we would not separate them even 
to discover the truth, it is before us now. Extending 
for a great distance along the shore, and back as far as 
the eye can reach, under the purest sky that ever over- 
shadowed the earth, lies a rich and beautiful plain, and 
it is the plain of Troy, the battle-ground of heroes. 
Oh field of glory and of blood, little does he know, that 
surly Turk who is now lazily following his plough over 
thy surface, that every blade of thy grass could tell of 
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heroic deeds, the shock of armies, the meeting of war* 
chariots, the crashing of armour, the swift flight, the 
hot pursuit, the shouts of victors, add the groans of the 
dying. Beyond it, towering to the heavens, is a lofty 
mountain, and it is Mount Ida, on whose top Paris ad- 
judged the golden apple to the goddess of beauty, and 
paved the way for those calamities which brought on 
the ten years' siege, and laid in ruins the ancient city 
of Priam. Two«mall streams, taking their rise from 
the mountain of the gods, join each other in the middle 
of the plain ; Scamander and Simois, whose waters 
once washed the walls of the ancient city of Dardanus ; 
and that small, confused, and shapeless mass of ruins, 
that beautiful sky and the songs of Homer, are all that 
remain to tell tfs that " Troy was." Close to the sea, 
and rising like mountains above the plain, are two im- 
mense mounds of earth ; they are the tombs of Ajax 
and Achilles, Shades of departed hepoes, fain would 
we stop and pay the tribute which we justly owe, but 
we are hurried past by an engine of a hundred hoirae 
power. 

Onward, still onward ! We have reached the ancient 
Hellespont, the Dardanelles of the Turks, famed as the 
narrow water that, divides Europe fitiai*Asia, for the 
beauties that adorn lis banks, and for its great Turkish 
fortifications. Three mile Jrwide at the mouth, it becomes 
gradually narrower, until, in the narrowest part, the na- 
tives of Europe and Asia can talk together from the 
opposite sides. For sixty miles (its whole length) it 
presents a continued succession of new beauties, and in 
the hands of Europeans, particularly English, improved 
as country seats, would make one of the loveliest coun- 
tries in the world. I had just time to reflect that it was 
melancholy, and seemed inexplicable, that this and other 
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of the fairest portions of the earth should be in the hands 
of the Turks, who neither improve it themselves nor 
allow others to do so. At three o'clock we arrived at the 
Dardanelles, a little Turkish town in the narrowest and 
most beautiful part of the straits ; a strong fort with enor- 
mous cannon stands frowning on each side. These are 
the terrible fortifications of Mohammed 11., the keys of 
Constantinople. The guns are enormous ; of one in par- 
ticular, the muzzle is two feet three inches in diameter ; 
but, wiUi Turkish ingenuity, they are so placed as to be 
discharged when a ship is directly opposite. If the ship 
is not disabled by the first fire, and does not choose to 
go back and take another, she is safe. At every mo- 
ment a new picture presents itself ; a new fort, a new 
villa, or the ruins of an ancient city. A naked point 
. on the European side, so ugly compared with all around 
It as to attract particular attention, projects into the 
strait, and here are the ruins of Sestos ; here Xerxes 
built his bridge of boats to carry over his millions to the 
conquest of Greece ; and here, when he returned with 
the wreck of his army, defeated and disgraced, found 
bis bridge destroyed by a tempest, and, in his rage, or- 
dered the chains to be thrown into the sea and the 
waves to be lashed with rods. From this point, too, 
Leander swam the Hellespont for love of Hero, and 
Lord Byron and Mr. Ekenhead for fun. Nearly oppo- 
site, close to a Turkish fort, are the ruins of Abydos. 
Here Xerxes, and Leander, and Lord Byron, and Mr, 
Ekenhead landed. 

Our voyage is drawing to a close. At Gallipoli, a large 
Turkish town handsomely situated at the mouth of the : 
Dardanelles, we took on board the Turkish governor, 
with bis pipe-bearer and train of attendants, escorted by 
thirty or forty boats, containing three or four hundred 



d by Google 



216 INCIDSNT8 or TRATBL. 

people, his mightiness taking a deck passage. Toward 
evening we were entering the Sea of Marmora, the an- 
cient Propontis, like one of our small lakes, and I again 
went to sleep lulled by the music of a high-pressure en- 
gine. At daylight we were approaching Constantinople ; 
twelve miles this side, on the bank of the Sea of Marmo- 
ra, is the village of St. Stephano, the residence of Com- 
modore Porter. Here the domes and minarets of the an- 
cient city, with their golden points and glittering cres- 
cents, began to appear in sight. High above the rest 
towered the mosque of Sultan Achmet and the beautiful 
dome of St. Sophia, the ancient Christian church, but 
now, for nearly four hundred years, closed against the 
Christians' feet. We approach the walls and pass a 
range of gloomy turrets ; there are the Seven Towers, 
prisons, portals of the grave, whose mysteries few live to . 
publish : the bowstring and the sea reveal no secrets. 
That palace, with its blinded windows and its superb 
garden, surrounded by a triple range of walls, is the 
far-famed seraglio ; there beauty lingers in a splendid 
cage, and, lolling on her rich divan, sighs for the hum- 
West lot and freedom. In front, that narrow water, a 
thousand caiques shooting through it like arrows, and 
its beautiful banks covered with high palaces and gar- 
dens in the oriental style, is the Thracian Bosphorus. 
We float around the walls of the seraglio, enter the 
Golden Horn, and before us, with its thousand mosques 
and its myriad of minarets, their golden points glittering 
in the sun, is the Roman city of Constantinople, the 
Thracian Byzantium, the Stamboul of the Turks ; the 
city which, more than all others, excites the imagination 
and interests the feelings ; once dividing with Rome 
the empire of the world ; built by a Christian emperor 
and consecrated as a Christian city^ a ^* burning and a 
* 
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shining light" in a season of uniTorsal darkness, all at 
once lost to the ciTilized world ; falling into the hands 
Vf a strange and fanatic people, the gloomy foUowers 
of a successful soldier ; a city which, for nearly four 
centuries, has sat with its gates closed in sullen dis- 
trust and haughty defiance of strangers ; which once 
sent forth large and terrible armies, burning, slay- 
ing, and destroying, shaking the hearts of princes and 
people, now lying like a fallen giant, huge, unwieldy, 
and helpless, ready to fall into the hands of the first in- 
vader, and dragging out a precarious and ignoble ex- 
istence but by the mercy or policy of the great Chris- 
tian powers. The morning sun, now striking upon its 
domes and minarets, covers it, as it were, with burnished 
gold; a beautiful verdure surrounds it, and pure waters 
wash it on every side. Can this beautiful city, rich with 
the choicest gifts of Heaven, be pre-eminently the abode 
of pestilence and death ? where a man carries about with 
him the seeds of disease to all whom he holds dear? if he 
extend the hand of welcome to a friend, if he embrace his 
child or rub against a stranger, the friend, and the child, 
and the stranger follow him to the grave ? where, year 
after year, the angel of death stalks through the streets, 
and thousands and tens of thousands look him calmly in 
the face, and murmuring " Allah, Allah, God is merci- 
ful," with a fatal trust in the Prophet, lie down and die? 
We enter the city, and these questions are quickly an- 
swered. A lazy, lounging, and filthy popjalation ; beg- 
gars basking in the sun, and dogs licking their sores ; 
streets never cleaned but by the winds and rains; im- 
mense burying-grounds all over the city ; tombstones at 
the corners of the streets ; graves gaping ready to throw 
out their half-buried dead, the whole approaching to one 
vast charnel-house, dispel all illusions and remove all 
Vol I.— T 
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doubts, and we are ready to ask ourselres if it be poiT- 
sible that, in such a place, health can ever dwell. We 
wonder that it should ever, for the briefest moment, be * 
free from that dreadful scourge which comes with every 
summer's sun and strews its streets with dead. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Mr. ChurchUl.— Commodore Porter.— Castle of the Seven Towera.— The 
Sultan's Naval Architect— Launch of the Great Ship.— Svltan Mah- 
moud.— Jubilate.— A National Grievance.— Visit to a Mosque. — The 
Burial-grounds. 

There is a good chance for an enterprising Connecti- 
cut man to set up a hotel in Constantinople. The 
reader will see that I have travelled with my eyes open, 
jand^I trust this shrewd observation on entering the city of 
the Caesars will be considered characteristic and Amer- 
ican. Paul was at home in Pera, and conducted us to 
the Hotel d'ltalia, which was so full that we could not 
get admission, and so vile a place that we were not sorry 
for it. We then went to Madame Josephine's, a sort of 
private boarding-house, but excellent of its kind. We 
found there a collection of travellers, English, French, 
German, and Russian, and the dinner was particularly 
social ; but Dr. N. Was so disgusted with the clatter of 
foreign tongues, that he left the table with the first 
cowrse, and swore he would not stay there another day. 
We tsried to persuade him. I reminded him that there 
was anv£^glishman among them, but this only made 
him worse; he hated an Englishman, and wondered 
how I, as an American, could talk with one as I had 
^th him. In short, he was resolved, and had Paul 
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running about every street in Pera looking for rooms. 
Notwithstanding his impracticabilities as a traveller, I 
Uked the doctor, and determined to follow him, and be- 
fore breakfast the next morning we were installed in a 
suite of rooms in the third story of a house opposite the 
old palace of the British ambassador. 

For two or three days I was iiors du combat^ and 
put myself under the hands of Dr. Zohrab, an Armenian, 
educated at Edinburgh, whom I cordially recommend 
both for his kindness and medical skill. On going out, 
one of my first visits was to my banker, Mr. Churchill, 
a gentleman whose name has since rung throughout 
Europe, and who at one time seemed likely to be the 
cause of plunging the whole civilized world into a war. 
He was then living in Sedikuey, on the site of the an- 
cient Chalcedon, in Asia; and I have seldom been more 
shocked than by reading in a newspaper, while in the 
lazaretto at Malta, that, having accidentally shot a 
Turkish boy with a fowling-piece, he had been seized 
by the Turks, and, in defiance of treaties, hastinadeed 
till he was almost dead. I had seen the infliction of 
that horrible punishment; and, besides the physical 
pain, there was a sense of the indignity that roused 
every feeling. I could well imagine the ferocious 
spirit with which the Turks would stand around and 
see a Christian scourged. The civilized world owes a 
deep debt of gratitude to the English government for 
the uncompromising stand taken in this matter with the 
sultan, and the firmness with which it insisted on, and 
obtained, the most ample redress for Mr. ChurchiH^ and 
atonement for the insult o£fered to all Chriittetidom in 
his person. 

My companions and myself had received several in- 
vitations from Commodore Porter, and, accompanied by 
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Mr. Dwighty one of our American missionaries, to whom 
I am under particular obligations for bis kindness, early 
in tbe morning we took a caique with three athletic 
Turks, and, after a beautiful row, part of it from the se- 
raglio point to the SoTon Towers, a distance of fiye 
miles, being close under the walls of the city, in two 
hours reached the commodore's residence at St. Ste- 
phano, twelve miles from Constantinople, on the bor- 
ders of the Sea of Marmora. The situation is beauti- 
ful, abounding in fruit-trees, among which are some fig* 
trees of the largest size ; and the commodore was then 
engaged in building a large additi(»i to his house. It 
will be remembered that Commodore Porter was the 
first enToy ever sent by the United States' government 
to the Sublime Porte. He had formerly Uved at Bu- 
jrukdere, on the Bosphorus, with the other members of 
the diplomatic corps; but his salary as charge being 
inadequate to sustain a becoming style, he had with- 
drawn to this place. I had never seen Commodore 
Porter before. I afterward passed a month with him 
in the lazaretto at Malta, and I trust he will not con- 
sider me presuming when I say that our acquaintance 
ripened into friendship. He is entirely diflferent from 
the idea I had formed of him ; small, dark, weather- 
beaten, much broken in health, and remarkably mild 
and quiet in his manners. His eye is his best fea- 
ture, though even that does not indicate the desperate 
hardihood of character which he has exhibited on so 
many occasions. Perhaps I ought not to say so, but 
he seemed ill at ease in his position, and I could not 
but think that he ought still to be standing in the front 
rank of that service he so highly honoured. He spoke 
with great bitterness of the Foxardo affair, and gave 
me an account of an interesting interview between 
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General Jackson and himself on his recall from South 
America. General Jackson wished him to resume his 
rank in the navy, but he answered that he would never 
accept service with men who had suspended him for 
doing what, they said in their sentence of condemnation, 
was done ** to sustain the honour of the American flag." 

At the primitive hour of one we sat down to a regular 
family dinner. We were all Americans. The commo- 
dore's sister, who was living with him, presided, and we 
looked out on the Sea of Marmora and talked of home. 
I cannot describe tfae satisfaction of these meetings of 
Americans so far from their own country. I have often 
experienced it most powerfully in the houses of the 
missionaries in the East. Besides having, in many in- 
stances, the same acquaintances, we had all the same 
habits and ways of thinking; their articles of furniture 
were famiUar to me, and there was scarcely a house in 
which I did not find ah article unknown except among 
Americans, a Boston rocking-chair. 

We talked over the subject of our difficulties with 
France, then under discussion in the Chamber of Dep- 
uties, and I remember that Commodore Porter was 
strong in the opinion that the bill paying the debt would 
pass. Before rising from table, the commodore's jani- 
sary came down from Constantinople, with papers and 
letters just arrived by the courier from Paris. He told 
me that I should have the honour of breaking the seals, 
and I took out the paper so well known all over Eu- 
rope, *^ Galignani's Messenger/' and had the satisfaction 
of reading aloud, in confirmation of the commodore's 
opinion, that the bill for paying the American claims 
had passed the Chamber of. Deputies by a large ma- 
jority. 

About four o'clock we embarked in our caique, to re- 
T2 
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turn to Constantinq)1e. In an hour Mr. D. and I land- 
ed at the foot of the Seven Towers, and few things in 




Cftstle of the Seven Towers. , 

this ancient city interested me more than my walk 
.around its walls. We followed them the whole extent 
on the land side, fiR)m the^Sea of Marmora to the Golden 
Jl^rn.- T^ey consist of a triple range, with five gates, 
the principal of which is the Cannon Gate, through 
which Mohammed II. made his* triumphal entry into the 
Ghrisfian city." • They have not been repaired since the 
city ^11 i»to the hands of the Turks, and are the same 
yf^a&B which j»FOCured for it the proud name of the '' well- 
defended city ;" to a great extent, they are the same 
walls which the first Constantino built and the last Con- 
stantine died in defending. Time has laid his ruining 
hand upon them, and they are everywhere weak and 
decaying, and would fall at once before the thunder of 
modem war. The moat and foss6 have alike lost their 
warlike character, and bloom and blossom ^ith the vine 
and fig-tree. Beyond, hardly less interesting than the 
venerable walls, and extending as far as the eye can 
reach, is one continued burying-ground, with thousands 
and tens of thousands of turbaned headstones, shaded by 
thick groves of the mourning cypress. Opposite the 
Damascus Gate is an elevated enclosure, disconnected 
from all around, containing five headstones in a row, 
over the bodies of Ali Pacha, the rebel chief of Yanina, 
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and his four sons* The fatal mark of death by the 
bowstring is conspicuous on the tombs, as a warning to 
rebels that they cannot escape the sure yengeance of 
the Porte. It was toward the sunset of a beautiful 
evening, and all Stamboul was out among the tombs. 
At dark we reached the Golden Horn, crossed over in 
a caique, and in a few minutes were in Pera. 

The next day I took a caique at Tophana, and went 
up to the shipyards at the head of the Golden Horn to 
Tisit Mr. Rhodes, to whom I had a letter from a firiend in 
Smyrna. Mr. Rhodes is a naUve of Long Island, but 
from his boyhood a resident of this city, and I take great 
pleasure in saying that he is an hon«i|r to our state and 
country. The reader will remember that, sonde yeati^ 
ago, Mr. Eckford, one of our most prominent^ citizens, 
under a pressure of public and domestic- calamities, left 
his native city. He sailed from 2Cew-York in a beautii- 
ful corvette, its destination unknown, and came to an- 
chor under the walls of the seraglio in the harbour of 
Constantinople. The sultan saw her, admired her, and 
bought her ; and I saw her ^ riding like a thing of life" 
on the waters of the Golden Horn, a model of beauty. 

The fame of his skill, and the beautiful specimen he 
carried out with him, reccmmiended Mr. Eckford to the 
sultan as a fit instrument to build up the character of 
the Ottoman^navy ; and afterward, when his full value 
became known, the sultan remarked of him that Amer- 
ica must be a great nation if she could spare from her 
service such a man. Had he lived, even in the decline 
of life he would have made for himself a reputation in 
that distant quarter of the globe equal to that he had left 
behind him, and doubtless would have reaped the at- 
tendant pecuniary reward. Mr. Rhodes went our as 
Mr. Eckford's foreman, and on his death the task'of com^ 
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pleting his employer's work devolved on him. It could 
not have fallen upon a better man. From a journey- 
man shipbuilder, all at once Mr. Rhodes found himself 
brought into close relations with the seraskier pacha, 
the reis effendi,<the grand vizier, and the sukan himself; 
but his good sense never deserted him. He was then 
preparing for the launch of the great ship ; the longest, 
as he said, and he knew the dimeasions of every ship 
that floated, in the world. I accompanied him over the 
ship and through the yards, and it was with no small 
degree of interest that I viewed a townsman, an entire 
stranger in the country, by his skill alone standing at 
the head of the great naval establishment of the sultan. 
He was dressed in a blue roundabout jacket, without 
whiskers or mustache, and, except that he wore the 
tarbouch, was thorough American in his appearance 
and manners, while his dragoman was constantly by 
his side, communicating his orders to hundreds of mus- 
tached Turks, and in the same breath he was talking 
with me of shipbuilders in New- York, and people and 
things most familiar in our native city. Mr. Rhodes 
knows and cares but little for things that do not imme- 
diately concern him ; his whole thoughts are of his busi- 
ness, and in that he possesses an ambition and industry 
worthy of all praise. As an instance of his discretion, 
particularly proper in the service of that suspicious and 
despotic government, I may mention that, while stand- 
ing near the ship and remarking a piece of cloth stretch- 
ed across her stem, I asked him her name, and he told 
me he did not know ; that it was painted on her stem, 
and his dragoman knew, but he had never looked un- 
der, that he might not be able to answer when asked. 
I have seldom met a countryman abroad with whom I 
was more pleased, and at parting he put himself on a 
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pinnacle in my estimation by telling me that, if I came 
to the yard ttie next day at one, I would see the sultan ! 
There was no man living whom I had a greater curios- 
ity to see. At twelve o'clock I was at the yard, but 
the sultan did not come. I went again, and his highness 
had come two hours before the time ; had accompanied 
Mr. Rhodes over the ship, and left the yard less than 
five minutes before my arrival ; his caique was still ly* 
ing at the little dock, his attendants were carrying trays 
of refreshments to a shooting-ground in the rear, and 
two black eunuchs belonging to the seraglio, hand-^ 
somely dressed in long black cbaks of fine pelisse 
cloth, with gold-headed canes and rings on their fin- 
gers, were still lingering about the ship, their effemi- 
nate faces and musical voices at once betraying their 
neutral character. 

The next was the day of the launch ; and early in the 
morning, in the suite of Commodore Porter, I went on 
board an old steamer provided by the sultan expressly for 
the use of Mr. Rhodes's American friends. The waters 
of the Golden Horn were already covered ; thousands 
of caiques, with their high sharp points, were cutting 
through it, or resting like gulls upon its surface ; and 
there were ships with the still proud banner of the 
crescent, and strangers with the flags of every nation in 
Christendom, and sailboats, longboats, and rowboats, am- 
bassadors' barges, and caiques of effendis, beys, and 
pachas, with red silk flags streaming in the wind, while 
countless thousands were assembled on the banks to 
behold the extraordinary spectacle of an American ship, 
the largest in the world, launched in the harbour of old 
Stamboul. The sultan was then living at his beautiful 
palace at Sweet Waters, and was obliged to pass by 
our boat; he had made a great affair of the launch; 
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had invited all the diplomatic corps, and, through the 
' reis effendi, particularly requested the presence of Com- 
modore Porter ; had stationed his harem on the oppo- 
site side of the river; and as I saw prepared for himself 
near the ship a tent of scarlet cloth trimmed with gold, 
I expected to see him appear in all the pomp and splen- 
dour of the greatest potentate on earth. I had already 
seen enough to convince me that the days of Eastern 
magnificence had gone by, or that the gorgeous scenes 
which my imagination had always connected with the 
East had never existed ; but still I could not divest 
myself of the lingering idea of the power and splendour 
of the sultan. His commanding style to his own sub- 
jects : " I command^you, , my slave, that you bring 

the head of , my slave, and lay it at my feet ;" and 

then his lofty tone with foreign powers : " I, who am, 
by ihe infinite grace of the great, just, and all-powerful 
Creator, and the abundance of the miracles of the 
chief of his prophets, emperor of powerful emperors ; 
refuge of sovereigns ; distributor of crowns to the kings 
of the earth ; keeper of the two very holy cities (Mecca 
and Medina) ;- governor of the holy city of Jerusalem ; 
master <lf £urC(p«^ Asia, and Africa, conquered with 
our victorious sword and our terrible lance ; lord of two 
seas (Black and Wlntp) ; of Damascus, the odour of 
' Paradise ;. of BagdalA, the seat of the califs ; of the for- 
tresses of Belgtade, Agra, and a multitude of coun- 
tries, isles, straits, people, generations, and of so many 
victorious armies who repose under the shade of our 
Sublime Porte. I,^ in short, who am the shadow of God 
upon eartW I was rolling these things through my 
mind when a murmur, " the sultan is coming," turned 
me to the side of the boat, and one view dispelled all 
■roy gorgeous fancies. There was no style, no state • 
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a citizen king, a republican president, or a democratic 
governor, could not have made a more unpretending ap- 
pearance than did this " shadow of God upon earth.* 
He was seated in the bottom of a large caique, dressed 
in the miUtary frockcoat and red tarbouch, with his long 
black beard, the only mark of a Turk about him, and he 
moved slowly along the vacant space cleared for his 
passage, boats with the flags of every nation, and thou-, 
sands of caiques falling back, and the eyes of the im-f 
mense multitude earnestly fixed upon him, but without 
any shouts or acclamations; and when he landed at the 
little dock, and his great officers bowed to the dust be- 
fore him, he looked the plainest, mildest, kindest man 
among them. I had wished to see^him as a wholesale 
murderer, who had more blood upon his hands than 
any man living; who had slaughtered the janisaries, 
drenched the plains of Greece, to say nothing of bastina- 
does, impalements, cutting off heads, and tying up in 
sacks, which are taking place every moment ; but I will 
not believe that Sultan Mahmoud finds any pleasure 
in shedding blood. Dire necessity, or, as he himself 
would say, fate, has ever been driving^ him on. I look 
upon him as one of the most interesting characters upon 
earth ; as the creature of drcumstances, made bloody 
and cruel by the necessities of his position. I look at 
his past life and at that which is ye% in store for him, 
through all the stormy scenes he is to paiss until he 
completes his unhappy destiny, the last of a powerful 
and once-dreaded race, bearded by those who once 
crouched at the footstool of his ancestors, goaded by 
rebellious vassals, conscious that he is g5ing a down- 
ward road, and yet unable to resist the impulse that 
drives him on. Like the strong man encompassed with 
a net, he finds no avenue of escape, and cannot break 
through it. 
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The seraskier pacha and other principal officers es- 
corted him to his tent, and now all the interest which 
I had taken in the sultan was transferred to Mr. Rhodes. 
He had great anxiety about the launch, and many diffi- 
culties to contend with : first, in the Turks' jealousy of a 
i»tranger, which obliged him to keep constantly on the 
watch lest some of his ropes should be cut or fastenings 
knocked away ; and he had another Turkish prejudice 
to struggle against: the day had been fixed twice 
before, but the astronomers found an unfortunate con- 
junction of the stars, and it was postpcxied, and even then 
the stars were unpropitious ; but Mr. Rhodes had in- 
sisted that the work had gone so far that it could not be 
stopped. And, besides these, he had another great dif- 
ficulty in his ignorance of their language. WiUi more 
than a thousand men under him, all his orders had to 
pass through interpreters, and often, too, the most 
prompt action was necessary, and the least mistake 
might prore fatal. Fortunately, he was protected from 
treachery by the kindness of Mr. Churchill and Dr. 
Zohidh, one of whom stood on the bow and the other in 
the stem of the ship, and through whom every order 
was transmitted in Turkish. Probably none there felt 
the same interest that we did ; for the flags of the bar- 
barian and every nation in Christendom were waving 
around us, and at that distance from home the enter- 
prise of a single citizen enlisted the warmest feelings 
of every American. We watched theship with as keen 
an interest as if our own honour and success in life de- 
pended upon her movements. For a long time she 
remained peffectly quiet. At length she moved, slowly 
and ahnost imperceptibly; and then, as if conscious 
that the eyes of an immense multitude were on her, and 
that the honour of a distant nation was in some measure 
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1^ Stake, she marched proudly to the water, plunged in 
with a force that ahnost buried her, and, rising like a 
huge leTiathan, parted the foaming wares with her bow, 
and rode triumphantly upon them. Even Mussulman 
indifiference was disturbed; all petty jealousies were 
hushed ; the whole immense mass was roused into ad* 
miration ; loud and long-continued shouts of applause 
rose with one accord from Turks and Christians, and 
the sultan was so transported that he jumped up and 
clapped his hands like a schoolboy. 

Mr. Rhodes's triumph was complete ; the sultan called 
him to his tent, and with his own hands fixed on the 
lappel of his coat a gold medal set in diamonds, repre* 
senting the launching of a ship. Mr. Rhodes has at- 
tained among strangers the mark of every honourable 
man's ambition, the head of his profession. He has 
put upon the water what Commodore Porter calls the 
finest ship that ever floated, and has a right to be proud 
of his position and prospects under the ^ shade of the 
Sublime Porte." The sultan wishes to confer upon 
him the title of chief naral constructor, and ta furnish 
him with a house and a caique with four oars. In com- 
pliment to his highness, who detests a hat, Mr. Rhodes 
wears the tarbouch ; but he declines all offices and 
honours, and anything that may tend to fix him as a 
Turkish subject, and looks to return and enjoy in his 
own country and amcmg his own people the fruits of 
his honourable labours. If the good wishes of a friend 
can avail him, he will soon return to our city rich with 
the profits of untiring industry, and an honourable tes^ 
timony to his countrymen of the success of American 
skill and enterprise abroad. 

To go back a moment. All day the great ship lay in 
the middle of the Golden Horn, while perhaps more 
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than a hundred thousand Turks shot round her in their 
little caiques, looking up from the surface of the water 
to her lofty deck ; and in Pera, wherever I went, per- 
haps because I was an American, the only thing I heard 
of was the American ship. Proud of the admiration ex- 
cited so far from home by this noble specimen of the 
skill of an American citizen, I unburden myself of a 
long-smothered subject of complamt against my country. 
I cry out with a loud voice for reform^ not in the hack- 
neyed sense of petty politicians, but by a liberal and en- 
larged expenditure of public money ; by increasing the 
outfits and salaries of our foreign ambassadors and minis- 
ters. We claim to be rich, free from debt, and abundant 
in resources, and yet every American abroad is struck 
with a feeling of mortification at the inability of his rep- 
resentative to take that position in social life to which 
the character of his country entitles him. We may talk 
of republican simplicity as we will, but there are certain 
usages of society and certain appendages of rank which, 
though they may be unmeaning and worthless, are sanc- 
tioned, if not by the wisdom, at least by the practice of 
all civilized countries. We have committed a fatal er- 
ror since the time when Franklin appeared at the court 
of France in a plain citizen's dress ; everywhere our 
representative conforms to the etiquette of the court to 
which he is accredited, and it is too late to go back and 
begin anew ; and now, unless our representative is rich 
and willing to expend his own fortune for the honour 
of the nation, he is obliged to withdraw from the circles 
and position in which he has a right and ought to move, 
or to move in them on an inferior footing, under an ac- 
knowledgment of inability to appear as an equal. 

And again : our whole consular system is radically 
wrong, disreputable, and injurious to our character and 
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interests. While other nations consider the support of 
their consuls a part of the expenses of their govern- 
ment, we suffer ourselves to be represented by mer- 
chants, v^hose pecuniary interests are mixed up with 
all the local and political questions that affect the place, 
and who are under a strong inducement to make their 
office subservient to their commercial relations. I make 
no imputations against any of them. I could not if I 
would, for I do not know an American merchant holding 
the office who is not a respectable man ; but the repre- 
sentative of our country ought to be the representative 
of our country only ; removed from any distracting or 
conflicting interests, standing like a watchman to protect 
the honour of his nation and the rights of her citizens. 
And more than this, all over the Mediterranean there are 
ports where commerce presents no inducements to the 
American merchant, and there the office falls into the 
hands of the natives ; and at this day the American arms 
are blazoned on the doors, and the American flag is wa- 
ving over the houses, of Greeks, Italians, Jews, and 
Arabs, and all the mongrel population of that inland sea; 
and in the ports under the dominion of Turkey particular- 
ly, the office is coveted as a means of protecting the hold 
er against the liabilities to his own government, and of 
revenue by selling that protection to others. I will not 
mention them by name, for I bear them no ill will per- 
sonally, and I have received kindness from most of the 
petty vagabonds who live under the folds of the Ameri- 
can flag ; but the consuls at Gendoa and Algiers are a 
disgrace to the American name. Congress has lately 
turned its attention to this subject, and will, before long, 
I hope, effect a complete change in the character of our 
consular department, and give it the respectability which 
it wants ; the only remedy is by following the example 
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of other natioiis, in fixing salaries to the office^^ and for- 
bidding the holders to engage in trade. Besides the lead- 
ing inducements to this change, there is a seccmdary con- 
sideration, which, in my eyes, is toot without its yalne, 
in that it would famish a valaable school of in8tracti<n 
for our young men. The offices would be sought by 
such. A thousand or fifteen hundred dollars a year 
would maintain them respectably in most of the ports of 
the Mediterranean, and young men resident in those 
places, living upon salaries, and not obliged to engage 
in commerce, would employ their leisure hours in ac- 
quiring the language of the country, in communicating 
with the interior, and among them would return upon 
us an accumulation of knowledge far more than repay- 
ing us for all the expense of supporting them abroad. 

Doubtless the reader expects other things in Ccn- 
stantinople ; but all things are changing. The day has 
gone by when the Christian could not cross the threshold 
of a mosque and live. Even the sacred mosque of St. 
Sophia, the ancient Christian church, so long closed 
against the Christians' feet, now, upon great occasions, 
again opens its Aoors to the descendants of its Christian 
builders. One of these great occasions happened while 
I was there. The sultan gave a firman to the French 
ambassador, under which all the European residents 
and travellers visited it. Unfortunately, I was unwell, 
and could not go out that day, and was obliged after- 
ward to content myself with walking around its walls, 
with uplifted eyes and a heavy heart, admiring the glit- 
tering crescent and thinking of the prostrate cross. 

But no traveller can leave Constantinople without 
having seen the interior of a mosque ; and accordingly, 
under the guidance of Mustapha, the janisary of the 
British consul, I visited the mosque of Sultan Sulimai^ 
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next in point of beaiity tothaf of 6t. Sophia, though 
far inferior in historical interest. At an early hour we 
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Mosque of Sultan Suliman. 

crossed the Golden Horn to old Stamboul ; threaded our 
way through its narrow and intricate streets to an emi- 
nence near the seraskier pacha's tower; entered by a 
fine gateway into a large courtyard, more than a thou- 
sand feet square, handsomely paved and ornamented 
with noble trees, and enclosed by a high wall ; passed 
a marble fountain of clear and abundant water, where, 
one after another, the faithful stopped to make their 
ablutions ; entered a large colonnade, consisting of gran- 
ite and marble pillars of every form and style, the plun- 
der of ancient temples, worked in without much regard 
to architectural fitness, yet, on the whole, producing a 
fine effect ; pulled off our shoes at the door, and, with 
naked feet and noiseless step, crossed the sacred thresh- 
old of the mosque. Silently we moved among the kneel- 
ing figures of the faithful scattered about in different 
parts of the mosque and engaged in prayer ; paused 
for a moment under the beautiful dome sustained by 
four columns from the Temple of Diana at Ephesus ; 
leaned against a marble pillar which may have support- 
ed, two thousand years ago, the praying figure of a 
worshipper of the great goddess ; gazed at the thousand 
U2 
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small lamps suspended from the lofty c^lisg, each by a 
separate cord, and with a deTout feeting left the mosque. 

In .the rear, almost concealed from view by a thick 
grove of trees, shrubs, and flowers, is a circular building 
about forty feet in diameter, containing the tomb of Su- 
liman, the founder of the mosque, his brother, his fa- 
vourite wife Roxala, and two other wives. The monu- 
ments are in the form of sarcophagi, with pyramidal 
tops, covered with rich Cachmere shawls, having each 
at the head a large white turban, and enclosed by a rail- 
ing covered with mother-of-pearl. The great beauty of 
the sepulchral chamber is its dome, which is highly or- 
namented, and sparkles with brilliants. In one corner 
is a plan of Mecca, the holy temple, and tomb of the 
Prophet. 

In the afternoon I went for the last time to the Arme- 
nian burying-ground. In the East the graveyards are 
the genera] promenades, the places of rendezvous, and 
the lounging-places ; and in Constantinople the Arme- 
nian burying-ground is the most beautiful, and the fa- 
vourite. Situated in the suburbs of Pera, overlooking 
the Bosphorus, shaded by noble palm-trees, almost reg- 
ularly toward evening I found myself sitting upon the 
same tombstone, looking upon the silvery water at my 
feet, studded with palaces, flashing and glittering with 
caiques from the golden palace of the sultan to the se- 
raglio point, and then turned to the animated groups 
thronging the burying-ground; the Armenian in his 
flowing robes, the dashing Greek, the stiflF and out-of- 
place-looking Frank; Turks in their gay and bright 
costume, glittering arms, and solemn beards, enjoying the 
superlative of existence in dozing over their pipe ; and 
women in long white veils, apart under some delightful 
shade, in little picnib parties, eating ices and ccxifection- 
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ary. Here and thefc^ toward the outskirts, was the 
araba, the only wheeled carriage known among the 
Turks, with a long low body, highly carved and gilded, 
drawn by oxen fancifully trimmed with ribands, and 
filled with soft cushions, on which the Turkish and Ar- 
menian ladies almost buried themselves. Instead of 
the cypress, the burying-ground is shaded by noble 
plane-trees; and the tombstones, instead of being up- 
right, are all flat, having at the bead a couple of little 
niches scooped out to hold water, with the beautiful 
idea to induce birds to come there and drink and sing 
among the trees. Their tombstones, too, have another 
mark, which, in a country where men are apt to forget 
who their fathers were, would exclude them even from 
that place where all mortal distinctions are laid low, viz., 
a mark indicating the profession or occupation of the 
deceased ; as, a pair of shears to mark the grave of a 
tailor ; a razor that of a barber ; and on many of them 
was another mark indicating the manner of death, the 
bowstring, or some other mark, showing that the stone 
covered a victim of Turkish cruelty. But all these 
things are well known ; nothing has escaped the prying 
eyes of curious travellers ; and I merely state, for my 
own credit's sake, that I followed the steps of those who 
had gone before me, visited the Sweet Waters, Scutary, 
and Belgrade, the reservoirs, aqueducts, and ruins of 
the palace of Constantine, and saw the dancing der- 
vishes ; rowed up the Bosphorus to Buyukdere, lunched 
under the tree where Godfrey encamped with his gal- 
lant crusaders, and looked out upon the Black Sea from 
the top of the Giant's Mountain. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

VUit to the Slaye-maiket.^Horrors of Slavery.— Departure from Stam- 
bouL— The stormy Euxine.— Odessa.— The Lazaretto.— Rassian Ci- 
vility.— Returning Good for Evil. 

The day before I left Constantinople I went, in 
company with Dr. N. and his son, and attended by 
Paul, to visit the slave-market; crossing over to Stana- 
boul, we picked up a Jew in the bazars, who conducted 
us through a perfect labyrinth of narrow streets to a 
quarter of the city from which it would have been 
utterly impossible for me to extricate myself alone. I 
only know that it was situated on high ground, and 
that we passed through a gateway into a hollow square 
of about a hundred and fifty or two hundred feet on 
each side. It was with no small degree of emotion 
that I entered this celebrated place, where so many 
Christian hearts have trembled; and, before crossing 
the threshold, I ran over in my mind all the romantic 
stories and all the horrible realities that I could remem- 
ber connected with its history : the tears of beauty, 
the pangs of brave men, and so down to the unsenti- 
mental exclamation of Johnson to his new friend Don 
Juan: 

" Yon black eunuch seems to eye us ; 
I wish to God that somebody would buy us.** 

The bazar forms a hollow square, with little cham- 
bers about fifteen feet each way around it, in which the 
slaves belonging to the different dealers are kept. A 
large shed or portico projects in front, under which, 
and in front of each chamber, is a raised platform, with 
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a low railing around it, where the slave-merchant sits 
and gossips, and dozes over his coffee and pipes. I had 
heard so little of this place, and it was so little known 
among Europeans, taking into consideration, moreover, 
that in a season of universal peace the market must be 
without a supply of captives gained in war, that I ex- 
pected to see but a remnant of the ancient tra£Sc, sup- 
posing that I should find but few slaves, and those only 
black ; bat, to my surprise, I found there twenty or thirty 
white women. Bad, horrible as this traffic is under 
any circumstances, to my habits and feelings it loses a 
shade of its- horrors when confined to blacks ; but here 
whites and blacks were exposed together in the same 
bazar. The women were from Circassia and the re- 
giond of the Caucasus, that country so renowned for 
beauty; they were dressed in the Turkish costume, 
with the white shawl wrapped around the mouth and 
chin^ and over the forehead, shading the eyes, so that it 
was difficult to judge with certainty as to their per- 
sonal appearance. Europeans are not permitted to 
purchase, and their visits to this bazar are looked upon 
witli suspicion. If we stopped long opposite a door, it 
was closed upon us ; but I was not easily shaken off, 
and returned so often at odd times, that I succeeded in 
seeing pretty distinctly all that was to be seen. In 
general, the best slaves are not exposed in the bazars^ 
but are kept at the houses of the dealers ; but there was 
one among them not more than seventeen, with a regu- 
lar Circassian face, a brilliantly fair complexion, a mild 
and cheerful expression ; and in the slave-market, under 
the partial disguise of the Turkish shawl, it required no 
great effort of the imagination to make her decidedly 
beautiful. Paul stopped, and with a burst of enthusi- 
asm, the first I had discovered in him, exclaimed, 
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"Quelle beaut^!'* She noticed my repeatedly stop* 
ping before her bazar ; and, when I was myself really 
disposed to be sentimental, instead of droofHng her head 
with the air of a distressed heroine, to my great sur- 
prise she laughed and nodded, and beckoned me to 
come to her. Paul was yery much struck ; and repeat- 
ing his warm expression of admiration at her beauty, 
told me that she wanted me to buy her. Without wait- 
ing for a reply, he went off and inquired the price, 
which was two hundred and fifty dollars; and added 
that he could easily get some Turk to let me buy her 
in his name, and then I could put her on board a ves- 
sel, and carry her where I pleased. I told him it was 
hardly worth while at present ; and he, thinking my 
objection was merely to the person, in all honesty and 
earnestness told me he had been there frequently, and 
never saw anything half so handsome ; adding that, if 1 
let slip this opportunity, I would scarcely have another 
as good, and wound up very significantly by decla- 
ring that, if he was a gentleman, he would not hesitate a 
moment. A gentleman, in the sense in which Paul un- 
derstood the word, is apt to fall into irregular ways in 
the East. Removed from the restraints which operate 
upon men in civilized countries, if he once breaks 
through the trammels of education, he goes all lengths ; 
and it is said to be a matter of general remark, that 
slaves are always worse treated by Europeans than by 
the Turks. The slave-dealers are principally Jews, who 
buy children when young, and, if they have beauty, 
train up the girls in such accomplishments as may fas 
cinate the Turks. Our guide told us that, since the 
Greek revolution, the slave-market had been compara- 
tively deserted ; but, during the whole of that dreadful 
struggle, every day presented new horrors ; new captives 
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were brought in, the men raving and struggling, and 
vainly swearing eternal vengeance against the Turks, 
and die women shrieking distractedly in the agony of a 
separation. After the massacre at Scio, in particular, 
hundreds of young girls, with tears streaming down their 
cheeks, and bursting hearts, were sold to the unhallow- 
ed embraces of the Turks for a few dollars a head. We 
saw nothing of the horrors and atrocities of thii^ celebra- 
ted slave-market. Indeed, except prisoners of war and 
persons captured by Turkish corsairs, the condition of > 
those who now fill the slave-market is not the horrible 
lot that a warm imagination might suppose. They are 
mostly persons in a semibarbarous state ; blacks from 
Sennaar and Abyssinia, or whites from the regions of 
the Caucasus, bought from their parents for a string of 
beads or a shawl; and, in all probabihty, the really 
beautiful girl whom I saw had been sold by parents who 
could not feed or clothe her, who considered themselves 
rid of an encumbrance, and whom she left without re- 
gret ; and she, having left poverty and misery behind 
her, looked to the slave-market as the sole means of 
advancing her fortune ; and, in becoming the favoured 
inmate of a harem, expected to attain a degree of hap- 
piness she "could never have enjoyed at home. 

I intended to go from Constantinople to Egypt, but 
the plague was raging there so violently that it would 
have been foolhardy to attempt it ; and while making 
arrangements with a Tartar to return to Europe on 
horseback across the Balkan, striking the Danube at 
Semlin and Belgrade, a Russian government steamer 
was advertised for Odessa ; and as this mode of travel- 
ling at tliat moment suited my health better, I altered 
my whole plan, and determined to leave the ruined 
countries of the Old World for a land just emerging 
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r from a state of barbarisni, and growing into gigantic 
greatness. With great regret I took leave of Dr. N. 
and his son, who sailed the same day for Smyrna, and 
I have never seen them since. Paul was the last man 
to whom I said farewell. At the moment of starting 
my shirts were brought in dripping wet, and Paul be- 
stowed a malediction upon the Greek while he wrung 
them out and tumbled them into my carpet-bag. I af- 
terward found him at Malta, whence he accompanied 
me* on my tour in Egypt, Arabia Petraea, and die Holy 
Land, by which he is, perhaps, already known to some 
of my readers. 

With my carpet-bag on the shoulders of a Turk, I 
walked for the last time to Tophana. A hundred 
caiquemen gathered around me, but I pushed them all 
back, and kept guard over my carpet-bag, looking out 
for one whom I had been in the habit of employing 
^ ever since my arrival in Constantinople. He soon 
' spied me ; and when he took my luggage and myself 
into his caique, manifested that he knew it was for the 
last time. Having an hour to spare, I directed him to 
row once more under the walls of the seraglio ; and 
still loath to leave, I went on shore and walked around 
the point until I was stopped by a Turkish baycmet. 
The Turk growled, and his mustache curled fiercely 
as he pointed it at me. I had been stopped by French- 
men, Italians, and by a mountain Greek, but found no- 
thing that brings a man to such a dead stand as the 
Turkish bayonet. 

I returned to my caique, and went on board the 
steamer. She was a Russian government vessel, more 
classically called a pyroscaphe, a miserable old thing ; 
and yet as much form and circumstance were observed 
in sending her o£f as in fitting out an exploring expedi- 
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tion. Consuls' and ambassadors' boats were passing 
and repassing, and after an enormous fuss and prepara- 
tion, we started under a salute of cannon, which was 
answered from one of the sultan's frigates. We had 
the usual scene of parting with friends, waving of hand* 
kerchiefs, and so on ; and feeling a little lonely at the 
idea of leaving a city containing a million inhabitants 
without a single friend to bid me Qodspeed, I took my 
place on the quarter-deck, and waved my handkerchief 
to my caiqueman, who, I have no doubt, independent of 
the loss of a few piasters per day, was very soiry to lose 
me ; for we had been so long together, that, in spite of 
our ignorance of each other's language, we understood 
each other perfectly. 

I found on board two Englishmen whom I had met 
at Corfu, and a third, who had joined them at Smyrna, 
going to travel in the Crimea ; our other cabin-passen- 
gers were Mr. Luoif, a Russian officer, an aiddecamp | 
of the emperor, just returned from travels in Egypt and 
Syria; Mr. Perseani, secretary to the Russian legation 
in Greece ; a Greek merchant, with a Russian protec- 
tion, on his way to the Sea of Azoff ; and a French mer- 
chant of Odessa. The tub of a steamboat dashed up 
the Bosphorus at the rate of three miles an hour ; while 
the classic waters, as if indignant at having such a bel- 
lowing, blowing, blustering monster upon their surface, 
seemed to laugh at her unwieldy and ineffectual efforts. 
Slowly we mounted the beautiful strait, lined on the 
European side almost with one continued range of 
houses, exhibiting in every beautiful nook a palace of the 
sultan, and at Terapeia and Buyukdere the palaces of 
tlie foreign ambassadors ; passed the Giant's Mountain, 
and about an hour before dark were entering a new sea, 
the dark and stormy Euzine. 
VoL.1.— X 
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Advancing, the bills became more lofty and rugged, 
terminating on the Thracian side in high rocky preci- 
pices. The shores of this extremity of the Bosphoras 
were once covered with shrines, altars, and temples, 
monuments of the fears or gratitude of mariners who 
were about to leave, or who had escaped, the dangers 
of the inhospitable Euzine ; and the remains of these 
antiquities were so great that a traveller almost in our 
own day describes the coasts as '^ covered by their 
ruins." The casdes on the European and the Asiatic 
side of the strait are supposed to occupy the sites where 
stood, in ancient days, the great temples of Jupiter Se- 
rapis and Jupiter Urius. The Bosphorus opens abrupt- 
ly, without any enlargement at its mouth, between two 
mountains. The parting view of. the strait, or, rather, 
of the coast on each side, was indescribably grand, pre- 
senting a stupendous wall opposed to the great bed of 
waters, as if torn asunder by an earthquake, leaving a 
narrow rent for their escape. On each side, a miser- 
able lantern on the top of a tower, hardly visible at the 
distance of a few miles, is the only light to guide the 
mariner at night; and as there is another opening called 
the false Bosphorus, the entrance is difficult and dan- 
gerous, and many vessels are lost here annually. 
. As the narrow opening closed before me, I felt my- 
self entering a new world ; I was fairly embarked upon 
that wide expanse of water which once, according to 
ancient legends, mingled with the Caspian, and covered 
the great oriental plain of Tartary, and upon which Ja- 
' sofi, with his adventurous Argonauts, having kUled the 
drslgou and carried off the golden fleece from Colchis, 
if those same, legends be true (which some doubt), sailed 
across to the great ocean. I might and should have 
speculated upon the great changes in the face of nature, 
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and the great deluge recorded by Grecian historians and 
poets, which burst the narrow passage of the Thracian 
Bosphorus for the outlet of the mighty waters ; but who 
could philosophize in a steamboat on the Euxine ? Oh 
Fulton ! much as thou hast done for mechanics and the 
useful arts, thy hand has fallen rudely upon all cherished 
associations. We boast of thee ; I have myself been 
proud of thee as an American ; but as I sat at evening 
on the stem of the steamer, and listened to the clatter 
of the engine, and watched the sparks rushing out of 
the high pipes, and remembered that this was on the 
dark and inhospitable Euxine, I wished that thy life had 
begun after mine was ended. I trust I did his memory 
no wrong ; but if I had borne him malice, I could not 
have wished him worse than to ha^ve all his dreams of 
the past disturbed by the clatter of one of his own en- 
gines. 

I turned away from storied associations to a new coun- 
try grown up in our own day. We escaped, and, I am 
obliged to say, without noticing them, the Cyaneae, '' the 
blue Symplegades," or " wandering islands," which, ly- 
ing on the European and Asiatic side, floated about, or^ 
according to Pliny, " were alive, and moved to and fro 
more swiftly than the blast," and in passing through 
which the good ship Argo had a narrow escape, and 
lost the extremity of her stern. History and poetry have 
invested this sea with extraordinary and ideal terrors ; 
but my experience both of the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea was unfortunate for realizing historical and poeti- 
cal accounts. I had known the beautiful Mediterranean 
a sea of storm and sunshine, in which the storm greatly 
predominated. I found the stormy Euxin« calm as an 
untroubled lake ; in fact, the Black Sea is in reality 
nothing more than a lake, not as large as many of our 
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own, receiving the waters of the gtmx rivers of the north : 
the Don, the Cuban, the Phase, the Dneiper, and the 
Danube, and pouring their collected streams through the 
narrow passage of the Bosphorus into the Mediterra^ 
nean. Still, if the number of shipwrecks be any evi* 
dence of its character, it is indeed entitled to its ancient 
reputation of a dangerous sea, though probably these ac« 
cidents proceed, in a great measure, &om the ignorance 
and unskilfulness of inariners, and the want of proper 
charts and of suitable lighthouses at the opening of the 
Bosphorus. At all events, we outblustered the winds 
and waves with our steamboat; passed the Serpent 
Isles, the ancient Leuce, with a roaring that must have 
astonished the departed heroes whose souls, according 
to the ancient poets, were sent there to enjoy perpetual 
paradise, and scared the aquatic birds which every morn- 
ing dipped their wings in the sea, and sprinkled the 
Temple o^ Achilles, and swept with their plumage its 
sacred pavement. 

On the third day we made the low coast of Moldavia 
or Bess Arabia, within a short distance of Odessa, the 
great seaport of Southern Russia. Here, too, there was 
nothing to realize preconceived notions ; for, instead of 
finding a rugged region of eternal snows, we were suf- 
fering under an intensely hot sun when we cast anchor 




Odessa. 

in the harbour of Odessa. The whole Une of the coast 
is low and destitute of trees ; but Odessa is situated on 
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« 

a high bankt and, #ith its beautiful theatre, the ex- t 
change, ihe palace of the governor, &c., did not look / 
like a city which, thirty years ago, consisted only of a 
few fishermen's huts. 

The harbour of Odessa is very much exposed to the 
north and east winds, which often cause great damage 
to the shipping. Many hundred anchors cover the bot- 
tom, which cut the rope cables ; and, the water being 
shallow, vessels^ are often injured by striking oti them. 
An Austrian brig going out, having struck one, sank in 
ten minutes. Th^re are two moles, the quarantine 
mole, in which we came to anchor, being the principal 
Quarantine flags were flying about the harbour, the 
yellow indicating those undergoing purification, and the ■. 
red the fatal presence of the plague. We were pre- 
pared to undergo a vexatious process. At Constanti- 
nople I had heard wretched accounts of the rude treat- 
ment of lazaretto subjects, and the rough, barbarous 
manners of the Russians to travellers, and we had a 
foretaste of the light in which we were to be regarded, 
in the conduct of the health-officer who came alongside. 
He oflisred to take charge of any letters for the- town, 
purify them that night, and deliver them in. the morning ; 
and, according to his directions, we laid them down on 
the deck, where he took them up with a pair of long 
iron tongs, and putting them into an iron box, shut it 
up and rowed off. 

In the morning, having received notice that the proper . 
officers were ready to attend us, we went ashore. We 
landed in separate boats at the end of a long pier, and, 
forgetting our supposed pestiferous influence, were walk- 
ing up toward a crowd of men whom we saw there, when 
their retrograde movements, their gestures, and unin- 
telligible shouts, reminded us of our situation. One of 
X2 
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oar party, in a sort of ecstasy at beiag *on shore, ran 

capering up the docks, putting to flight a group of idWrs, 

and, single-banded, mi^t ha¥e depopulated the city ol 

Odessa, if an ugly soldier with a bayonet had not met 

him in full career and put a stop to his gambols. The 

sddier conducted us to a large building at the upper end 

of the pier; and carefully opening the door, and falling 

back so as to aroid even the wind that might Uow from 

us in his direction, told us to go in. At the other end 

of a large room, divided by two parallel railings, sat ofii* 

cers and clerks to examine our passports and take a 

general account of us. We were at onoe struck with 

the military aspect of things, eyery person connected 

with die establirimient wearing a military uniferm ; and 

now commenced a long process. The first operation 

was to examine our passports, take down our names, 

and make a memorandum of the purposes for which 

we seyerally entered the dominions of the endperor 

and autocrat of all the Russias. We were all called 

up, one after the other, captain, cook, and cabin-boy» 

cabin and deck passengers; and never, perhaps, did 

steamboat pour forth a more motley assemblage than 

we presented. We were Jews, Turks^ and Christians ; 

Russians, Poles, and Germans ; English, French^ and 

Italians; AuatriiiNi, Greeks, and lUyrians; MoldaYiaaSp 

Waliacbtans, Bulgarians, and Sclavonians ; Axn^eniana, 

Georgians, and Africans ; and one Anotericaow I had 

J before remarked •tthe happy facility of the Russians in 

\; acquiring languages, and I saw a striking instance in 

':. the officer wh<k conducted the examination, and who 

\. addressed ev^ry man in his own language with appa- 

: reotly as much facility as though it had been hia native 

; tongue. After the oral commenced a corporeal exami- 

' ; nation* We were ordered one by one into an adjoining 
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room, where, oh the other side of a mling, stood a doc* 
tor, who directed us to open our shirt bosoms, and slap 
our hands smartly under our arms and upon our groins, 
these being the places where the fatal p)ague-ttiarks 
first exhibit themselves. 

This over, we were forthwith marched to the laza- 
retto, escorted by guards and soldiers, who behaved 
very civilly and kept at a respectful distance from us. 
Among our deck passengers were forty or fifty Jews, 
dirty and disgusting objects, just returned from a pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem. An okl man, who seemed to 
be, in a manner, the head of the party, and exceeded 
them aU in rags and filthiness, but was said to be rich, 
in going up to the lazaretto amused us and vexed the 
officers by sitting down on the way, paying no regard 
to them when they urged him on, being perfectly as- 
sured that they would not dare to touch him. Once he 
resolutely refused to move ; they threatened and swore 
at him, but he kept his place until one got a long pde 
and punched him on ahead. 

In this way we entered the lazaretto ; but if it had 
Bot been called by that name, and if we had not looted 
upon it as a place where we were compelled to stay 
for a certain time, nolens volens, we should have con- 
sidered it a beautiful spot. It is situated on high 
ground, within an enclosure of some fifteen or twenty 
acres, overlooking the Black Sea, laid out in lawn and 
gravel walks, and ornamented with ro^ of'aoacia-trees* 
Fronting the sea was a long range of buddings divided 
into separate apartments, each with a liitle courtyard in 
front containing two or three acacias. The director, a 
fine, mihtary-'looking man, with « decoration on his la^ 
pel, met us on horseback within the enclbsure, and 
with great suavity of manner said that he coiild not bid 
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US welcome to a prison, but that we should have the 
privilege of walking at will over the grounds, and visit- 
ing each other, subject only to the attendance of a guar- 
diano ; and that all that could contribute to our comfort 
(should be done for us. 

We then selected our rooms, and underwent another 
personal examination. This was the real touchstone ; 
the first was a mere preliminary observation by a medi- 
cal understrapper ; but this was conducted by a more 
knowing doctor. We were obliged to strip naked ; to 
give up the clothes we pulled off, and put on a flannel 
gown, drawers, and stockings, and a woollen cap provi- 
ded by the government, until our own should be smoked 
and purified. In everything, however, the most scrupu- 
lous regard was paid to our wishes, and a disposition 
was manifested by all to make this rather vexatious pro- 
ceeding as little annoying as possible. The bodily ex- 
amination was as delicate as the nature of the case 
would admit; for the doctor merely opened the door, 
looked in, and went out without taking his hand from 
off the knob. It was none of my business, I know, and 
may be thought impertinent, but, as he closed the door, 
I could not help calling him back to ask him whether 
he held the same inquisition upon the fair sex ; to which 
he* replied with a melancholy upturning of the eyes, 
that in the good old days of Russian barbarism this had 
been part of his duties, but that the march of improve- 
ment had invaded his rights, and given this portion of 
his professional duties to a sagefemm^. 

All our effect^ were then taken to another chamber, 
and arranged on lines, each person superintending the 
disposition of his own^ so as to prevent all confusion, 
and left there to be fumigated with sulphuric acid for 
twenty-four hours. So particular were x\my in fumi- 
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gating ererytbing susceptible of infection, that I was 
obliged to leave there a black riband which I wore 
round nay neck* as a guard to my watch. Toward even^ 
ing the principal director, one of the most gentlemanly 
men I ever met, came round, and with many apologies 
and regrets for his inability to receive us better, re- 
quested us to call upon him freely for anything we 
might want. Not knowing any of us personally, he 
did me the honour to say that he understood there was 
an American in the party, who had been particularly 
recommended to him by a Russian officer and fellow- 
passenger. After*rard came the commissary, or chief 
of the department, and repeated the same compliments, 
and left us with an exalted opinion of Russian polite- 
ness. I had heard horrible accounts of the rough treat- 
ment of travellers in Russia, and I made a note at the 
time, lest after vexations should make me forget it, that 
I had received more politeness and civility from these 
northern barbarians, ai^ they are called by the people of 
the south of Europe, than I ever found amid their 
boasted civilization. 

Having still an hour before dark, I strolled out, fol- 
lowed by my guardiano, to take a more particular sur- 
vey of our prison. In a gravel-walk lined with acacias, 
immediately before the door of my little courtyard, I 
came suddenly upon a lady of about eighteen, whose 
dark hair and eyes I at once recognised as Grecian, 
leading by the hand a little child. I am sure my face 
brightened at the first glimpse of this vision which 
promised to shine upon us in our solitude ; and perhaps 
my satisfaction was made too manifest by my involun- 
tarily moving toward her. But my presumption re- 
ceived a severe and mortifying check ; for though at 
first she merejy crossed to the other side of the walk, 
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she soon forgot all ceremony^ and, fairly dragging the 
child after her, ran over the grass to another walk tc 
avoid me ; my mortification, however, was but tempo- 
rary ; for though, in the first impulse of delight and ad- 
miration, I had forgotten time, place, and circumstance, 
the repulse I had received made me turn to myself, and 
I was glad to find an excuse for the lady's flight in the 
flannel gown and long cap and sUppers, which marked 
me as having just entered upon my season of purifi 
cation. 

I was soon initiated into the routine of lazaretto cere- 
monies and restrictions. By touching a quarantine pa- 
tient,. both parties are subjected to the longest term of 
either; so that if a person, on the last day of his term, 
should come in contact with another just entered, he 
would lose all the benefit of his days of purification, and 
be obliged to wait the full term of the latter. I have 
seen, in various situations in life, a system of operations 
called keeping people at a distance, but I never saw it 
so effectually practised as in quarantine. For this night, 
at least, I had full range. I walked where I pleased, 
and was very sure that every one would keep out of 
my way. During the whole time, however, I could 
not help treasuring up the precipitate flight of the young 
lady ; and I afterward told her, and, I hope, with the 
true spirit of one ready to return good for evil, that if 
she had been in my place, and the days of my purifi 
cation had been almost ended, in spite of plague and 
pestilence she might have rushed into my arms with- 
out my ofiering the least impediment. 

In making the tour of the grounds, I had already an 
opportunity of observing the relation in which men 
stand to each other in Russia. When an oflicer spoke 
to a soldier, the latter stood motionless as a statue, with 
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his head uncoTered during the ivhole of the conference ; 
and when a soldier on guard saw an officer, no matter 
at what distance, he presented arms, and remained in 
that position until the officer was out of sight. Re- 
turning, I passed a grating, through which I saw our 
deck-passengers, forty or fifty in number, including the 
Jewish pilgrims, miserable, dirty-looking objects, turned 
in together for fourteen days, to eat, drink, and sleep 
as best they might, like brutes. With a high idea of 
the politeness of the Russians toward the rich and 
great, or those whom they believed to be so, and with 
a strong impression already received confirming the. 
accounts of the degraded condition of the lower classes, 
I returned to my room, and, with a Frenchman and a 
Greek for my. room-mates, my window opening upon 
the Black Sea, I spent my. first night in quarantine. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The GoBidiano.— Que too raany.^An Excms of XlndoMS.— The last Day 
oC Quarantine.->Mr. Baguet.— Riae of Odessa.— City-making. — Coani 
Wwoiuow.— A Gentleman Faimer.— An American Russian. 

I SHALL pass over briefly the whole of our pratique. 
The next morning I succeeded in getting a room to my- 
self. A- guardiano was assigned to each room^ who took 
his place in the antechamber, and was always in attend- 
ance. These guardianoa Are old soldiers, entitled by 
^e rules of the establishment to so much a day ; but, as 
they always expect a gratuity, their at^ntitn and ser- 
vices are regulated by that expectation* I was exceed- 
ingly fortunate in mine ; he was always ia the ante- 
chamber, cleaning his musket, mending his clothes, or 
stretched on a mattress looking at the wall ; and, when- 
ever I came through with my hat on, without a word he 
put on his belt and followed me ; eAd very «oon, instead 
of regarding him as an encumbrance, I became accus- 
tomed to him, and it was a satisfaction to hive him with 
me. Son^times, in walking for exercise, I moved so 
brisUy thai it tired him to keep up with me ; and then 
I selected a walk where he could sit down and keep his 
eye upon me, while I walked backward and forward be- 
fore him. Besides this, he kept my room in order, set 
my table, carried my notes, brushed my clothes, and 
took better care of me than any servant I ever had. 

Our party consisted of eight, and being subjected to 
the sanvB quarantine, and supposed to have the same 
quantum of infection, we were allowed to visit each 
other ; and every afternoon we met in the yard, walked 
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an hour or t^o, took tea together, and returned to our 
own rooms, where our gHardianos mounted guard in the 
antechamber ; our gates were locked up, and a soldier 
walked outside as sentinel. I was particularly intimate 
with the Russian officer, whom I found one oif the most 
gentlemanly, best educated, and most amiable men I 
ever met. He had served and been wounded in the 
campaign against Poland ; had with him two soldiers, his 
own serfs, who had served under him in that campaign, 
and had accompanied him in his tour in Egypt and 
Syria. He gave me his address at St. Petersburgh, 
and {HTomised me the full benefit of his acquaintaace 
there. I have before spoken of the three Englishmen. 
Two of them I had met at Corfu ; the third joined them 
at Smyrna, and added another proof to the well-estab- 
lished maxinithat three spoil company ; for I soon found 
that they had got together by the ears ; and the new- 
comet having connected himself with one of the others, 
they were anxious to get rid of the third. Many causes 
of offence existed between them ; and though they con- 
tinued to jcpom together, they were merely waiting till 
the end, of our pratique for an opportunity to separate. 
One morning the one who was about being thrown off 
came to my rdom, and told me that he did not care about 
going to the Crimea,'and proposed accompanying me. 
This suited me very well ; it was a long and expensive 
journey, and would cost a mere fraction more for twothan 
for one ; and when the breach was widened past all pos- 
sibility of being healed, the cast-off and myself agreed to 
travel together. I saw much of the secretary of legation, 
and also of the Greek and Frenchman, my room-mates 
for the first night. Indeed, I think I may say that I was 
an object of special interest to all our party. " I was un 
well, and my companions overwhelmed me with pre- 
VoL. I.~Y 
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scriplions and advice ; they brought in their medicine* 
chests ; one assuring me that be had been cured by this, 
another by that, and each wanted me to swallow his own 
favourite medicine, interlarding their advice with anec- 
dotes of whole sets of passengers who had been detained, 
some forty, some fifty, and some sixty days, by the ac- 
cidental sickness of one. I did all I could for them, al- 
ways having regard to the circumstance that it was not 
of such vital importance to me, at least, to hold out four- 
teen days if I broke down on the fifteenth. In a few 
days the doctor, in one of his rounds, told me he under 
stood I was unwell, and I confessed to him the reason 
of my withholding the fact, and took his prescriptions 
BO well, that, at parting, he gave me a letter to a friend 
in Chioff, and to his brother, a distinguished professor 
in the university at St. Petersburgh. ^ 

We had a restaurant in the lazaretto, with a new 
bill of fare every day ; not firstrate, perhaps, but good 
enough. I had sent a letter of introduction to Mr. 
Baguet, the Spanish consul, also to a German, the 
brother of a missionary at Constantinople, and a note 
to Mr. Ralli, the American consul, and had frequent 
visits from them, and long talks at the parlatoria through 
the grating. The German was a knowing one, and 
came of^n ; he had a smattering of English, and would 
talk in that language, as I thought, in compliment to 
me ; but the last time he came he thanked me kindly, 
and told me he had improved more in his English than 
by a year's study. When I got out he never came 
near me. 

Sunday, June seventh, was our last day in quaran- 
tine. We had counted the days anxiously ; and though 
our time had passed as agreeably as, under the circum- 
stances, it could pass, we were in high spirits at the 
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prospect of our liberation. To the last, the attention 
and civility of the officers of the yard continued unre- 
mitted. Every morning regiilarly the director knocked 
at each gate to inquire how we had passed the night, 
and whether he could do anything for us; then the 
doctor, to inquire into our corporeal condition; and 
every two or three days, toward evening, the director, 
with the same decoration on the lapel of his coat, and 
at the same hour, inquired whether we had any com- 
plaints to make of want of attendance or improper treat- 
ment. 

Our last day in the lazaretto is not to be forgotten. 
We kept as clear of the rest of the inmates as if they 
had been pickpockets, though once I was thrown into 
a cold sweat by an act of forgetfulness. A child fell 
down before me; I sprang forward to pick him up, 
and should infallibly have been fixed for ten days longer 
if my guardiano had not caught me. Lingering for the 
last time on the walk overlooking the Black Sea, I 
saw a vessel coming up under full sail, bearing, as I 
thought, the American flag. My heart almost bounded 
at seeing the stars and stripes on the Black Sea ; but I 
was deceived ; and almost dejected with the disappoint- 
ment, called my guardiano, and returned for the last 
time to my room. 

The next morning we waited in our rooms till the 
doctor paid his final visit, and soon after we all gathered 
before the door of the directory, ready to sally forth. 
Every one who has made a European voyage knows 
the metamorphosis in the appearance of the passengers 
on the day of landing. It was much the same with us ; 
we had no more slipshod, long-bearded companions, 
but alt were clean shirted and shaved becomingly, 
except our old Jew and his party, who probably had 
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not changed a garment or washed their fiices since the 
first day in quarantine, nor perhaps for many years 
before. They were ^ple from whom, under any cir- 
comstanceSy one would be apt to keep at a respectful 
distance ; and to the last they carried CTerything before 
them. 

We had still another yezations process in passing our 
luggage through the custom-house. We had handed 
in a list of all our effects the night before, in which I 
intentionally omitted to mention Byron's poems, these 
being prohibited in Russia. He had been my com- 
panion in Italy and Greece, and I was loath to part with 
him ; so I put the book under my arm, threw my cloak 
oyer me, and walked out unmolested. Outside the gate 
there was a general shaking of hands ; the director, whom 
we had seen erery day at a distance, was the first to 
greet us, and Mr. Baguet, the brother of the Spanish 
consul, who was waiting to receive me, welcomed me 
to Russia. With sincere regret I bade good-by to my 
old soldier, mounted a drosky, and in ten minutes was 
deposited in a hotel, in size and appearance equal to the 
best in Paris. It was a pleasure once more to get into 
a wheel-carriage ; I had not seen one since I left Italy, 
except the old hack I mentioned at Argos, and the ara- 
has at Constantinople. It was a pleasure, too, to see 
hats, coats, and pantaloons. Early associations will 
cling to a man; and, in spite of a transient admiration for 
the dashing costume of the Greek and Turk, I warmed 
to the ungraceful covering of civilized man, even to the 
long surt6ut and bell-crowned hat of the Russian mar- 
chand ; and, more than all, I was attracted by an ap- 
pearance of life and energy particularly striking after 
coming from among the dead-and-alive Turks. 

While in quarantine I had received an invitation to 
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dine \nth Mr. Baguet, and had barely time to make one 
tour of the city in a drosky before it was necessary to 
dress for dinner. Mr. Baguet was a bachelor of about 
forty, living in pleasant apartments, in an unpretending 
and gentlemanly style. As in all the ports of the Le* 
vant, except where there are ambassadors, the consuls 
are the nobility of the place. Several of them were 
present ; and the European consuls in those places are 
a different class of men from ours, as they are paid by 
salaries from their respective governments, while ours, . 
who receive no pay, are generally natives of the place, 
who serve for the honour or some other accidental ad- 
vantage. We had, therefore, the best society in Odes- 
sa at Mr. Baguet's, the American consul not being 
present, which, by-the-way, I do not mean in a disre- 
spectful sense, as Mr. Ralli seemed every way deserv- 
ing of all the benefits that the station gives. 

In the evening the consul and myself took two or 
three turns on the boulevards, and at about eleven I re- 
turned to my hotel. After what I have said of this 
establishment, the reader will be surprised to learn that, 
when I went to my room, I found there a bedstead, but 
no bed or bedclothes. I supposed it was neglect, and or- 
dered one to be prepared ; but, to my surprise, was told 
that there were no beds in the hotel. It was kept exclu- j 
sivelyfor the rich seigneurs who always carry their 
own beds with them. Luckily, the bedstead was not 
corded, but contained a bottom of plain slabs of wood, 
about six or eight inches wide, and the same distance ] 
apart, laid crosswise, so that lengthwise there was no 
danger of falling through ; and wrapping myself in my \ 
cloak, and putting my carpet-bag under my head, I went ' 
to sleep. 

Before breakfast the next morning I had learned the 
Y2 
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topography of Odessa. To an American Russia is an 
interesting country. True, it is not classic ground; 
but as for me, who had now travelled over the faded 
and womout kingdoms of the Old World, I was quite 
, ready for something new. Like our own, Russia is a 
new country, and in many respects resembles ours. It is 
true that we began life differently. Russia has worked 
her way to civilization from a state of absolute barbar- 
ism, while we sprang into being jrith the advantage of 
, all^the lights of the Old World. Stiti there are many 
/ sttbjects of .comparison, and even of emulation, between 
us ; and nowhere in ail Russia is there a more proper 
subject to4>egiji with than my first landing-place. 

Odessa is situated in a small bay between the mouths 
of the Dneiper and Dneist^r. Forty years ago it con- 
sisted of a few miserable fishermen's huts on the shores 
of the Black Sea. In 1790 the Empress Catharine re- 
solved to built a city there ; and the' Turks being driven 
from the dominion of the Black Sea, it became a place of 
resort and speculation for the English, Austrians, Nea- 
politans, Dutch, Ragusans, and Greeks of the Ionian 
republic. In eighteen hundred and two, two hundred 
and eighty vessels arrived fiom Constantinople and the 
Mediterranean ; and the Duke de Richelieu, being ap- 
pointed governor-general by Alexander, laid out a city 
upon a gigantic scale, which, though at first its growth 
was not commensurate with his expectations, now con- 
tains sixty thousand inhabitants, and bids fair to realize 
the extravagant calculations of its founder. Mr. Baguet 
and the gentlemen whom I met at his table were of 
opinion that it is destined to be the greatest commercial 
city in Russia, as the long winters and the closing of 
the Baltic with ice must ever be a great disadvantage 
to St. Petersburgh ; and the interior of the country can 
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as well be supplied from Odessa as from the northern * 
capital. 

There itf no country where cities have sprung up so 
fast and increased so rapidly as in ours ; and, altogeth- 
er, perhaps nothing in the Vorld can be compared with 
our Buffalo, Rochester, Cincinnati, &c. But Odessa 
has grown faster than any of these, and has nothing of ^] 
the appearance of one of our new cities. We are both ] 
young, and both marching with gigantic strides to great- 
ness, bat we move by different roads ; and the wholq^ 
face of the country, from the new city on the borders of 
the Black Sea to the steppes of Siberia, shows a differ- 
ent order of government and a different coftstitution of 
society. With us, a few individuals cut down the trees 
of the forest, or settle thgoaselves by the banks of a 
stream, where they happen to find some local advan- 
tages, and build houses suited to their necessities ; 
others come and join them ; and, by degrees, the little 
settlement becomes a large city. But here a gigantic ; 
government, endowed almost with creative powers, says, ] 
" Let there be a city," and immediately commences the 
erection of large buildings. The rich seigneurs follow j 
the lead of government, and build hotels to let out in • 
apartments. The theatre, casino, and exchange at Odes- " 
sa are perhaps superior to any buildings in the United 
States. The city is situated on an elevation about a 
hundred feet above the sea; a promenade three quarters 
of a mile long, terminated at one end by the exchange, 
and at the other by the palace of the governor, is laid 
out in front along the margin of the sea, bounded on one 
side by an abrupt precipice, and adorned with trees, 
shrubs, flowers, statues, and busts, like the garden of 
the Tuileries, the Borghese Villa, or the Villa Recall at 
Naples. On the other side is a long range of hotels 
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built of stone, ranning the whole length of the boulc' 
Tardsy some of them with fa9ades after the best modefai 
in Ital J. A broad street runs through the centre of the 
city, terminating with a semicircular enlargement at the 
boulevards, and in the centre of this stands a large eques- 
trian statue erected to the Duke de Richelieu ; and par- 
allel and at right angles are wide streets lined with 
large buildings, according to the most approved plans of 
modem architecture. The custom which this people 
have of taking apartments in hotels causes the erection 
of large buildings, which add much to the general ap- 
pearance of the city ; while with us, the universal dispo- 
sition of ev^ man to have a house to himself, conduces 
to the building of small houses, and, consequently, de- 
tracts from general effect. The city, as yet, is not gen- 
erally paved, and is, consequently, so dusty, that every 
man is obliged to wear a light cloak to save his dress. 
Paving-stone is brought from Trieste and Malta, and is 
very expensive. 

About two o'clock Mr. Ralli, our consul, called upon 
me. Mr. Ralli is a Greek of Scio. He left his native 
island when a boy ; has visited every port in Europe as 
a merchant, and lived for the last eight years in Odessa. 
He has several brothers in England, Trieste, and some 
of the Greek islands, and all are connected in business. 
When Mr. Rhind, who negotiated our treaty with the 
Porte, left Odessa, he authorized Mr. Ralli to transact 
whatever consular business might be required, and on 
his recommendation Mr. Ralli afterward received a reg- 
ular appointment as consul. Mr. Rhind, by-thc-way, 
expected a great trade from opening the Black Sea to 
American bottoms ; but he was wrong in his anticipa* 
tions, and there have been but two American vessels there 
•ince the treaty. Mr Ralli is rich and respected, being* 
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viee^president of the commercial board, and very proud 
of the honour of the American consulate, as it gives him 
a position among the dignitaries of the place, enables him 
to wear a uniform and sword on public occasions, and 
yields him other privileges which are gratifying, at least, 
if not intrinsically valuable. 

No traveller can pass through Odessa without having 
to acknowledge the politeness of Count Woronzow, the 
governor of the Crimea, one of the richest seigneurs in 
Russia, and one of the pillars of the throne. At the 
suggestion of Mr. Ralli, I accompanied him to the pal- 
ace and was presented. The palace is a magnificent 
building, and the interior exhibits a combination of 
wealth and taste. The walls are hung with Italian 
paintings, and, for interior ornaments and finish, the 
palace is far superior to those in Italy; the knobs 
of the doors are of amber, and the doors of the di- 
ning-room from the old imperial palace at St. Peters- 
burgh. The count is a military-looking man of about | 
fifty, six feet high, with sallow complexion and gray; 
hair. His father married an English lady of the Sid-/ 
ney family, and his sister married the Earl of Pemf 
broke. He is a soldier in bearing and appearance, 
held a high rank during the French invasion of Rus- 
sia, and distinguished himself particularly at Borodino ; 
in rank and power he is the fourth military officer in 
the empire. He possesses immense wealth in all parts 
of Russia, particularly in the Crimea ; and his wife's 

mother, after DemidoiOT and Scheremetieff, is the richest 

• 
subject in the whole empire. He speaks English re- 
markably well, and, after a few commonplaces, with 
his characteristic politeness to strangers, invited me to 
dine at the palace the next day. I was obliged to de- 
cline, and he himself suggested the reason, that proba- 
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\ bly I was engaged with my countryman, Mr. Sontag 
' (of whom more anon), whom the count referred to as 
his old friend, adding that he would not interfere with 
the pleasure of a meeting between two countrymen so 
far from home, and asked me for the day after, or any 
other day I pleased. I apologized on the ground of my 
intended departure, and took my leave. 

My proposed travelling companion had committed to 
me the whole arrangements for our journey, or, more 
properly, had given me the whole trouble of making 
them ; and, accompanied by one of Mr. Ralli's clerks, I 
visited all the carriage repositories to purchase a vehi- 
cle, after which I accompanied Mr. Ralli to his coun- 
try-house to dine. He occupied a pretty little place 
a few versts from Odessa, with a large fruit and orna- 
mental garden. Mr. Rallies lady is also a native of 
Greece, with much of the cleverness and spirittielle 
character of the educated Greeks. One of her bons 
mots current in Odessa is, that her husband is consul 
for the other world. A young Italian, with a very 
pretty wife, dined with us, and, after dinner and a stroll 
through the garden, we walked over to Mr. Perseani's, 
the father of our Russian secretary ; another walk in the 
garden with a party of ladies, tea, and I got back to 
Odessa in time for a walk on the boulevards and the 
opera. 

Before my attention was turned to Odessa, I should 
as soon have thought of an opera-house at Chicago as 
t^ere ; but I already found, what impressed itself more 
forcibly upon me at every step, that Russia is a coun- 
try of anomalies. The new city on the Black Sea con- 
tains many French and Italian residents, who are will- 
ing to give all that is not necessary for food and clo- 
thing for the opera ; the Russians themselves are pas^ 
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Sionately fond of musical and theatrical entertainments, 
and government makes up all deficiencies. The in- 
terior of the theatre corresponds with the beauty of its ^ 
exterior. All the decorations are in good taste, and the ) 
Corinthian columns, running from the foot to the top, / 
particularly beautiful. The opera was the Barber of 
Seville ; the company in full undress, and so barbarous / 
as to pay attention to the performance. I came out at ./ 
about ten o'clock, and, after a turn or two on the boule- 
vards, took an icecream at the cafe of the Hotel de 
Petersbourgh. This hotel is beautifully situated" on 
one comer of the main street, fronting the boulevards, 
and opposite the statue of the Duke de Richelieu ; and 
looking from the window of the cafe, furnished and 
fitted up in a style superior to most in Paris, upon the 
crowd still thronging the boulevards, I could hardly be- 
lieve that I was really on the borders of the Black Sea. 
Having purchased a carriage and made all my ar- 
rangements for starting, I expected to pass this day with 
an unusual degree of satisfaction ; and I was pot disap- • 
pointed. I have mentioned incidentally the name of a 
countryman resident in Odessa ; and, being so far from 
home, I felt a yearning toward an American. In France 
or Italy I seldom had this feeling, /or there Americans 
congregate in crowds; but in Greece and Turkey lal- 
ways rejoiced to meet a compatriot ; and when, on my 
arrival at Odessa, before going into the lazaretto, the 
captain told me that there was an American residing 
there, high in character and office, who had been twenty 
years in Russia, I requested him to present my compli- 
ments, and say that, if he had not forgotten his father- 
land, a countryman languishing in the lazaretto would 
be happy to see him through the gratings of his prison- 
hou4e. I afterward regretted having sent this messaga 
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as I heard from other sources that he was a prominent 
man» and during the whole term of my quarantine I 
never heard from him personally. I was most agreea- 
bly disappointed, however, when, on the first day of my 
release, I met him at dinner at the Spanish consuFs. 
He had been to the Crimea with Count Woronzow; 
had only returned that morping, and had never heard of 
my being there until invited to meet me at dinner. I had 
wronged him by my distrust ; for, though twenty years 
an exile, his heart beat as true as when he left our 
shores. Who can shake off the feeling that binds him 
to his native land? Not hardships nor disgrace at 
home ; not favour nor success abroad ; not even time, 
can drive from his mind the land of his birth or the 
friends of his youthful days. 

General Sontag was a native of Philadelphia ; had 
been in our navy, and served as sailing-master on board 
the Wasp ; became dissatisfied from some cause which 
he did not mention, left our navy, entered the Russian, 
and came round to the Black Sea as captain of a frig* 
ate ; was transferred to the land service, and, in the 
campaign of 1814, entered Paris with the allied armies 
as colonel of a regiment. In .this campaign he formed 
a friendsiiip with Count Woronzow, which exists in full 
force at this day. He left the army with the rank of 
brigadier-general. By the influence of Count Wo- 
ronzow, he was appointed inspector of the port of 
Odessa, in which office he stood next in rank to the 
Governor of the Crimea, and, in fact, on one occasion, 
during the absence of Count Woronzow, lived in the 
palace and acted as governor for eight months. He 
married a lady of rank, with an estate and several hun- 
dred slaves at Moscow ; wears two or three ribands at 
his buttonhole, badges of different orders; has gone 
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through the routine of offices and honours up to the 
grade of grand counsellor of the empire ; and a letter 
addressed to him under the title of " his excellency" 
will come to the right hands. He was then living at 
his country place, about eight versts from Odessa, and 
asked me to go out and pass the next day with him. I 
was strongly tempted, but, in order that I might have 
the full benefit of it, postponed the pleasure until I had 
completed my arrangements for travelling. The next 
day General Sontag called upon me, but I did not see 
him ; and this morning, accompanied by Mr. Baguet 
the younger, I rode out to his place. The land about 
Odessa is a dead level, the road was excessively dry, 
and we were begrimed with dust when we arrived 
General Sontag was waiting for us, , and, in the true 
iBpirit of an American farmer at home, proposed taking 
us over his grounds. His farm is his hobby ; it con- 
tains about six hundred acres, and we walked all over 
it. His crop was wheat, and, although I am no great 
judge of these matters, I think I never saw finer. He 
showed me a field of very good wheat, which had 
not been sowed in three years, but produced by the 
fallen seed of the previous crops. *We compared it 
with our Genesee wheat, and to me it was an interest- 
ing circumstance to find an American cultivating land, 
on the Black Sea, and comparing it with the products 
of our Genesee flats, with which he was perfectly fa- 
miliar. 

One thing particularly struck ttie, though, as an 
American, perhaps I ought not to have been so sensi- 
tive. A large number of men were at work in the field, 
and they were all slaves. Such is the force of educa- 
tion and habit, that I have seen hundreds of black slaves 
without a sensation ; but it struck rvdely upon me lo 
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see^ white men slaves to an American, and he one whose 
father had been a soldier of the revolution, and had 
fought to sustain the great principle that " all men are 
by nature free and equal." Mr. Sontag told me that he 
valued his farm at about six thousand dollars, on which 
he could live well, have a bottle of Crimea wine, and 
another every day for a friend, and lay up one thousand 
dollars a year ; but I afterward heard that he was a 
complete enthusiast on the subject of his farm ; a bad 
manager, and that he really knew nothing of its expense 
or profit. 

Returning to the house, we |ound Madame Sontag 
ready to receive us. She is an authoress of great literary 
reputation, and of such character that, while the emperor 
was prosecuting^ the Turkish war iit person, and the 
empress remained at Odessa, th§ yblmg archduchesses 
werf placed under her charge. At dinner, she talked 
with much interest of America, and expressed a hope, 
though not much expectation, of one diy visiting it. But 
General Sontag himself, surrounded as he is by Rus- 
sian connexions, is all American. Pointing to the ril^and 
on his buttdhhole, he said he was entitled to one order 
which he should value above all others ; that l^is father 
hed been a soldier of the revolution, and member of the 
> Cincinna];i Society, and that in Russia the decoration of 
that «rder would be to him the proudest badge of honour 
that an American could, wear» After dining we retired 
into a little room fitted up as a library, which he calls 
America, furnish^ with all the standard American 
books, Irving, Paulding, Cooper, &c., engravings of dis- 
tinguished Americans, maps, charts, canal and railroad 
reports, &c. ; and his daughter, a lovely little girl and 
only child, has been taught to speak her father's tongue 
and love her father's land. In ^onour of me she played 
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on the piano " Hail Columbia" and " Yankee Doodfe," 
and the day wore away too soon. , We took tea on the 
piazza, and at parting I received from him a letter to 
his agent on his estate near Moscow, and from Madame 
Sontag one which carried me into the imperial house- 
* hold, being directed to Monsieur Flntendant du Prince 
heritiere, Petersbourgh. A few weeks ago I received 
from him a letter, in which he says, " the visit of one 
of my countrymen is so great a treat, that I can assure 
you you are never forgotten by any one of my little 
family ; and when my daughter wishes to make me 
smile, she is sure to succeed if she sits down to her 
piano and plays * Hail Columbia' or * Yankee Doo- 
dle ;' this brings to mind Mr. , Mr. , Mr. , 

and Mr. ^, who have passed ihroj^gli this city ; to me 

alon^ it brings to mind my country, parents, friends, 
youth, and ^ world of things and ideas past, netc^ to 
return. Should any of our countrymen be coming this 
way, do not forget to*inform them that to Odessa lives 
one whb will be glad to see them ;" and I say now to 
any* of my countrymen whom chance may throw upo» 
the shores of the Black Sea, that if he woufd receive so 
far from liome the welcome of a true-hearted American, 
General Sontag will be glad to render it. 

It was still early in the evening when I returned to . 
the city. It was moonlight, and I walked immediately 
to the boulevards. I have not spoken as I ought to have 
done of this beautiful promenade, on which I walked 
every evening under the light of a splendid moon. The 
boulevards are bounded on one side by the precipitous 
shore of the sea ; are three quarters of a mile in length, 
with rows of trees on each side, gravel walks and stat- 
ues, and terminated at one end by the exchange, and 
at the other by the palace of Count Woronzowt At this 
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season of the year it was the promenade of all the beau 
ty and fashion of Odessa, from an hour or two before 
dark until midnight. This evening the moon was bright 
er, and the crowd was greater and gayer than usual. 
The great number of officers, with their dashing uni- 
forms, the clashing of their swords, and rattling of their 
sput9, added to the effect ; and woman never looks so 
interesting as when leaping on the *arm of a soldier. 
Even in Italy f)r Greece I have seldom seen a finer 
moonlight scene than the columns of the exchange 
through the vista of trees lining the boulevards. I ex- 
Ijected to leave the next day, and I lingered till a late 
hour. I strolled up and down the promenade, alone 
among thousands. I sat d6wn upon a bench, and looked 
for the last time on |he Black Sea, the stoitny Euxine, 
quiet in the moonbeans, and glittering lilo a lake of bur- 
nished silver. By degreeSr the gay throng disappeared; 
one after another, party after party withdrew ; a few 
straggling couples, seeming all the world to each other, 
still lingered, like me, unable to tear themselves away. 
It was the hour and the place for poetry and feeling. . A 
young officer and a lady were the last to leave ; they 
passed by me, but did not notice me ; they had lost all 
outward perceptions ; and as, in passing for the last 
time, she raised her head for a moment, and the moon 
shone full upon her face, I saw there an expression 
that spoke of heaven. I followed them as they went 
out, murmured involuntarily "Happy dog,** whistled 
** Heighho, says Thimble," and went to my hotel to bed. 
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